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Definiti0ns



Accessible – Designed in a manner that allows ease of reach or ability to 
participate in activities or opportunities, including access to goods, services, 
buildings, places and spaces.

Active Transportation - Any mode of transportation by which people use 
their own energy to power their motion including walking, rolling, running, 
cycling, cross-country skiing, skateboarding, snow-shoeing and use of a manual 
wheelchair.

Administration / City Administration – Staff employed by the City of 
Moose Jaw.

Area Structure Plan / ASP - A statutory plan as defined by the Municipal 
Government Act, that directs the future land use patterns, transportation and 
utility networks, and sequence of development in new communities.

Class ‘A’ Facility - A building amenity that has distinctive design, current 
features, is located in an ideal place that is highly accessible and is typically 
located in highly visible areas on high traffic streets. These facilities typically 
have professional management to oversee maintenance and operations. Class 
‘A’ facilities are usually leased to highly reputable tenants at higher than average 
rates. With respect to Class ‘A’ outdoor amenities, these have high levels of 
maintenance and are compatible with elite levels of play.

CMJ / The City – Where capitalized as the “City of Moose Jaw” or the “City”, 
refers to the City of Moose Jaw as a municipal government, or corporation. 
Where written in lower case as “the city” or as “Moose Jaw”, refers to the 
physical area of the municipality.

Density - Population density is a measurement of population per unit area.

Environmental Reserve / ER - Land that is not suitable for development 
and contains features such as a wetlands, coulees, floodplains, or natural 
drainage courses. Environmental reserves are used to reserve natural features of 
land, prevent pollution, ensure public access, and prevent the development of 
land that is unstable or subject to flooding.
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Inclusive Design - The design and composition of an environment so that 
it can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by 
all people regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, economic status, ability or 
disability.

Infrastructure - The physical assets developed and used to support the 
City’s people and activities. The City’s infrastructure inventory includes such 
assets as drainage, roads and right-of-way infrastructure, parks and green 
spaces, buildings, fleet vehicles, transit facilities, buildings, traffic control devices, 
recreation facilities, computer networks, library, etc.

Invasive Species - A species of flora or fauna that is not native to a specific 
location, and that has a tendency to spread to a degree believed to cause 
damage to the environment, the economy or human health.

Linear Park - A park in an urban or suburban setting that is substantially 
longer than it is wide.

Key Stakeholders – local organizations that own, maintain, operate and 
make available to the public amenities that are often perceived to be public 
infrastructure while the City does not own it. These groups included indoor sport 
users like Minor Hockey and Moose Jaw Kinsmen Flying Fins, outdoor users like 
Moose Jaw Ladies SloPitch and community groups like North West Community 
Association.

Municipal Reserve / MR - Land provided, as part of a subdivision, by the 
developer without compensation for park and school purposes in accordance 
with the provisions of the Municipalities Act. Land dedicated as municipal reserve 
becomes the property and responsibility of the municipality in which it is located. 

Natural Areas / Assets - Parts of the natural environment, such as the 
river, creeks and urban forest, that contribute to the provision of one or 
more engineered municipal services. (i.e.: freshwater provision, stormwater 
management, flood mitigation, etc.).
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Nature Retreat – one of five categories of open space introduced by this plan, 
including natural areas throughout the City without active programming while 
still being safe, accessible and enjoyable to users. These are exclusively outdoor 
environments.

OCP – The Official Community Plan of the City of Moose Jaw, as last amended 
in 2010.

Open Space - An area of outdoor land or water that is publicly owned or 
publicly accessible, including municipal parks, civic spaces, provincial or federal 
parkland, institutional campuses and other public spaces.

Open Space Development Standards – A non-statutory document that 
outlines standard details, construction methods, procedures, approval processes 
and other aspects of developing parks and open space within a municipality. 

Park - Any land acquired, developed or used by the City as a public park, sports 
field, playground, recreational area or cemetery, title to which is vested in the 
name of the City. Includes land acquired by the City through subdivision as 
Municipal Reserve or Environmental Reserve.

Recreation – all those things that a person or group chooses to do to 
make their leisure time more interesting, more enjoyable and more personally 
satisfying.

Redevelopment - The creation of new units, uses or lots on previously 
developed land in existing neighbourhoods.

Renewable Energy - Energy that is collected from renewable resources, 
which are naturally replenished on a human timescale, such as sunlight, wind, 
rain, watercourse, and geothermal heat.

Riparian Area - Areas that surround water bodies in the watershed and 
are composed of moist to saturated soils, water-loving plant species and their 
associated ecosystems.
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Sensitive Environmental Area - A natural area site that has been 
inventoried prior to potential development and which, because of its features or 
characteristics, is significant to Moose Jaw from an environmental perspective. 
May include, for example, areas containing rare flora, wildlife habitat, floodplains, 
riparian areas, wetlands, escarpments, and/or native grasslands.

Sport - a leisure activity involving physical exertion and skill in which an 
individual or team competes against another or others for entertainment.

Stakeholders – individuals or groups of people with a vested interest in a 
particular topic. In the context of this project, individuals or groups that have 
meaningful contribution to knowledge building or that have direct or indirect 
interests in recreation in the City.

Streetscape - All the elements that make up the physical environment of 
a street and define its character. This includes paving, trees and vegetation, 
lighting, building type and style, setback, pedestrian, cycle and transit amenities, 
street furniture, etc.

Sustainability - An approach which focuses on meeting the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
needs. It is composed of the three pillars of economic, environmental, and social.

The Cities Act / Municipalities Act - Saskatchewan’s provincial law which 
defines how a municipality can function, develop land, raise funds for things like 
services, and more. 

Urban Forest - The trees located within city limits, whether planted or naturally 
occurring. All trees found in a city, whether in parks, roadways, natural areas or 
on private property are part of the urban forest.

Urban Transect - A method which defines a series of distinct zones in a city, 
which transition from natural and sparse rural areas to the dense urban core.

Xeriscaping - A style of landscape design requiring little or no irrigation or 
other maintenance; commonly used in arid regions. 
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Executive
Summary



Developing a parks and recreation master plan is a key tool for ensuring people’s 
current and future needs are being met, while optimizing service delivery and 
a community’s ability to offer the highest quality of service possible. The City of 
Moose Jaw began this initiative in 2022, initiating a comprehensive review of its 
current parks, open spaces and recreational programs and events and resulting 
in strategic recommendations for infrastructure, services and programs. This 
master plan provides a ten-year perspective on recommendations to meet the 
needs to our residents, to help attract new investment and people to the City 
and to encourage new partnerships to see various groups collaborate in service 
provision. This report recommends a revisit of its recommended action items in 
approximately five years to determine if influencing factors lead to the need to 
recalibrate any proposed actions.

Vision

This Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan seeks to foster 
a system that allows all 
residents and visitors to both 
continue to be and become 
Notoriously Active, however 
they wish to do so. The 
following section outlines the 
guiding principles of this plan 
that outlines how this vision 
was brought to fruition.

Guiding Principles

Guiding principles that set the stage for this Plan include:

• Use a collaborative design approach, leverage local knowledge and 
perspectives. Work with staff from the City of Moose Jaw, local residents 
and stakeholders to prepare a plan that represents the needs of the 
community;

• Address the needs of people with limited mobility, physical impairments 
and other challenges. Particularly in natural areas, offering fully 
accessible trails and recreational amenities can be challenging. At the 
same time there is an opportunity to still provide meaningful experiences 
for people with limited mobility. This plan addresses accessibility for 
all users;

• Create a system of parks and open space that maximizes 
recreational potential, while respecting the natural 
environment. Our network of parks and open space is home to a 
significant amount of wildlife and natural vegetation, and we need to 
ensure a balance between development and programmed use of the 
outdoors and ensuring habitat is protected;

• Understand trends in recreation and how best practices as well as 
national and provincial trends in recreation are considered as we make 
recommendations for the future of parks and recreation in 
Moose Jaw; and

• Be mindful of limited fiscal resources and ensure we are making the 
most out of what we have. Maximizing the potential of existing 
resources, parks and open space, amenities and facilities is essential. This 
plan should ensure we are optimizing current infrastructure to its full 
extent and also focusing financial resources in the most effective places.
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Moose Jaw 
Parks & 
Recreation 
Master 
Plan at a 
Glance:

ix

Development & Infrastructure:

The following are some of 
the key recommendations 
made in this plan, in 
the following three 
categories. See Section 
10: Implementation and 
Monitoring Plan for 
more information on 
these recommendations 
and their prioritization 
ranking.

• Create an Active Transportation Strategy (Trails Master Plan);
• Conduct a Parks and Recreation Accessibility Assessment;
• Replace the Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool;
• Complete Golden Ticket Sports Centre renewal;
• Upgrade Memorial Field grandstands;
• Protect the City’s natural assets;
• Explore native planting and food sustainability opportunities;
• Develop and improve existing passive parks;
• Encourage the creation of a new master plan for Wakamow 

Valley Authority;
• Develop an Outdoor Rink Renewal Plan;
• Conduct a sensitive areas inventory;
• Create an Energy Management Plan;
• Create a Cemetery Master Plan for the Rosedale and Moose 

Jaw Cemeteries;
• Improve/new (South Hill) outdoor wheel sports park;
• Yara Centre reconfiguration;
• Increase community gathering opportunities;
• Upgrades to Crescent Park;
• Create an Infrastructure Asset Management Strategy;
• Enhance existing sports fields;
• Create Open Space Development Standards;
• Upgrades to the Kinsmen Arena dressing rooms;
• Restoration of the Natatorium Building;
• Explore adding a cricket pitch to our outdoor recreation 

amenity inventory;
• Dog park enhancements and creation of a new dog park; and
• Improvements to Pla-Mor Palace.
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Service Delivery:

Programming:

• Create a Parks & Recreation Equality, Inclusion and Diversity Strategy;
• Develop and Urban Forest Management Strategy;
• Conduct an annual review of fees and charges;
• Create a Signage & Wayfinding Strategy;
• Create a Winter Activity Strategy;
• Develop an Engagement & Communications Strategy;
• Produce Annual State of Parks Report & Business Plans;
• Create a Volunteer Management Plan;
• Explore a recreation fee subsidy program;
• Implement Skating Trails;
• Develop a Parks Branding Strategy;
• Develop a Pesticide & Pest Management Plan;
• Create an Invasive Species Management Program;
• Complete regular Sports Tourism Economic Impact Report (minimum every 3 years);
• Explore new position specific to marketing, grants, & cultural initiatives/events; and
• Explore changing the Department name to Parks, Recreation and Culture.

• Offer more drop-in and spontaneous recreation options;
• Explore funding for user groups that provide programs for children & youth;
• Provide improvements to Yara Centre programming;
• Explore nature-based programming;
• Expand the EYE (Early Years Education) programming and activities;
• Establish a Benefits of Parks & Recreation education program;
• Increase “rentable” recreation kits for physical literacy; and
• Develop a Partnership Framework. 
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1.0 Intr0ducti0n



1.1 Purpose of Parks & Recreation Master Plans
A Master Plan is intended to be a long-term planning document that provides 
a guide to future growth and development. As with other municipal documents, 
master plans require updates as a community and its needs change. This 
document provides strategic direction for the City of Moose Jaw to plan for 
parks and recreation over the next 10-year horizon, setting priorities for the 
way in which recreation is planned, maintained and grown in the community. 
This master plan was developed through a series of research tasks and a strong 
engagement program with City staff, stakeholders and the general public. As the 
plan is implemented over time, continuous dialogue with various user groups and 
residents of Moose Jaw will be essential.

Ultimately the purpose of this master plan is to provide an overview of current 
trends in parks and recreation, to describe local perspectives on how parks and 
recreation services, programming and amenities are currently offered to local 
residents and organizations, and to set the stage for the provision of parks 
and recreation programming and amenities in years to come. As community 
demographics change and trends in parks and recreation evolve, it is important 
that the recommendations of this plan not be static and can be flexible as time 
moves on. This is not a static plan, rather one that must be re-evaluated over its 
lifespan to ensure current priorities change as required. A recommendation in this 
plan is to revisit the plan direction and priorities after a five-year period, given 
possible changes in political priorities, available funding, potential partnerships, 
post-pandemic conditions and other influencing factors. This is not a wholesale 
update to the plan, only a re-calibration to ensure the plan remains an effective 
planning tool for planning and maintaining parks and recreation.

1.2 Potential of this Plan
The City of Moose Jaw Parks and Recreation Department strives to provide 
opportunities that are responsive to community needs and sustained with a focus 
on partnerships, innovation, and customer service. The department also has a 
strong focus on community pride through projects that enhance beautification in 
parks, and public spaces while maintaining civic facilities to a level that citizens 
can be proud of.

The goal of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan process is to create a user-
friendly document that provides planning guidelines and recommendations for 
the Parks and Recreation Department over the next 10 years. It will serve as a 
guide towards meeting residents’ current and future needs regarding recreation 
facilities, programs, and services while considering annual funding available for 
such amenities. This document recognizes any challenges with the current parks 
and recreation services and opportunities for enhancement.

1.3 Plan Scope
This plan includes a review of all public recreation and parks programs, facilities 
and services and examines its role with respect to other public and private 
service providers within the city and region. Further, this plan establishes service 
standards, confirms policies, identifies, and prioritizes capital investment and sets 
out a strategy for implementation of recommendations to improve our service 
provision.

There are four key pillars of this plan, including service delivery, programming, 
infrastructure and financing. Within these key pillars, numerous themes were 
identified as areas of focus for the plan. These themes are listed below:

• Service Delivery
• Partnerships, volunteer support, cross sectoral and regional 

collaboration
• Marketing and promotions
• Customer service
• Inclusion and access
• Partnership framework

• Programming
• Getting more people active
• Getting more people outdoors – embracing all seasons
• Using recreation to facilitate social inclusion
• Creating enhanced connections with nature
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• Expanding opportunities for youth and seniors 
• Quality vs. quantity

• Infrastructure
• Inventory of existing infrastructure amenities
• Indoor and outdoor facility priority rankings
• Transparent processes for infrastructure decision 

making
• Expanding use of existing infrastructure
• Infrastructure sustainability – proper lifecycle 

planning
• Explore cost savings through partnerships 
• Balancing spontaneous and structured recreation 

spaces

• Financing
• Opportunities to increase cost-recovery levels
• Implementing an investment spectrum
• Sponsorship and naming rights
• Grant funding
• Review of rates and fee’s structure and policies

1.4 Plan Inception
Moose Jaw’s demographics are changing as a community, and 
attention is required to ensure an adequate supply of parks 
and recreational amenities are provided. The previous Parks 
& Recreation Master Plan in Moose Jaw was created in 1976, 
and in the past 25 years, numerous facilities, including the 
Kinsmen Sportsplex Pool, Bert Hunt Arena, Moose Jaw Events 
Centre, Moose Jaw Curling Centre and Yara Centre, have been 
significant recreation facilities added to the City’s recreation 
and sport system. Thus, it was certainly time for an updated 
plan.

3

1.5  Plan Vision

This Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan seeks to foster 
a system that allows all 
residents and visitors to 
both continue to be and 
become Notoriously 
Active, however they wish 
to do so. The following 
section outlines the guiding 
principles of this plan that 
outlines how this vision was 
brought to fruition. 
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1.5.1 Guiding Principles
The following are the guiding principles that set the stage for this Plan:

• Use a collaborative design approach, leverage local 
knowledge and perspectives. Work with staff from the City of 
Moose Jaw, local residents and stakeholders to prepare a plan 
that represents the needs of the community;

• Address the needs of people with limited mobility, physical 
impairments and other challenges. Particularly in natural areas, 
offering fully accessible trails and recreational amenities can 
be challenging. At the same time there is an opportunity to still 
provide meaningful experiences for people with limited mobility. 
This plan addresses accessibility for all users;

• Create a system of parks and open space that maximizes 
recreational potential, while respecting the natural 
environment. Our network of parks and open space is home 
to a significant amount of wildlife and natural vegetation, 
and we need to ensure a balance between development and 
programmed use of the outdoors and ensuring habitat is 
protected;

• Understand trends in recreation and how best practices as well 
as national and provincial trends in recreation are considered 
as we make recommendations for the future of parks and 
recreation in Moose Jaw; and

• Be mindful of limited fiscal resources and ensure we are 
making the most out of what we have. Maximizing 
the potential of existing resources, parks and open space, 
amenities and facilities is essential. This plan should ensure we 
are optimizing current infrastructure to its full extent and also 
focusing financial resources in the most effective places.
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2.1 Plan Methodology
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan planning process has five phases.

• The first phase included a review and analysis of the current state of parks 
and recreation facilities, programs, and services. The review of the current 
state creates an understanding of the local context, research on the City’s 
demographics, and an inventory of facilities and assets;

• The second phase facilitated a community engagement process with the 
Council and Staff, residents, user groups, and key stakeholders to determine 
current parks and recreation needs and future demands;

• The third phase developed the master plan document based on the essential 
findings and results from each research and analysis stage;

• During the fourth phase, the draft of the plan was reviewed by the public 
and stakeholders to ensure that their needs are met, weigh in on options, 
and identify any gaps; and

• The fifth and final phase in developing this plan was to ensure the final 
recommendations addressed any comments from stakeholders, the public, 
City Administration and Council.

Background 
Review

Public & 
Stakeholder 
Engagement

Draft 
Parks & 

Recreation 
Master Plan

Public & 
Stakeholder 
Follow-Ups

Plan 
Finalization

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4 Phase 5

Figure 1: Project Timeline
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2.2 Anticipated Outcomes of this Plan
2.2.1 Resolving Strategic Questions

What are the gaps in the existing parks and recreation system, and how can we 
address them?
Both assessments of existing parks and recreation facilities, and community 
engagement revealed a number of gaps in the existing parks and recreation system 
in Moose Jaw. Section 7: Parks and Recreation Assessment, summarizes the physical 
assessment of all existing City-owned amenities and highlights the gaps present. 
Section 6: Public Engagement Program, includes a summary of community and 
stakeholder engagement which focused greatly on any shortcomings of the current 
parks and recreation system. A combination of trends and leading practices review, and 
further public engagement allowed us to come up with a plan for how to fill these gaps 
and rectify any shortcomings the existing system has. Recommendations can be found 
in Section 10. 

What is the level of satisfaction with the existing parks and recreation system, and 
how can we improve it?
A primary focus of this plan was to assess the current level of resident satisfaction 
with parks and recreation in Moose Jaw and determine how to increase that level. 
Section 6: Public Engagement Program, includes a thorough summary of public and 
stakeholder engagement which revealed that residents are, for the most part, very 
happy with the current state of parks and recreation in their community. Through 
continued engagement the public revealed numerous ideas for how to better the 
already satisfactory system. These recommendations can be found in Section 10: 
Implementation and Monitoring Plan of this report. 

How can we ensure parks and recreation is trending in the right direction in Moose 
Jaw?
It’s one thing to do background research and public engagement to determine the 
flaws with the current parks and recreation system, and to develop of list of action 
items to correct these flaws. It is another thing entirely to implement these actions 
and ensure the plan is being executed as intended. Most master plan documents have 
incredibly long-term visions. These plans outline action items as far out as 25 years in 
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the future. These plans are often only updated at the end of that 25-year period, and only 
then do municipalities discover any shortcomings or stalls in progress. This master plan, 
however, is very different in that sense. This master plan only outlines actions for the next 
5 years. At which time, after the 5 years has passed, this plan recommends a check-in. 
This will not be a wholesale rewriting of the plan, but rather an update to ensure that 
the plan implementation is progressing as it should and that public priorities haven’t 
shifted. This check-in will require extensive community engagement to capture current 
public sentiment and satisfaction with implementations thus far and to see if we are still 
headed in the right direction. At this time, remaining recommendations may need to be 
tweaked, some added, some removed altogether, and their priority ranking may change. 
This 5-year check in will ensure the plan’s success for its entire 10-year lifespan. 

2.2.2 Ensuring Plan Coordination
A master plan document does not stand alone. It is built upon and coordinated with 
numerous existing statutory and non-statutory plans at all levels of government. The City 
of Moose Jaw Official Community Plan, Moose Jaw Strategic Plan and Saskatchewan 
Parks & Recreation Association Strategic Plan are just a few examples of existing 
planning documents that helped to shape this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. For a 
full summary of the plans that were analyzed as part of this process, refer to Section 4.0: 
Planning Legislative Framework, Governance and Planning Initiatives.

2.2.3 Creating a Plan Authentic to Moose Jaw
The City of Moose Jaw is known as Canada’s Most Notorious City. Parks and Recreation 
in the City are, and should be, no different. It is The City’s mission to be Notoriously 
Active and this plan seeks to ensure just that. This plan not only looks at the state 
of current amenities to identify potential improvements, but it also looks at gaps in 
the current offerings, current trends and leading practices in the parks and recreation 
industry, existing planning documents at the federal, provincial and municipal level, it 
engages the community and stakeholders and looks at the demographic make-up of the 
City and the direction it is trending. This report took all of these factors into consideration 
so that it would be a Parks and Recreation Plan that is truly authentic to the City of 
Moose Jaw and foster a system that allows all residents and visitors to both continue to 
be and become Notoriously Active, however they wish to do so.
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3.1 Community Profile
3.1.1 Location
The City of Moose Jaw is the fourth largest city in 
Saskatchewan and is 77 kilometers west of Regina 
along the Trans-Canada Highway. The total land 
mass is 46.82 square kilometers, divided into three 
sectors: South, Northeast, and Northwest. 

Moose Jaw is located at the convergence of the 
Moose Jaw River and Thunder Creek. Prior to 
European contact, various Cree and Assiniboine 
peoples operated seasonal camps throughout 
this region. There are many stories related to the 
origin of the name “Moose Jaw”. It is believed 
to originate from two potential Indigenous Cree 
words “Mosocapiskan” or “Moscastani-sipiy”. 
Indigenous scholar Arok Wolvengrey believes 
that Moscastani-sipiy is the original Cree name 
for the Moose Jaw River and surrounding area. 
This translates to “river of warm breezes, river of 
slighter winds”. Moose Jaw likely comes from the 
phonetics of this word rather than translation. The 
first two syllables are pronounced “moos TSAA.” 
The name is still being discussed today.1

MOOSE 
JAWSwift 

Current
Medicine 

Hat

Calgary

Lethbridge

Edmonton

Fort McMurray

Lloydminster

Regina

Saskatoon

North 
Battleford

Yorkton
Dauphin

The Pas

Brandon

Prince Albert

Northern

West 
Central

East 
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Figure 2: Moose Jaw Context Map



Figure 3: Moose Jaw Sectors
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3.1.2 Demographics
The Parks and Recreation Master Plan aims to encourage sustainable growth 
and expansion of recreation, sport, and outdoor recreation. According to the 
City of Moose Jaw, current and projected population investigated the shifts 
in population demography and how they might impact recreation and parks 
services. 

Moose Jaw is the fourth largest city in Saskatchewan with 34,872 residents 
in the Moose Jaw Census Agglomeration Area (CMA) and 33,665 within the 
city limits in 2021. This represents a decrease of 0.5% and 0.7% respectively 
since the 2016 census. By contrast, the province grew 0.36 % over that same 
period.  

Figure 4: 2021 Population

Figure 5: Population Projections

0-
4 

ye
ar

s 
(1

,6
75

)

5-
9 

ye
ar

s 
(2

,0
70

)

10
-1

4 
ye

ar
s 

(2
,2

20
)

15
-1

9 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,9

45
)

20
-2

4 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,7

70
)

25
-2

9 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,8

55
)

30
-3

4 
ye

ar
s 

(2
,1

65
)

35
-3

9 
ye

ar
s 

2,
29

5)

40
-4

4 
ye

ar
s 

(2
,1

55
)

45
-4

9 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,9

15
)

50
-5

4 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,7

85
)

55
-5

9 
ye

ar
s 

(2
,2

65
)

60
-6

4 
ye

ar
s 

(2
,4

20
)

65
-6

9 
ye

ar
s 

(2
,1

60
)

70
-7

4 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,7

55
)

75
-7

9 
ye

ar
s 

(1
,1

75
)

80
-8

4 
ye

ar
s 

(8
95

)

85
-8

9 
ye

ar
s 

(6
25

)

90
-9

4 
ye

ar
s 

(4
05

)

95
-9

9 
ye

ar
s 

(1
05

)

10
0+

 y
ea

rs
 (2

0)

Total families in census  9,622
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Seniors are the largest population in Moose Jaw. There is a decrease in the 
population from late teens to late 20s, and another of people in their 50s. The 
population of young children is trending downwards.

However, the population is projected to increase for the next 30 years at a 
rate of approximately 1% year-over-year. With numerous new projects being 
announced this could lead to an increase in this positive growth.

2051 (34,856)

2041 (34,482)

2031 (34,071)

2021 (33,665)

Lone-parent 
families
(16%)

Couples with 
children
(40%)

Couples 
without 
children
(44%)

Figure 6: 2021 Census Families in Private Households

Figure 7: 2021 Population by Home Language

There are over 9,000 family households in the City of Moose Jaw. 16% of 
the families identified in the census were lone-parent families. Of the 84% of 
homes that were a couple, 47% had children. 

English is widely 
spoken within 
households at 96%. 
For the other 4% of 
the population, non-
official languages 
are spoken five times 
more commonly than 
French. 

French (1% | 178)
Non-official 

languages (3% | 1,080)

English
(96% | 32,082)



Households spend most of their money on recreation services over recreation 
equipment, recreation vehicles, and home entertainment-related costs. 
Additionally, families choose to spend 95% on recreation over home 
entertainment. 

Automobiles are the primary 
mode of transportation 
(91%). Out of the 
commuters that rely on 
vehicles, 14% of the 
population participates 
in carpooling. Active 
transportation makes up 7% 
of the commutes.

RECREATION   EXPENDITURE PER 

TYPE   HOUSEHOLD

Recreation equipment and  $1,175

related services  

Home entertainment equipment  $240

and services   

Recreation services  $2,615

Recreation vehicles and  $748

associated services  

TOTAL SURVEYED  15,434

Car, truck or van - as a driver 13,125

Car, truck or van - as a passenger 887

Public transit   237

Walked   859

Bicycle   113

Other methods  213

Recreational 
vehicles and 
associated 
services
(16%)

Recreational 
equipment 
and associated 
services
(24%)

Recreation 
services 
(55%)

Home 
entertainment 
equipment 
and services 
(5%)

Figure 8: 2021 Expenditure per Household

Figure 9: Mode of Transportation to Work (2021 Estimates and Projections)
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3.2 Background Study Review
There are numerous studies and policies that were completed prior to or 
concurrently with this plan. A key part of this master plan process was 
reviewing the key documents and ensuring that the vision, findings and 
policies aligned with that of this plan. Below are summaries of these relevant 
documents and the influence they had on the shaping of this Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan.

3.2.1 Economic Impact of Moose Jaw Festivals & Events on the 
Local & Provincial Economies (2020)
Festivals and events are significant drivers of the economy in Moose Jaw. 
Every year, these festivals and events attract hundreds of thousands of visitors 
to Moose Jaw and injects millions of dollars and numerous jobs into the City’s 
economy. This study attempts to quantify the value of festivals, conventions, 
and events in the Moose Jaw region in a typical year both in terms of their 
size and impact on other industries, employment, labour income, output, and 
government revenues.   
This study ultimately proves the importance of continuing and growing on 
the programming of the City and the positive effect tourism can have on the 
City’s economy. This information was essential in understanding the existing 
economic make-up of the City and how planning for Parks and Recreation can 
play a hole in hosting continuously successful events and festivals in the City.2

3.2.2 Playground Renewal Program (2021)
At the time this program was created, the City of Moose Jaw had over 
50 playgrounds, 30 of which are managed by the Parks and Recreation 
Department. This program provides annual capital funding for the 
replacement and renewal of Moose Jaw-owned playground sites as they age.3 

One of the policies identified in the City’s Official Community Plan states 
that to the extent possible, the City shall attempt to ensure that public open 
spaces are distributed such that no residential property is located more than 
400 meters from the closest public open space.4  Through this program it was 
determined that the City has good coverage for open space and playgrounds 
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specifically. This information was valuable to consider as this Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan was developed.

3.2.3 Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool Replacement Plan (2022)
The existing Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool is currently the only 50-meter outdoor pool 
in Saskatchewan and features both a 7-meter and 10-meter diving platform. While 
this is a remarkable facility – it currently faces numerous challenges such as:

• Lack of accessibility and inclusivity;
• Structural issues with numerous components well beyond their lifespan; 

and,
• Mechanical issues such as the archaic pool pumps that are controlled by 

manual wheels that are a failure concern.5

This replacement program was created alongside the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan. Initial rounds of community engagement for this plan in combination with 
the challenges of the existing pool made it clear that a replacement program 
was required. The Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool Replacement Program outlines the 
construction of a modern, fully accessible, and inclusive outdoor aquatic facility that 
will better meet the community’s needs and would serve as a popular attraction 
to the local area. The program seeks to replace the existing 50-meter pool with 
a new interactive outdoor water park that will significantly improve access and 
programming opportunities for all ages and abilities.6

3.2.4 Trails and Pathways Master Plan (upcoming)
At the time of completing this plan the City of Moose Jaw had just received grant 
funding for a trails and pathways master plan to explore the active transportation 
network of the community. Trail development is an important attribute of public 
open space and national, provincial and local trends all support a well-planned and 
maintained trail system for people to enjoy. This master plan will not only be for 
walking trails, but will look at all forms of active transportation, including cycling. 
Numerous planning documents as well as community engagement programs 
reinforced the importance of creating a Trails Master Plan, Active Transportation 
Master Plan, or similar to ensure the City of Moose Jaw is well-connected.
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4.1 Federal
4.1.1 Canadian City Parks Report (2022)
This report is updated on an annual basis and identifies strategies for more 
equitable and creative ways of planning, designing and programming parks. 
This most recent annual report focuses on human connection to nature, 
creative funding models and using parks and open space as places for 
promoting better health and other personal restorative purposes. It explores 
how barriers to recreation have been caused by lack of time, inadequate 
access to natural areas and accessibility challenges. The report supports more 
nature-based programming and education and ways of promoting ecological 
stewardship.

4.1.2 Let’s Get Moving (The Common Vision) (2018)
The Common Vision - A Canada where all Canadians move more and sit less, 
more often. 

Being physically active have been proven to improve and maintain overall 
health and to preventing chronic disease. Levels of physical inactivity and 
sedentary living among Canadians are critical issues in Canada. This is 
Canada’s first policy that focuses on physical activity and its relationship to 
sport, recreation, health, and other relevant policy areas. Let’s Get Moving 
outlines the Common Vision – which is a new, collective way forward that will 
guide the country towards ways of increasing physical activity and reducing 
sedentary living. It is a national policy document that is intended to move the 
country.7

This policy is informed and inspired by Indigenous viewpoints and input 
from several organizations and leaders. The Common Vision is for anyone 
that has a stake in promoting physical activity and reducing sedentary living 
in Canada. The Common Vision serves to complement and align with other 
relevant policies, strategies and frameworks so that progress can be made.8

Figure 10: A Common Vision: serving to complement and align with other 
relevant policies, strategies and frameworks.

4.1.3 Parks for All (2017)
Developed in 2017 by the Canadian Parks and Recreation Association (CPRA) 
and the Canadian Parks Council (CPC), Parks for All presents a vision for parks 
as well as four strategic directions.

Vision: Connected Canadian parklands and waters that support healthy 
Nature and healthy people in harmony for generations to come, backed by an 
active, diverse parks community that cultivates shared goals, mutual respect, 
and collective action.

Strategic Directions:
Collaborate

• Nurturing partnerships between Indigenous organizations and the 
broader parks community;
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• Collaborating with new and diverse sectors; and
• Strategizing beyond park boundaries.

Connect
• Raising public awareness of our parks;
• Facilitating experiences which connect visitors with nature; and
• Sharing stories and successes to inspire more engagement.

Conserve
• Expanding Canada’s park system;
• Enhancing parks planning and management; and
• Enhancing ecosystem service benefits from parks.

Lead
• Setting ambitious examples that can pave the way for others, in 

Canada and internationally;
• Building the capability of current and future leaders; and
• Developing and maintaining systems, tools, and resources to 

support leaders.
• This initiative provides a unified strategic direction for all parks 

across Canada. The vision is well suited to parks and recreation in 
Moose Jaw.

4.1.4 Truth and Reconciliation
Reconciliation Canada is an Indigenous-led organization that envisions a 
vibrant Canada where all peoples achieve their full potential and shared 
prosperity through meaningful relationships, values-based dialogue, 
leadership and action. Several “calls to action” were outlined in the Truth and 
Reconciliation report commissioned by Reconciliation Canada in 2016. Some 
of the calls to action are pertinent to the public delivery of recreation services.

• Call to Action 66: We call upon the federal government 
to establish multi-year funding for community-based youth 
organizations to deliver programs on reconciliation. Figure 11: Pathways to Wellbeing Framework Diagram
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• Call to Action 67: We call upon the federal government 
to provide funding to the Canadian Museums Association 
to undertake, in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, a 
national review of museum policies and best practices.

• Call to Action 87: We call upon all levels of government, 
in collaboration with Aboriginal peoples, sports halls of 
fame, and other relevant organizations, to provide public 
education that tells the national story of Aboriginal athletes 
in history.

• Call to Action 88: We call upon all levels of government 
to take action to ensure long-term Aboriginal athlete 
development and growth, and continued support for the 
North American Indigenous Games, including funding to 
host the games and for provincial and territorial team 
preparation and travel.

4.1.5 Framework for Recreation in Canada: Pathways to 
Wellbeing (2015)
The Framework provides a new vision for recreation and identifies 
common ways of thinking about the role of recreation in Canadian 
life, based on clear goals and underlying values and principles. It 
has been endorsed by the Government of Canada, Provincial and 
Territorial Ministers, the Canadian Parks and Recreation Association, 
Provincial and Territorial Parks and Recreation Associations and the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

The Framework provides a renewed definition of recreation: 
Recreation is the experience that results from freely chosen 
participation in physical, social, intellectual, creative and spiritual 
pursuits that enhance individual and community wellbeing.

A Framework for Recreation in Canada (2015)

Everyone engaged in meaningful, accessible recreation experiences, that foster:

Individual Wellbeing     Wellbeing of Natural & Built Environments     Community Wellbeing

PUBLIC GOOD     INCLUSION & EQUITY     SUSTAINABILITY     LIFELONG PARTICIPATION

OUTCOME-DRIVEN     QUALITY & RELEVANCE     EVIDENCE-BASED     PARTNERSHIPS     INNOVATION

                LIVING                   & ACCESS                  & NATURE             ENVIRONMENTS            CAPACITY 

VISION:

VALUES:

PRINCIPLES OF OPERATION:

GOALS:

PRIORITIES
-  Participation  
   throughout   
   the lifecourse
-  Physical 
   literacy
-  Play
-  Reduce 
   sedentary 
   behaviours

Equitable 
participation for 
all, regardless of 
socioeconomic 
status, age, race, 
Aboriginal status, 
gender, ability, 
sexual orientation or 
geographic location.

-  Natural spaces 
   and places
-  Comprehensive 
   system of parks
-  Public 
   awareness and 
   education
-  Minimize 
   negative 
   impacts

-  Provide 
   essential 
   spaces and   
   places
-  Use existing 
   structures and 
   spaces for 
   multiple 
   purposes
-  Renew 
   infrastructure
-  Active 
   transportation
-  Recreation 
   education
-  Assessment 
   tools
-  Align 
   community 
   initiatives

-  Collaborative 
   system
-  Career 
   development
-  Advanced 
   education
-  Capacity 
   development
-  Community 
   leadership
-  Volunteers
-  Knowledge 
   development

                ACTIVE                  INCLUSION        CONNECTING PEOPLE      SUPPORTIVE            RECREATION  

Figure 11: Pathways to Wellbeing Framework Diagram
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4.2 Provincial
4.2.1 Saskatchewan Parks & Recreation Association Strategic Plan 
(2019-2024)
The Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association Strategic Plan directly 
reflects the Goals and Priorities of the Framework for Recreation in Canada, 
which is the national guide for the continued advancement of recreation (see 
Section 4.1.5). This document is also aligned with other national resources, 
such as Parks for All: An Action Plan for Canada’s Parks Community, A 

Common Vision for increasing physical activity and reducing sedentary living 
in Canada: Let’s Get Moving, and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada: Calls to Action were considered in the development of the outcomes 
and objectives of our Strategic Plan.9

 

SPRA Strategic Plan Active and Engaged Communities Sector Capacity Leadership

Framework for Recreation in Canada
Active
Living

Inclusion 
& Access

Connecting 
People & 
Nature

Supportive
Environments

Recreation
Capacity

Figure 12: SRPA Alignment with Framework for Recreation in Canada

20



The vision of this Strategic Plan is to create a “Saskatchewan in which all 
people have equitable access to recreation experiences that contribute to 
their health and wellbeing; result in connected and engaged community 
members; and provide connection and attachment to the natural 
environment.”10  The desired outcomes of this Strategic Plan are:

• Active and engaged communities: the delivery network is 
effective and meets the needs of Saskatchewan people to build 
healthier communities;

• Sector capacity: we enhance and contribute to the continued 
growth and sustainability of the recreation sector; and

• Leadership: the recreation and parks sector is led by a strong and 
effective organization.11

4.2.2 Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport Business Plan (2022-
2023)
A main objective of the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sports Business is to 
invest in programs and activities that directly contribute to the improvement 
of the quality of life and wellbeing of the people of Saskatchewan.12  Some 
highlights of the 2022-2023 Budget include:

• Ongoing commitment to deliver platform promises to enhance 
quality of life;

• Increase in funding for Creative Saskatchewan film and television 
grants to support Saskatchewan production companies working to 
produce a feature film or TV production;

• Increase in funding for the Community Initiatives Fund;
• Investing over $12.5M for Parks Capital Projects to address 

maintenance, upgrade requirements and improve visitor 
experiences throughout the provincial park system;

• Continued funding for the development and installation of new 
exhibits at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum (RSM); and

• Continued funding for the ongoing implementation of the Online 
Client Services Initiative to reduce client costs, streamline work 
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process, reduce red-tape, and decrease service timelines in the 
heritage approval process for development in Saskatchewan.13 

4.2.3 Inspiring Movement: Play Well – Learn Well – Live Well 
(2010)
Students who are physically active tend to perform better academically. 
Schools play an important role in encouraging active living. The policy 
framework and guidelines, Inspiring Movement: Play Well – Learn Well – 
Live Well (2010) is based on a Comprehensive School Community Health 
approach that promotes active living, including engaging students in healthy 
levels of daily physical activity. The document provides school divisions with 
the rationale for daily physical activity, some key understandings, a policy 
statement and the building blocks of physical activity in Saskatchewan. It also 
outlines the roles and responsibilities for ensuring daily physical activity and 
provides some assistance to those school divisions beginning their journey to 
promoting and establishing active schools. 

4.3 Local
4.3.1 Official Community Plan for the City of Moose Jaw (2010)
The City of Moose Jaw Official Community Plan provides the policy 
framework to define, direct and evaluate development in the City of Moose 
Jaw, ensuring that development takes place in an orderly manner, balancing 
the environmental, social, physical and economic needs of the community. As 
of December 2022, the City of Moose Jaw has begun the process of updating 
the 2010 Official Community Plan. The data and information collected 
through the development of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan will 
play an important role in establishing the priorities for the updated Official 
Community Plan. 

The 2010 Official Community Plan is intended to guide the growth and 
development of the City of Moose Jaw to a population of approximately 
40,000.14  The plan includes three distinct goals that outline the high-level 
priorities for future development in the City:



• To direct development and growth in Moose Jaw in a manner that:
• ensured efficient use of land and municipal infrastructure 

(efficiency);
• maintains a positive relationship with environmental values 

and resource capabilities (sustainability);
• enhances economic diversity and security (diversity and 

security); and
• provides for equity in land use decisions and a fair 

distribution of community services (equity). 
• To enhance Moose Jaw’s identity as a place to visit, to locate or 

expand a business, to work and to live (identity).
• To recognize that, in working towards the above goals, it will be 

important for the City of Moose Jaw to:
• encourage and facilitate public participation in the planning 

process; and
• work in cooperation and coordination with other groups, 

agencies, institutions and governments, both within and 
beyond the City.15

The Official Community Plan greatly influenced the goals and objectives 
of this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. It is imperative that subsequent 
plans and tools, such as this Parks and Recreation Master Plan, build on the 
priorities outlined in higher level planning documents to ensure a cohesive 
community vision. Numerous objectives of the Official Community Plan are 
relevant to this plan, examples include:

• To provide parks and recreation open space sufficient to meet the 
needs of Moose Jaw’s residents, ensuring that these resources are 
distributed throughout the City in a fair and equitable manner;

• To manage all forms of the open space system in a planned and 
environmentally sensitive manner; and

• To provide parks, open space and recreational program delivery at 
a level that aids in the attraction and retention of young families to 
and in the City.
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4.3.2 City of Moose Jaw Strategic Plan (2022)
The City of Moose Jaw recently updated their Strategic Plan. This strategic 
plan is created to determine the long-term vision and goals of the City and an 
action plan to achieve these goals. The overall vision of Moose Jaw’s Strategic 
Plan is that we are a community built on values. Those values, as identified in 
the Strategic Plan are:

• We will walk the talk by living what you want to see in our 
community;

• We will have the courage to try new things, and not be afraid 
action could lead to failure;

• We will be customer-focused in our deliberations and actions;
• Responsive to citizen needs;
• Solution focused;
• Start with ‘YES’ in serving the community;

• We will not be afraid of being challenged by the public, or to 
challenge the community;

• We will always start with open, honest, and frank conversations 
with our stakeholders;

• We will clearly define what we do and do it well. We will not do 
what we don’t do well;

• We will be forward thinking and innovative in identifying problems 
and finding solutions;

• In any meetings, public or private, we will leave our negativity and 
our egos at the door;

• We will recognize that disagreement can be communicated without 
being disagreeable, angry, or disrespectful;

• We will not betray the trust that exists when we are together, or the 
trust instilled to us by the public we serve;

• We agree the past will remain in the past, unless it is something to 
be celebrated and appreciated; and

• We operate as one family and one community with the goal of 
making the community better and preparing it for the future.
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From the values, the City has a shared sense of purpose to provide 
exceptional services to our customers and each other; taking ownership and 
pride in what we do. The Strategic Plan then lists numerous action items and 
objectives that are categorized into the following groups:

• Branding – Moose Jaw Story;
• Agriculture, Diversification and Innovation;
• Entrepreneurial Civic Administration;
• Core Amenities and Services;
• Regional Collaboration;
• Transportation and Infrastructure; and
• People and Culture. 

Numerous actions and objectives identified in the Strategic Plan go hand-
and-hand with parks and recreation. For example, the Strategic Plan outlines 
an action item to create a replacement plan for the Phyllis Dewar Outdoor 
Pool. This plan is now well underway, and a priority of this Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan is to carry out the replacement plan for the pool.16

4.3.3 City of Moose Jaw Climate Action Plan (2021)
The City of Moose Jaw’s Climate Action Plan is a long-term, action-driven 
plan providing both economic and environmental impacts that will showcase 
the City of Moose Jaw as a municipal climate change leader. It is a lead-by-
example approach that will encourage all residents, business owners and 
institutions to contribute to the City’s overall climate action strategy.17

The Climate Action Plan outlines numerous green initiatives such as reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions. This Parks and Recreation Master Plan seeks 
to build upon this mindset and look at the future of these amenities and 
resources through an environmental lens. 

4.3.4 City of Moose Jaw South Hill Local Area Plan (2015)
The purpose of the South Hill Local Area Plan (LAP) is to identify a vision 
for the neighbourhood and recommend a course forward for good planning 

and development. This is achieved through the objectives and policies that 
have been developed throughout the planning process. The LAP is written 
specifically for the neighbourhood of South Hill.18

The LAP identifies numerous objectives that relate to this Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan. These objectives include:

• to promote the community as a safe neighbourhood to live, work, 
and play in;

• to support increased access to a wide variety of community services 
for all residents;

• to support planning for a healthy community through social 
development initiatives;

• to address the specific needs of youth and seniors in the 
neighbourhood;

• to ensure programs and services are readily available to meet the 
needs of people of all ages and backgrounds in South Hill;

• to focus on inclusionary programs, services, amenities and 
initiatives that embraces the diversity of the neighbourhood;

• to ensure South Hill remains safe and accessible for all residents 
and visitors;

• to expand on community gardening and similar community-based 
initiatives such as the Yara Gardens;

• to promote the many passive and active recreational activities and 
programs in South Hill;

• to encourage the development and enjoyment of outdoor activities 
for all seasons;

• to provide regular communication to community members and 
tourists about amenities and services available;

• to acknowledge and protect natural environmental features and 
systems within South Hill;

• to maintain and expand on community green spaces for a variety of 
uses and activities;

• to preserve, conserve, and interpret our built and natural heritage;
• to promote South Hill as a hub of activity for community and 
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cultural events;
• to ensure that South Hill’s infrastructure and public works are 

accessible, safe, and equal to that of other neighbourhoods in 
Moose Jaw;

• to expand and create more signage for community amenities and 
services in South Hill;

• to have innovative and trendy public places that can be used and 
enjoyed for locals and visitors alike;

• to embrace green energy opportunities for South Hill;
• to create the safest, most walkable and accessible neighbourhood 

in Moose Jaw;
• to model a well-connected neighbourhood transportation network 

in Moose Jaw through an interface of walkability, accessibility, 
driveability, bike-ability, rail, and public transit;

• to consider alleyway developments for pedestrian & bike use;
• to create trail routes that safely leads to the business centre;
• to recognize the historic and everyday value of Wakamow and 

the wider valley as a local amenity of South Hill that includes the 
conservation of its natural landscape and wildlife;

• to encourage a better understanding about the importance of our 
valley; and

• to ensure Wakamow and the wider valley is utilized as a multi-
seasonal area for South Hillers and others.

4.3.5 Downtown Local Area Plan (2017)
The purpose of the Downtown Local Area Plan (DLAP) is to identify a 
comprehensive vision for Downtown Moose Jaw and provide supporting 
direction for implementing the vision through policy, guidelines and catalyst 
projects. The DLAP illustrates the vision’s policies and guidelines and provides 
a short, medium and long-term implementation strategy to achieve success in 
revitalizing and sustaining the downtown.19

The DLAP identifies numerous policies that relate to this Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan. These objectives include:
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• protect, revitalize and sensitively enhance historic Crescent Park, its 
historic structures and monuments to ensure better integration of 
the public realm and contributes to the enhanced vibrancy of the 
Downtown;

• create a multi-use “Crescent promenade” that would consist 
of a 3m wide pedestrian path and 3m wide bike path to 
accommodate in-line skating in the summer and Nordic skiing 
in the winter;

• ensure the on-going maintenance and replacement of the 
flora/trees to support urban bio-diversity;

• explore and define a future purpose (adaptive re-use) for 
the historic Natatorium. Explore land uses compatible with 
tourism, hospitality, cultural or sport activities, including 
interior and exterior programming;

• investigate opportunities for the creation of a minimum of one 
pocket park in each of the four character areas;

• improve the existing Moose Jaw Events Centre entry into a 
Public Square and connect it with a future “Celebration Square”/
Pedestrian Mall on River Street NW;

• create a small public square in conjunction with a future Farmers 
Market at the corner of Cordova Street and Langdon Crescent;

• create an 11m wide ceremonial promenade on Main Street from 
Manitoba Street to Athabasca Street to accommodate pedestrian, 
bike users and the need for restaurant/café patios or retail displays 
year-around;

• create a minimum 6m pedestrian and bicycle promenade at the 
perimeter of Crescent Park;

• investigate opportunities for community gardens, healing gardens 
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and courtyards with children’s playgrounds in Character 
Area 4 where there is the highest density of residential/
seniors land uses; and

• all comprehensive block redevelopments should include 
one or more garden-type opportunities.

4.3.6 Moose Jaw Cultural Action Plan (on-going)
The City of Moose Jaw, Cultural Diversity Advisory Committee and 
community partners, are actively taking steps towards developing 
the city’s first Cultural Action Plan. The goal of the Cultural Action 
Plan is to identify a vision, goals, and actions for culture in Moose 
Jaw. 

The phases of this Cultural Action Plan are outlined below:
1. Research Phase - Initial Community Engagement and 

Mapping (2021/2022) COMPLETED
2. Engagement Phase – Community Engagement on 

Short & Long-Term Strategic Goals and Action Items 
(2022) IN PROGRESS

3. Development Phase – Culture Plan Development 
and Adoption (2023)

4. Implementation Phase – Culture Plan 
Implementation and Evaluation (2023/2024)

Phase 1, initial community engagement revealed future 
aspirations for culture in Moose Jaw. They key themes, outlined 
below have directly influenced the recommendations of this 
master plan:

• Diversity;
• Community building;
• Funding and sponsorships;
• Collaboration;
• Heritage;
• Enhance access; and
• Promotion. 



5.0 TRENDS AND 
LEADING PRACTICES
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There are many local, provincial and national trends worthy of consideration 
when developing facilities and services specific to parks and recreation. 
Understanding trends pertaining to participation in certain activities, 
designing facilities and delivering programs and services will allow the City to 
strategically position itself to provide needed leisure opportunities.

5.1 National Trends
5.1.1 Spontaneous and Unstructured Recreation
This report is updated on an annual basis and identifies strategies for more 
equitable and creative ways of planning, designing and programming parks. 
This most recent annual report focuses on human connection to nature, 
creative funding models and using parks and open space as places for 
promoting better health and other personal restorative purposes. It explores 
how barriers to recreation have been caused by lack of time, inadequate 
access to natural areas and accessibility challenges. The report supports more 
nature-based programming and education and ways of promoting ecological 
stewardship.

5.1.1 Spontaneous and Unstructured Recreation
Demand for unorganized and drop-in activities is on the rise, at the expense 
of most organized and structured programs which are inflexible to people 
with limited free time. Trails (both natural and paved) continue to be one of 
the most demanded “facilities” as walking for leisure, cycling, in-line skating, 
etc. are all popular forms of leisure and active transportation activities.

5.1.2 Physical Literacy
Physical literacy is one of the most prominent trends, nation-wide. As people’s 
abilities and interests change, taking on new skills, sports and ways of 
recreating can often be challenging and a barrier to continue with physical 
activity. Physical literacy is a means of giving people confidence to try new 
activities, learn new skills and adapt to different types of recreation. Canadian 
Sport for Life describes physical literacy as, “the motivation, confidence, 
physical competence, knowledge and understanding to value and take 
responsibility for engagement in physical activities for life.”

5.1.3 Decreased Physical Activity
High levels of physical inactivity and obesity are being observed across the 
country, largely due to a lack of time and participation in sedentary forms of 
leisure (i.e., watching television, online activities, etc.). To facilitate healthy 
lifestyles, all levels of government are examining ways to increase physical 
activity and participation levels through the introduction of programs, funding 
and other initiatives.

5.1.4 Stronger Human-Nature Connection
The health benefits of routine contact with nature have been well researched 
and documented over the past number of years. Nature provides a range of 
restorative powers over people and over the past decade there has been a 
prominent shift toward nature-based recreation. Moose Jaw offers a diverse 
set of natural area experiences for its residents to enjoy and to get immersed 
in natural areas such as the Wakamow Valley. Oftentimes natural areas 
in urban environments are perceived to be unsafe, unkept and places of 
questionable activity. A fine balance is needed to ensure ecosystems are kept 
intact, while offering people ability to participate in these natural areas in a 
safe manner. 

5.1.5 Youth Sport Participation
Fewer children and youth are participating in most organized sports (though 
soccer and female hockey are notable exceptions) in favour of casual 
activities that fit into their schedule. Arena sports (i.e., hockey, ringette, 
figure skating, etc.) continue to be in demand, particularly for prime-time 
hours, although forecasted declines in child/youth age groups may result in 
additional ice time becoming available particularly for adults and older adults. 

5.1.6 Overscheduled Children
A common trend in recreation is that children are over-programmed. Between 
educational commitments and school recreational activities, children have a 
number of other activities available to them such as extra-curricular sport, 



performing and visual art activities and also a range of other competitive 
and non-competitive team options. Over programming can lead to chronic 
fatigue, challenges with cognitive function such as high levels of distraction 
and a lack of adequate mental rest. Busy children also mean busy parents, 
and oftentimes parents’ commitment to busy children results in these parents 
having less available personal time for their own recreation and physical 
activity.

5.1.7 Physical Activity in Older Adults
Adults and older adults are embracing the “active living” or “wellness” 
philosophy. Thus, municipalities are orienting their programming to respond 
to these demands.

5.1.8 Lack of Time to Recreate
The “multi-use” facility and park concept is being increasingly viewed as the 
preferred development model since it consolidates several leisure activities at 
a single location, thereby providing a “one-stop shopping” venue for time-
pressed individuals, offering cross-programming opportunities for a wide 
range of ages, and reducing municipal operational costs. 

5.1.9 Declining Volunteerism
Volunteerism is declining across the country, therefore, supporting local 
volunteers is critical to ensuring that these dedicated individuals continue to 
participate in civic life and that new volunteers can be recruited. 

5.2 Provincial/Local Trends
5.2.1 Regional Partnerships
Municipalities are often entering partnerships with community and private-
sector organizations to maximize efficiencies associated with capital and 
operational costs, so long as the municipality and the community benefit. 
Facilities and programs are more commonly supported by more than one 
municipality, such as a local government coordinating efforts with the 
surrounding regional municipality for funding, resourcing and operating 
activities.
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5.3 Recreation Sector Advancement
5.3.1 Performance Measurement
Higher levels of achievement and more competitive sport environments 
is a prominent trend in recreation. Elite leagues and higher caliber sport 
options for all ages has become commonplace, offering people the ability 
to compete at higher and higher levels of competition. Oftentimes this 
leads to greater distances traveled, whereby competitive sport will require a 
team or individual to travel far outside their community to compete against 
comparable elite teams from other population centers.

5.3.2 Climate Change Resiliency
As climate adapts there are very notable changes in how parks and recreation 
are planned, maintained and operated. The outdoor environment has seen 
the most prominent change, such as higher prominence of vegetation disease 
and insect infestations and a change in the types of plant material that will 
thrive in a certain environment. Water quality continues to decrease in many 
of Canada’s watershed, with higher mean temperatures having effects such 
as increased algae growth in fresh water. Increased temperatures also put 
higher demands on mechanical systems for indoor amenities for air handling 
and cooling. As mean temperatures rise and water quality decreases, we must 
change the way in which facilities and amenities are designed, operated and 
maintained to mitigate for this change.

5.3.3 Digital Transformation and Technology
The use of technology has exploded in the past generation, particularly with 
smart phones and devices becoming much more commonplace amongst 
people of all ages. The use of technology has made many aspects of daily 
living more efficient, and in the realm of recreation including examples 
such as online bookings, sharing information and advertising events and 
having online resources at our fingertips. The use of technology has also 
become more prominent in recreation, such as wrist devices that track 
physical activity and measure heart rate, QR codes that users can scan and 
immediately be connected to an interpretive story about a park, and the use 
of devices for geocaching or identifying trail locations. In maintaining parks 

and open space, the use of autonomous lawn mowers, automated irrigation 
and lighting systems, and software used to track park maintenance and 
asset management has increased dramatically. Technology now exists that 
tests pool water and automatically communicates with City staff and supply 
chains when levels and stores need to be replenished, further optimizing the 
maintenance of these facilities. The past generation has seen a huge increase 
in technology.

5.3.4 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Income can be a significant barrier to participation in leisure pursuits if 
costs to participate are high – as such, a person’s ability to pay needs to 
be considered by municipalities and community organizations alike when 
delivering leisure services. Systemic racism has recently been brought to the 
forefront of conversation across Canada, with various levels of government, 
community organizations and society as a whole standing up to fight against 
racism. Inclusivity is far more than embracing all people from different ethnic 
backgrounds, religions and beliefs. It is far more complex as it also calls 
upon us to make parks and recreation more accessible to people regardless 
of economic status, age, sexual orientation and so many other attributes. 
Inclusivity must be at the forefront of planning for parks and recreation.

5.2.5 Wellness Through Recreation
It is essential to provide high-quality recreation opportunities for residents’ 
physical and psychological well-being. Residents’ physical and mental well-
being Parks and recreation influence residents’ physical and psychological 
well-being and are a significant component in people’s perception of the 
quality of life in a community. The facilities, services, and programs foster 
social interaction and promote relationship building within the community.
The benefits of participating in parks and recreation activities cannot be 
understated. On an individual level, involvement in leisure programs and 
services: 

• improves personal health and reduction of healthcare costs;
• promotes community social cohesion;
• increases community spirit and pride;
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• improves quality of life;
• reduces anti-social behaviours;
• strengthens families and neighbourhoods;
• improves work performance and productivity;
• prolongs independent living; and
• reduces stress and achieves balance in life.

There are many local, provincial and national trends worthy of consideration 
when developing facilities and services specific to parks and recreation. 
Understanding trends pertaining to participation in certain activities, 
designing facilities and delivering programs and services will allow the City to 
position itself to provide needed leisure opportunities.



6.0 PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
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6.1 Previous Engagement
Prior to or concurrently with this master plan process, there have numerous 
engagement sessions held to gauge public sentiment towards other initiatives 
and planning documents. These prior engagements captured valuable 
feedback from the community. While these engagements were not part of this 
process, the feedback captured was still used to guide the direction of this 
plan. Below is a summary of these engagements.

6.1.1 Moose Jaw Cultural Action Planning – Phase 1 Research 
Report (2022)
Concurrently with the preparation of this plan, the City of Moose Jaw was 
conducting engagement for the new Cultural Action Plan. The Cultural Action 
Plan seeks to identify a vision, goals, and actions for culture in Moose Jaw. 
Refer to Section 4.3.6 for more information.

6.1.2 Special Needs Advisory Committee Community Accessibility 
Survey (2020)
The City of Moose Jaw’s Special Needs Advisory Committee serves to both 
maintain communications with other special needs organizations, and 
to provide advice and recommendations that service the unique needs 
of persons with special needs when creating City policies. In 2020 the 
City of Moose Jaw and its Special Needs Advisory Committee conducted 
an accessibility survey to help inform future recommendations from the 
committee. 
This survey revealed the following information regarding accessibility in the 
City of Moose Jaw:

• 50% of respondents reported experiencing a barrier when trying to 
access a City facility;

• Programs residents would like to see offered that consider people 
with disabilities include art events, exercise classes, and educational 
programs geared towards improving accessibility of the City and 
informing citizens of current programs geared towards inclusion;

• Majority of respondents (72%) have not faced any barriers when 
participating in a municipal program or activity;

• Notable priorities for improving accessibility in the City include 
snow removal, doorways/ramps and sidewalk repairs; and

• Top priorities for improving accessibility to City destinations include 
the Yara Centre, Crescent Park and Moose Jaw Public Library.

6.1.3 Trails Plan Public Survey (2019)
The City of Moose Jaw has over 40km of trails through the city’s parks and 
neighbourhoods. This survey was conducted to start planning how to improve 
upon this trails system.20 Below is a summary of these findings:

• Majority of respondents (50.23%) use the trails in Moose Jaw at 
least 3 times per week;

• The trails see the least amount of use during the wintertime (only 
40% of respondents);

• The top 3 types of signage that respondents want to see on the 
trails are:

• Maps;
• Distance/Step Markers; and
• Interpretive/historical markers.

• 75% of respondents feel connected to the trail system in their 
neighbourhood;

• 35% of respondents had accessibility or safety concerns regarding 
the trails system, notable concerns include:

• Winter trail clearing;
• Lack of lighting;
• Off-leash dogs;
• Unsafe road crossings;
• Lack of connectivity; and
• Insufficiently meeting accessibility standards.

• Preferred trail surface is asphalt followed by crusher dust and then 
gravel;

• 88% of respondents support the development of a trail system in 
Moose Jaw;

• The most frequently used trails are Wakamow;
• Respondents primarily use trails for walking (68%);
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• Top 3 amenities needed on trails are garbage cans, benches 
and lighting; and

• Numerous trail gaps were identified in the City.

6.2 Engagement Summaries
This section includes summaries of the various engagement sessions 
conducted as part of this Parks & Recreation Master Plan process. 
For more information, the complete What We Heard report for each 
engagement can be found in Appendix A. 

6.2.1 Household Survey
This survey was designed to capture a glance into how local citizens 
use and experience the parks and recreation facilities Moose Jaw 
currently has to offer.  All age groups were targeted from 0-65+, 
see the pie cart to the right, that represents how ages 6-17 and 
35-44 were the highest percentage of survey respondents.  A link 
to the survey was available to the general public through the Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan project website (parksmasterplan.com/
moosejaw).  There was a total of 317 household surveys filled out 
representing 636 residents with 100% completion rate.  The survey 
was active from April 5-25th, 2022.

Response Demographics
• 98% of respondents have not immigrated to or resettled in 

Canada within the past 3 years;
• It is important to note that while the 65+ age cohort 

represents more than 21% of the population of Moose Jaw, 
this same age group represents only 7% of respondents;

• 11% of respondents identify as an Indigenous person in 
Canada; and

• 95% percent of respondents are residents of Moose Jaw, 
and of them, 74% have lived in Moose Jaw for over 10 
years and 89% plan to still be living in Moose Jaw 5 years 
from now.

Age Groups
Age group breakdown 
on 317 households who 
submitted a survey:

6-17

0-5

18-24

25-34
35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

20%

7%

11%
22%

12%

10%

7% 12%

Figure 13: Respondent Age Groups
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Current Use of Recreation, Arts, Culture and Parks Facilities
The survey recorded that 100% of respondents currently make use of facilities 
in Moose Jaw. The top three reasons their household uses these facilities 
are for health benefits / physical activity (87%), to be outdoors/get fresh air 
(85%) and for their own personal enjoyment (78%).  Below is the breakdown 
of all reasons recorded.

Overall Satisfaction
The majority of respondents are either somewhat or very satisfied with the 
parks and recreation programs and services currently offered in Moose Jaw 
(86%).  This means that only 14% of respondents are dissatisfied or unsure.

87%

54%

37%

34%

32%

21%

66%

85%

80%

Socializing

Pass the time

Improve skills/be creative

Learn new things

Enjoy a challenge

Relaxation/stress relief

To be outdoors/fresh air

Enjoyment - because it's fun

5%Other (please specify)

Figure 14: Reasons for Using Facilities

86%
satisfied
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Overall utilization of both indoor and outdoor venues are represented graphically 
to below via font sizing.  The larger the font size, the more frequently respondents 
noted using the facility, and vice versa.
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Indoor Facility Utilization
To the right is a list of Moose Jaw’s most and least 
utilized indoor facilities according to the graph below 
that was created from the question where respondents 
were asked to indicate how many times their household 
actively utilized indoor facilities in the past year.  With 
closures to many amenities such as the 15 Wing Pool 
during the two years leading up to this master plan, 
utilization statistics were highly skewed, and rather 
than reflecting historic use, it was a factor of people 
having access to limited facilities. 
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Indoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility)For each listed 
below, please indicate how many times your household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the 

past 12 months.Notes

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ Uses
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Indoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility)For each listed 
below, please indicate how many times your household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the 

past 12 months.Notes

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ UsesIndoor Facility Utilization

Top 5 most utilized facilities: 

1. Kinsmen Sportsplex Indoor Pool
2. Moose Jaw Public Library
3. Yara Centre
4. Moose Jaw Events Centre
5. Kinsmen Sportsplex Arena

Top 5 least utilized facilities: 

1. Thunder Creek Archery Club
2. 15 Wing Pool
3. 15 Wing Community Fitness Centre
4. Music Studios
5. Performing Arts Studios

* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility

Figure 17: Indoor facility utilization
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Outdoor Facility Utilization
To the right is a list of Moose Jaw’s most and least utilized outdoor 
facilities according to the graph below that was created from the 
question where respondents were asked to indicate how many 
times their household actively utilized outdoor facilities in the 
past year.  By far respondents utilize Moose Jaw’s trails, parks and 
playgrounds the most. Specifically, Crescent Park seems to be most 
utilized park in the City.  Only 5% of respondents did not use the 
City’s pathways and trails on a regular basis.  The lawn bowling 
green at Crescent Park and the Moose Jaw Tennis Club only had an 
average of 5% of respondents using these facilities. 
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Outdoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, 
or funded facility)For each listed below, please indicate how many times your 
household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the past 12 

months.Note

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ Uses
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Indoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility)For each listed 
below, please indicate how many times your household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the 

past 12 months.Notes

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ Uses

Top 5 most utilized facilities:
 
1. City of Moose Jaw Pathways/Trails
2. City of Moose Jaw Parks & Playgrounds
3. Wakamow Valley Pathways/Trails
4. Crescent Park
5. Wakamow Parks and Playgrounds

Top 5  least utilized facilities:

1. Lawn Bowling (Crescent Park)
2. Moose Jaw Tennis Club
3. MacDonald Athletic Field
4. Kinsmen Sportsplex Crokicurl
5. Memorial Field Outdoor Facility 

Outdoor Facility Utilization * Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility

Figure 18: Outdoor facility utilization



Amenity Priorities
Respondents were asked to indicate their top 5 priorities for recreation for 
both indoor and outdoor facilities.  Below are the top 10 facilities that were 
chosen as having the highest priority.  In both categories indoor and outdoor 
pools came in as the number one priority.    

OUTDOOR AMENITIES

Outdoor Pool

Natural Areas / Open Spaces

Multi Use Trails (Non-motorized)

Playgrounds

Baseball Diamonds

Basketball Courts

Softball/Slo Pitch Diamonds

Outdoor Rinks

Cross-country Skiing/Running Trails

Artificial Turf Fields (Soccer, football, etc..)

PRIORITY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

INDOOR AMENITIES

Aquatic Facilities (Indoors)

Fitness/Wellness Facilities

Indoor Walking/Running Tracks

Arena Sport Facilities (Ice and sportcourt use)

Library Spaces

Cultural/Ceremonial Spaces

Child Care Facilities

Multi-use Gymnasium Spaces (e.g. basketball)

Playgrounds (Indoors)

Indoor Turf Facilities (soccer)

Amenity Overall Improvements
Overall respondents seem to be happy with the condition of the 
indoor amenities with the higher percentages leaning to the side of no 
improvements necessary.  In regards to indoor facilities, there was a strong 
desire that stood out from the rest to see improvements to Phyllis Dewar 
outdoor pool at 57.8%.   In total there were 125 comments in regards to 
improvements needed to indoor facilities and 181 comments in regards to 
improvements respondents feel are needed to outdoor facilities.
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Figure 19: Amenity Priorities from the Household Survey
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EXISTING OUTDOOR AMENITIES IN 
NEED OF IMPROVEMENTS:

EXISTING INDOOR AMENITIES IN 
NEED OF IMPROVEMENTS:

AMENITIES IN NEED  
OF IMPROVEMENTS:

AMENITIES NOT IN NEED 
OF IMPROVEMENTS:

Moose Jaw
Cultural Centre

Ford Curling Centre

Kinsmen Sportsplex
Indoor Pool

Yara Centre

52.2%

18.0%

34.7%

26.7%

29.5%

the majority of 
survey respondents 

feel indoor amenities 
are in good shape

Mosaic Place

the majority of survey 
respondents feel the 
Phyllis Dewar Outdoor 
pool has the greatest 
need of improvements
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Figure 20: Existing Indoor Amenities in Need of Improvements

Figure 21: Existing Outdoor Amenities in Need of Improvements
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Moose Jaw Curling Centre
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Community Programming
Respondents were asked 3 questions in regard to community programming.  
The three questions touched on adequate/inadequate supply of programming 
across all age groups (0-55+ years of age), what barriers exist that prevents 
involvement and what are improvement and/or changes that would increase 
participation and overall enjoyment of new and/or existing programs.  Across 
all questions an overall lack of public awareness seemed to be a common 
thread.   

Preschoolers
(Aged 0-5)

Children
(Aged 6-12)

Teens (Aged
13-19)

Young Adults
(Aged 20-30)

Middle Aged
Adults (Aged

31-54)

Seniors/Elders
(Aged 55+)

Families
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Please provide your opinion regarding the current 
supply of community programs within the following 

age demographics.

Adequate

Inadequate

Unsure
Preschoolers

(Aged 0-5)
Children

(Aged 6-12)
Teens (Aged

13-19)
Young Adults
(Aged 20-30)

Middle Aged
Adults (Aged

31-54)

Seniors/Elders
(Aged 55+)

Families
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Please provide your opinion regarding the current 
supply of community programs within the following 

age demographics.

Adequate

Inadequate

Unsure

No time

Too expensive

Unaware of the opportunities

Crowded facilities

27%

23%

46%

60%

27%

Figure 22: Supply of Community Programs

Figure 23: Barriers to Participation
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Figure 24: Desired Improvements to Programming

Figure 25: Experience with 
Renting Facilities

Improved marketing/awareness

Greater variety

Better instruction

More convenient schedules

Enhanced content

Accommodate more participants

87%

54%

37%

34%

32%

32%

32%

32%

Rentable Park and Recreational Facilities
Along with programming, the City of Moose Jaw 
offers rentable facilities and outdoor spaces so 
residents can reserve areas for recreational purposes.  
Overall, 40% of the respondents have rented facilities 
in the past, leaving 60% not having done so.  Of the 
respondents that have rented facilities, 65% were 
satisfied with the overall experience.  Respondents 
were asked why they had never rented park space, 
65% felt they have “never had the need to” and 20% 
“did not know how” to book a site. 

Below are a few of the roughly 82 comments received 
on how their personal experience was with renting 
a facility and how the City could improve the rental 
experience.  Even though the previous question 
represented overall satisfaction with the rental 
process, it seems a number of the comments referred 
to the process being outdated, rentals being too costly 
and it being hard to find current information.  

Less expensive, 
nickel & dimed to 

death!

Rented at the MJCC. 
The staff there 

were fantastic and 
accommodating but 
the lack of cleaning 
staff, in other years 
it wasn’t an issue, 
but now it seems 

the city just doesn’t 
care about the 

facility anymore.

At the time, 
the insurance 

cost 
prohibited 
using the 
facility.

 Thought it was fine. 
Maybe more online 
booking options?

I was given the 
wrong code 

to disable the 
security alarm at 

the pavilion above 
the oval. I had to 
call the office to 
inform them and 
have the alarm 
turned off.....

knowing what is 
available - create 
packages to allow 
people to see what 

is available

I used to rent 
Rush Ice for my 

preschooler for $10/
person to teach her 

to skate but this 
year it went up to 
$70 which is way 
too much money 
to bring a young 

child just to learn to 
skate.

We have rented 
space at Yara for 

a kids party and it 
was great

It was a hassle to 
rent and the cost is 

ridiculous.

I rented canoes at Connor 
Park and both were great

Indoor facilities 
should have a 

higher standard for 
cleanliness.

Everything was 
good.

It was 
really good.

Better lighting in Yara

If scheduling was simpler.
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Under-Served Populations
Below is a list of specific groups that 
were mentioned when respondents 
were asked to provide specific 
groups of the population they feel 
are under-served when it comes 
to recreation. There were over 85 
comments captured by the survey 
on this topic.  To the right are a few 
of the personal opinions found in 
the comments.  

• newcomers - newcomers 
whose second language is 
English

• neuro diverse / sensory 
sensitive families

• 25-30 year olds
• people requiring enhanced 

accessibility support 
• low-to-mid income 

families
• people with a disability, 

particularly aged 18-64
• mothers with small 

children
• youth / teenagers
• children with a disability
• large families with lower 

income
• people with mobility 

challenges, especially 
children

Figure 26: Comments Regarding Under-Served Populations

I think there are 
ample opportunities 
if people just make 
the effort. Outdoor 

activities are usually 
not as expensive

The under 16 
teenage crowd 

can’t always get 
to places where 

programs are 
offered. The bus 

service needs 
improvement

Yes. People with 
disabilities. Thank 
you for having bus 

services to Yara 
Centre. Good start!

I think the East side 
gets ignored

Adults aged 25-50. 
I am 30 and I would 
love something like 

a climbing wall. 
Disproportionately 
focused on young 

families and seniors.

Newcomers 
to Canada. 

Transportation is 
often a significant 
barrier, as well as 
unfamiliarity and 

language.

Kids between 
12-15, I struggle 

sometimes to 
find appropriate 
activities for my 
granddaughter
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Future Funding
When looking at funding opportunities for potential parks and recreation infrastructure and community 
programming, 68% of respondents agreed that community fundraising is the best way to raise funds.  A close 
second and third choice was to increase municipal taxes (29%) and increasing rental fees at community 
facilities (28%).   In a follow up question, roughly 32% felt they would be comfortable spending an increase 
of up to $50 annually, and 30% were happy to contribute over $50 annually to directly fund Parks and 
Recreation Services.  

When asked to consider City of Moose Jaw programs and facilities, respondents showed an overall support to 
increase property taxes to support each of the following areas:
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Recreation services your household uses

Recreation services that are important to the broader 
community but that your household members may not use. 

(youth programs/facilities, seniors programs/facilities, etc.)

New Parks & Recreation facilities that 
are prioritized through public consultation

Upgrades to existing Parks & Recreation facilities 
that are prioritized through public consultation

support 53%

oppose 26%

support 48%

oppose 28%

support 53%

oppose 21%

support 62%

oppose 18%

Figure 27: Support for Increasing Property Taxes to Fund Areas of Parks & Recreation
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Communication of Recreation Programs and Services:
The top 3 preferred lines of communication of recreation programs and 
services are via social media (69%), city website (57%) and the printed 
recreation guide (55%).

Pandemic Response:
There is no doubt recreation has been impacted by COVID-19.  Many people 
have had to change the way in which they use recreational facilities.  When 
asked to choose how respondents will participate in recreational activities 
following the pandemic, the majority feel they will continue to participate 
in the same way they did prior to the pandemic, but 24% think they will 
participate more and 13% less, post-pandemic.  This could lead to a 11% 
increase in the participate rate.

Participate less

Participate the same

Participate more

63%

13%
24%

Future Pandemic Planning:
Looking into the future after experiencing a pandemic, it will be important to 
have a plan in place for facilities and amenities that considers the possibilities 
of future pandemics.  Below are a few of the 185 comments captured 
from respondents when asked this:  How can we better plan facilities and 
amenities to be more resilient should a similar pandemic ever happen again?

• Focus on outdoor options for fitness, like the 50m outdoor pool;
• more consistency in restrictions over the life of the pandemic. Have 

established operating procedures and contingency plans in place 
ahead of time;

• continue online booking/cleaning of equipment at Yara and other 
facilities/touch free soap and towel dispensers;

• I think you did the best you could do. I believe you were complying 
with SHA rules;

• everyone went outside so more areas for outdoor sports and 
improving trails;

• reduce City-owned facilities that constantly require city subsidies 
such as Moose Jaw Events Centre;

• design for natural one-directional flow (people don’t typically have 
to backtrack through a facility) antimicrobial surface, open space, 
easier to have your own defined space in areas like change rooms; 
and

• better air exchange / filtration systems. Use materials that are 
conducive to cleaning with antiseptic cleansers. Extend indoor 
spaces into the outdoors with shelter from wind and precipitation 
to allow some activities such as classes to move outside when 
personal distance spacing makes indoor activities impractical.Figure 28: Participation following COVID-19
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6.2.2 Stakeholder Workshop
On April 27 we facilitated a workshop with local user groups at the Moose 
Jaw Events Centre in Moose Jaw. We had 31 user groups in attendance. The 
purpose of this workshop was to inform users of the planning process and 
engage these key user groups to help guide the direction of this Parks & 
recreation Master Plan. The workshop included a presentation followed by 
numerous open group discussions.
During this working session, user groups were asked a series of questions 
pertaining to parks and recreation in Moose Jaw. Below is a summary of the 
responses given for each question.

1. Do you feel the field and facility booking process is adequate, fair 
and easy to manage? 
The booking process is moderately easy if you are familiar with the 
system. It seems easy if you have a contact with the City to help.

2. Are there any fields or other facilities you would like to book/rent 
but don’t? Why? 

• Moose Jaw Events Centre: is expensive
• Yara Centre (indoor): is expensive
• Canada Games Park: fields are incorrect position and parking lot is 

too small 
• Elks Field: needs maintenance based on weeds
• Westpark: conflict between users regarding sharing space 
• Overall concerns with price and requirements of insurance and 

permits

3. What kind of improvements to fields or other facilities are needed 
most? 

• New outdoor pool
• Cleaning Crescent Park serpentine
• Memorial Field grandstand
• Upgrade outdoor pool
• More outdoor bathrooms



• Library upgrade
• More groomed x-country trails
• More maintenance on trails
• More accessibility in City facilities
• Lawn bowling drainage
• Heat in stands at Kinsmen and Bert Hunt Arena

4. What improvements are needed to meet local demands versus 
tournament opportunities? 

Local: 
• More use of schools for things like badminton 
• Requirements of maintenance (lawn bowling, diamonds, funding 

and better communication with the City)
• Improvements: Bert Hunt-cement floor, ball diamond lights 
• Advertising of local events

Tournament: 
• Need larger facilities (swimming, ball diamonds, Yara running track, 

soccer)
• Cross promotion of activities and more promotion
• Consolidation of facilities so you don’t have to go all over 

5. How do you communicate and collaborate with the City currently? 
What is working well, and what could be improved
Email is the best way to communicate. Yearly meetings are 
necessary and looking for faster responses.

6. After reviewing the findings and feedback we gathered, are there 
any recommendations you feel will effectively support recreation 
and sports in Moose Jaw within the City’s service delivery 
framework?  

• Communication needs to be improved, more face to face and 
reduce the who you know mentality to communication

• Cost effective facilities 

• More indoor rinks facilities
• Maintain and upgrade current facilities

7. Based on what you’ve learned today, what do you like most about 
the preliminary findings? Is there anything missing?  

• More communication from City regarding large events and 
customer service 

• Treat Park & Recreation assets like critical infrastructure

8. Based on the improvements required (question 3), what would you 
choose to the first priority for improvements?  

9. Based on what you’ve learned today, what do you like most about 
the preliminary findings? Is there anything missing?  

• Snapchat
• Instagram
• Facebook

FACILITY / ITEM    TOTAL

New outdoor pool   20

Cleaning Crescent Park serpentine  13

Memorial Field grandstand  9

Upgrade outdoor pool   8

More bathrooms    7

Library upgrade    6

More groomed x-country trails  6

More maintenance on trails  6

More accessibility in City facilities  6

Lawn bowling drainage   3

Heat Kinsmen / Bert Hunt Arena  2

Sunningdale Spray Park   2

Veterans Park gazebo walking track 2

Hamilton Flats water, lights  1

Heat Kinsmen Pool   0

Dog Park drainage upgrade  0

• TikTok
• Twitter
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Figure 29: 
Stakeholder 
workshop 
improvement 
priorities



Workshop Session Summary
Overall concerns with price and insurance requirements have deterred 
bookings. User Groups are looking for more communication from the City, 
preferably by email. They would like for yearly meetings to discuss hot topic 
items. The user groups feel that parks and recreation assets are critical 
infrastructure and require proper maintenance or more support in providing 
services.

6.2.3 Student Engagement
On April 27 we facilitated two in-classroom sessions and engaged with a 
total of 55 students. The purpose of this session was to educate students on 
the planning process and to enlist their help in guiding the development of 
this Parks & Recreation Master Plan. It was found that youth participate in 
a variety of physical activities, and many of the activities are opportunities 
for socializing for them. When asked what activities would improve youth 
recreational programming in Moose Jaw, the top responses were go-karting 
and water slides.

The team then met with the Youth Advisory Committee, which was 13 youth 
representing the high schools and post secondaries in Moose Jaw. The 
students believed that opportunities for activities, events, and free facilities 
for people to make a community healthy. A healthy community is also one 
that is accessible. They believed mobility allows families and friends to get 
together and take advantage of those activities, events, and facilities. Having 
smaller-sized parks, playgrounds, or sports fields can improve accessibility. 
A healthy community also has ways for people to explore their interests by 
supporting diverse interests. The ability to explore different cultures was also 
brought up during the conversation. Lastly, the students believed that support 
systems and safety nets make a community healthier. 

The students would like to see more drop-in activities at Yara Centre and 
Golden Ticket. In addition, the students agreed that the skateboard park is 
frequently crowded and could use an expansion or the addition of another 
skate park. Participants also suggested that more culture and arts programs, 
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especially for those ages 16 and over, be an excellent addition to the 
City. One suggestion was a public library movie club. 

Students indicated that they learn about recreation opportunities 
through word of mouth. Secondly, use The City of Moose Jaw’s 
website to learn about recreation opportunities. And lastly, the 
respondents use the website of the recreation company and electronic 
advertisements. Facebook, radio, and youth advisory meetings were 
other ways they became aware of recreation activities. 

6.2.4 Staff Interviews
The staff interview concluded that staffing is among the participants’ 
top three issues. Therefore, investing in more staff training can 
support the current staff in creating the positive changes they aim to 
achieve. The team met with several staff; Director of Planning & Dev, 
Manager of Economic Dev, Recreation Services Supervisor – Kinsmen 
Sportsplex, City Horticulturalist, Recreation Program Supervisor, 
Parks Supervisor, Recreation Services Supervisor, and the Recreation 
Program Supervisor. 

It was felt that a lot of staff turnover as one of the changes in the 
past five years. However, there were also successful city programs, 
more buildings, capital projects and processes streamlined through 
digital transformation. For City’s achievements, Yara Centre and the 
new outdoor pool plan gained the top votes from the staff. They also 
identified a lot of soccer fields and ball diamonds, communication, 
a good community development process, good services and well-
kept facilities as part of the City’s achievements. Staffing is one of 
the top three issues for most of the participants. Two interviewees 
also mentioned the need for an urban forestry plan and connectivity 
around the City. Investing in more staff training can support the 
current staff in creating the positive changes they aim to achieve. 
Additional training can improve leadership and understanding of 
others’ roles for better teamwork. 
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6.2.5 Sidewalk Days Pop-Up Tents
On July 8th and 9th, 2022 a project pop-up tent was found at the popular Sidewalk Days Festival in downtown 
Moose Jaw. The pop-up tent included numerous panels that explained what the project was, what a master plan was, 
summarized engagement thus far, included maps of all indoor, outdoor and open space facilities, and asked for public 
feedback.

Feedback was collected via a public survey as well as an interactive activity. Over 105 people stopped by the pop-up 
tent to discuss the project and provide feedback.
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Survey respondents had more 
positive things to say about 
the City of Moose Jaw Parks 
and Recreation services than 
negative. The only other priority 
which was missing from the 
list was the addition of another 
dog park. Children and youth 
are essential and are the main 
benefactors of the parks and 
recreation services. Survey 
participants noted that they 
would like to see municipal 
resources directed at services 
and programming for children 
and youth rather than seeing 
them directed towards elite 
athletic development. One of the 
main concerns was the cost of 
indoor facilities. The top three 
indoor priorities are indoor 
aquatic facility improvement, 
multi-use gymnasium, and 
indoor playgrounds. The top 
three priorities for outdoor 
facilities were the outdoor pool, 
upgraded serpentine, and park 
washrooms. Observation from 
the pop-up was the number of 
Sidewalk Days participants who 
required mobility aids related to 
the need for accessibility for the 
parks and recreation system.

FUNDING 
PRIORITIES:

Outdoor 
recreation 
enhancement

Indoor 
recreation 
enhancement

Protection of 
Natural Areas

Inclusion & 
Accessibility

Innovation

Maintenance

67

61

11

65

62

43
Figure 30: Sidewalk Days funding priorities
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6.2.6 Open House Follow-Ups
On September 20, 2022, two open houses were facilitated to follow-up with the public 
and present the draft priorities for feedback. The sessions were each three hours in 
length with an afternoon session at the Wakamow Valley Kiwanis Lodge Pavilion and an 
evening session at the Kinsmen Sportsplex. There were approximately 50 participants 
total for both sessions and gathered valuable feedback on and confirmation of the draft 
recommendations for this plan. Key findings of this engagement included:

• Lawn Bowling: invested public interest, but the existing green is not properly 
maintained. Consider partnership with the Moose Jaw Lawn Bowling Club. 
Create programs to attract new usership;

• Look at private partnership and sponsorships for funding;
• Preserving and educating residents on our natural environment;
• Creating more accessible and affordable programming opportunities;
• Create an invasive species management program with recurring park 

inspections;
• More thoughtful EYE (early years education) programming and activities;
• Explore Wakamow Valley as a winter wonderland destination;
• Upgrade outdoor rinks so they can be functional spaces year-round (ball 

hockey, etc.);
• Allow on-leash dogs in all parks and have clear, consistent regulations;
• Upgrade Memorial Field grandstands;
• Development of the city active transportation system; and
• Consistent engagement and communication strategy to keep the public in the 

loop on all planning decisions regarding parks and recreation.

In addition, attendees were asked to comment on the draft scoring criteria that will 
eventually be used to rank the recommendations in order of priority. Comments include:

• Private Funding / Partnership Opportunities: this criteria should be highly 
considered when scoring; and

• Level of Satisfaction: more than 50% satisfaction should receive the highest 
score for this criteria (75% level of satisfaction for high score is not realistic).

Overall, the public were very happy with the draft recommendations and scoring 
criteria. The notable additions / comments are noted above and have directly shaped the 
finalization of the recommendations of this plan.
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6.2.7 Stakeholder Follow-Ups
The final report was completed in early January 2023. It was then circulated 
amongst internal City staff, the Client team, stakeholders and the general 
public. Nearly a month of review time was provided. Overall, comments were 
very positive and support for the plan was garnered. 

Constructive comments that resulted in the last round of plan edits include:
• Coordination of population trend data with the Official Community 

Plan update;
• Added focus of increasing programming at the Library and Museum 

/ Art Gallery;

• New recommendation: creation of a Cemetery Master Plan for the 
Rosedale and Moose Jaw Cemeteries; 

• New recommendation: creation of a Winter Activity Strategy;
• New recommendation: implementing skating trails;
• New recommendation: restoration of the Natatorium Building;
• New recommendation: explore adding a cricket pitch to our outdoor 

recreation amenity inventory;
• Updated open space amenity mapping;
• Rewording terms surrounding accessibility;  and
• New strategies to combat declining volunteerism.

“Great document! Looks like some great 
feedback and work put into this! Good job 

Parks and Recreation!”

“Please keep pushing the City to give more 
to parks and rec for young families to come, 

stay, and play. Moose Jaw deserves some 
progressive thinking, and funding. Thanks 
for working towards a better community.”



7.0 PARKS & 
RECREATION 
ASSESSMENT
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7.1 Current 
Condition of 
Facilities and 
Amenities
7.1.1 Facility 
Assessments
Recreation Facilities
Recreation facilities are 
provided to Moose Jaw 
residents in a variety of 
ways. The City of Moose 
Jaw directly owns some 
facilities, and others 
are operated by a third-
party (e.g., Moose Jaw 
Events Centre, Golden 
Ticket, Museum and Art 
Gallery ) or others are 
owned and operated by 
private businesses or not-
for-profit groups (e.g., 
Moose Jaw & Districts 
Senior Association). The 
recreation and culture 
facilities which are 
owned directly by the 
municipality are listed:
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Access

Parking

Accessibility

Program space

Arena

Pool

Turf

Gymnasium

Very Good

Good

Fair

Poor

Very Poor

N/A

Washrooms/dressing 
rooms/change rooms

Fitness area

Lighting outside
LEGEND:

Lighting inside

Signage

Maintenance

Overall assessment

Short fall based on 
lifecycle budgeting

Unfunded capital 
(2023-2025)

Funded capital 
(2023-2025)

Figure 31: Recreation 
Facility Assessments

$750k $150k $1.34M $1.93M $1.4M $1.8M

$9.1M $0 $440k $340k $0$515k $125k $650k

$1.98M $805k 



57

Yara Centre
The Yara Centre is one of the newest facilities for the City 
of Moose Jaw, having opened its doors in 2011. It offers 
the opportunity to experience sport, culture, and recreation 
in both competitive and non-competitive environments. 
The facility promotes active and healthy lifestyles in a 
positive atmosphere where all are welcome to participate 
in an activity that best suits the individual.  The facility was 
operated by the Downtown and Soccer/Field House Facilities 
board of directors from 2011 to 2018 with the Parks and 
Recreation Department taking over the operation in 2019. 

The facility has some required maintenance and lifecycle 
work. This is due in part to the facility being utilized 
differently from its original design. The second-floor space 
will require renovation in the near future. In addition, the turf 
requires replacement in the next 3 years. Currently, the City 
has all the funding put in place to ensure that the Yara Centre 
has continual use for the residents of Moose Jaw. Below is 
a breakdown of the timing and funding for all upcoming 
projects:

Projects currently identified and funded in the City’s 5-year 
capital plan include: 

• Piping Retrofit 
• Turf Replacement 
• Construction of an Overflow Parking Area 

Projects that have been identified but remain unfunded in the 
City’s 5-year capital plan include: 

• 2nd Floor Reconfiguration 
• Installation of Fire Suppression System Over Turf 

Area
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Kinsmen Sportsplex
The Kinsmen Sportsplex is another multi-use recreation facility in the community 
which is extremely well attended. The facility was constructed in two phases 
which included the construction of the arena in 1976 followed by the addition 
of an indoor aquatic facility in 1996. The indoor pool is open year-round except 
for a 3-week maintenance shutdown period that occurs in June. The arena 
has indoor ice available from early September to the middle of March and 
then is converted to a sports floor from early April to mid-August. The facility 
site also includes an outdoor Crokicurl pad in the winter months as well as 6 
outdoor Pickleball courts and a skate park. With the newest part of the facility 
approaching 30-years of age, several renewal projects are required to ensure 
the facility remains attractive and accessible to members of the community. The 
facility also requires an accessibility audit and upgrades to improve access to 
both the pool and arena.

Projects currently identified and funded in the City’s 5-year capital plan include: 
• Pool Grate Replacement 
• Exterior Door & Pool Gate Replacements
• Cooling System Replacement
• Arena Metal Roof Restoration
• Arena Exterior Painting 
• Construction of an Additional Dressing Room in Arena 
• Pool Mechanical System Upgrades 
• Boiler Replacement 
• Pool Tile Replacement 
• Lobby Flooring Replacement
• Exterior Painting and Brick Re-Pointing 

Projects that have been identified but remain unfunded in the City’s 5-year 
capital plan include: 

• Arena Dressing Room Upgrades
• Arena Bleacher Upgrades
• Pool Locker Replacements
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Pla-Mor Palace
The Pla-Mor Palace consists of two indoor ice arenas which are used on a 
seasonal basis.  The Wally Boschuk Arena was constructed in 1967 and the 
Bert Hunt Arena was added in 1989. Ice is available at the Wally Boschuk 
from the middle of October to early April and the Bert Hunt from early 
October to early April.  The arenas are not used during the non-ice season.

Projects currently identified and funded in the City’s 5-year capital plan 
include: 

• Wally Boschuk Metal Roof Repairs
• Hot Water Storage Tank Replacements
• Bert Hunt and Wally Boschuk Dehumidifier Replacements
• Bert Hunt Arena Board System & Glass Replacement
• Bert Hunt Arena Dressing Room Floor Replacement

Projects that have been identified but remain unfunded in the City’s 5-year 
capital plan include: 

• Bleacher Upgrades
• Bert Hunt Arena Concrete Flooring 
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Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool
The Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool is located on the southern edge of Crescent 
Park and operates from early June to the end of August. It was built in 1966 
to an Olympic size to accommodate swim meets and competitions. The pool 
reception, changerooms and mechanical equipment are all housed within the 
Natatorium which was constructed in 1932 and served as the City’s indoor 
pool until 1996. The outdoor pool site offers, a 50-meter pool, diving boards, 
diving tower, and sunbathing area.

While this is a remarkable facility, it currently faces numerous challenges due 
to its age.  There has been significant movement and deterioration in the pool 
deck and basin as well as piping leaks which could force the city to close 
the pool should leaks expand beyond repair or pose any further safety risks. 
The pool deficiencies are beyond simple maintenance and repair and include 
major structural, mechanical, and electrical systems as well as accessibility and 
building code requirements.

Section 3.2.3 highlights the Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool Replacement Program 
which seeks to transform the pool into a community amenity and visitor 
attraction. Public and stakeholder engagement showed strong report for the 
replacement/upgrade of this pool and this program outlines the potential the 
site has.  The proposed pool replacement project includes the full replacement 
of the outdoor pool as well as the construction of a new changeroom facility. 
The existing space would also be re-designed into an interactive outdoor water 
park which will significantly improve access and programming opportunities 
for all ages and abilities.

Projects currently identified and funded in the City’s 5-year capital plan include: 
• Detailed construction drawings for the construction of a new facility

Projects that have been identified but remain unfunded in the City’s 5-year 
capital plan include: 

• Construction of new changeroom building and outdoor aquatic 
facility
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Moose Jaw Cultural Centre
The Moose Jaw Cultural Centre is a historic, 
multipurpose entertainment venue in the 
heart of Moose Jaw’s historic downtown. It is 
a cultural, entertainment, and arts hub that 
includes the 420-seat Mae Wilson Theatre, the 
Mosaic Art Gallery, meeting spaces, studios, an 
area for artists in residence, a pottery studio, 
dressing rooms, and support spaces.

The original building was constructed in 1916 
and went through an extensive restoration 
process in 2003. The Moose Jaw Cultural Centre 
and Mae Wilson Theatre officially opened 
in April 2004. The facility is operated and 
programmed by the Moose Jaw Cultural Centre 
Board who receives annual third-party funding 
support from the City of Moose Jaw.  The City of 
Moose Jaw Parks and Recreation Department 
supports the facility by providing day-to-day 
maintenance and upkeep of the facility as well 
as capital upgrades. 

Projects currently identified and funded in the 
City’s 5-year capital plan include: 

• Flooring Replacements
• Mae Wilson Sign Painting
• Cooling System Replacement
• Roof Replacement 

Projects that have been identified but remain 
unfunded in the City’s 5-year capital plan 
include: 

• Interior Renovations and RenewalPh
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Golden Ticket Sports Centre
The facility formerly known as the Hillcrest Sports Centre was constructed in 
1968 and has a footprint area of over 40,000 square feet.  It was originally 
built as the Moose Jaw Country Club and contained a 14-sheet curling rink, 
a golf pro shop and supporting change and dining facilities for golfing and 
curling. 

The curling rink closed in 2011 and the facility was re-purposed for multi-
purpose recreational use with the city entering into a Lease Agreement with 
Gymtastiks gymnastics club for the exclusive use of the facility. In 2020, the 
City received notice they would be re-locating and terminating the agreement 
effective January 1, 2021.

In 2021, the City of Moose Jaw entered into a 5-year Lease and Operating 
Agreement with Golden Ticket Sports for the operation of the facility, which 
was also renamed to the Golden Ticket Sports Centre.
Under the agreement with Golden Ticket Sports, the City is responsible 
for all capital improvements to ensure the facility is kept at a service level 
acceptable to the public, subject to the City’s other capital expenditure 
priorities and approved funding. Golden Ticket Sports is responsible for all 
leasehold improvements that are required for programming the facility and 

have made significant investments by installing gymnasium flooring and 
completing interior renovations and changeroom upgrades.

The Golden Ticket Sports Centre offers both community level and high-
performance basketball, volleyball, tennis, pickleball, and baseball 
opportunities for players of all ages, as well as coaching development 
materials and clinics. The facility has a full-length basketball court, two 
80-foot-long cross basketball courts, 2-regulation size volleyball courts, 
6-basketball hoops, an indoor tennis court, an indoor baseball training area, 
indoor turf space, and fitness equipment.

Projects currently identified and funded in the City’s 5-year capital plan 
include: 
• Rooftop Unit Replacement
• Full Roof Replacement 
• Exterior Finishing Replacement
• Accessibility Upgrades and Wheelchair Lift
Projects that have been identified but remain unfunded in the City’s 5-year 
capital plan include: 
• LED Lighting Upgrades 
• Exterior Window/Door Replacements 
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Moose Jaw Public Library and Museum 
& Art Gallery
The Moose Jaw Public Library was officially 
opened in 1913 and was designated a 
municipal heritage property in 1982. In 1993, 
the original library was fully restored with a 
44,000 square foot expansion which includes 
the Library and Art Museum you see today. 
The library is programmed and operated by 
the Moose Jaw Public Library Board and the 
Museum and Art Gallery is programmed and 
operated by the Moose Jaw Museum and 
Art Gallery Board. The Parks and Recreation 
Department is responsible for the day-to-
day maintenance of the facility as well as all 
capital upgrades.   The last major renovation 
was over 25 years ago. 

Projects currently identified and funded in the 
City’s 5-year capital plan include: 

• Flooring Replacements 
• Boiler Replacement
• Humidity Control System 

Enhancements
• Roof Repairs and Replacement
• Interior Renovations and Renewal

Projects that have been identified but remain 
unfunded in the City’s 5-year capital plan 
include: 

• LED Lighting Upgrades 
• Exterior Window/Door 

Replacements 
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Moose Jaw Events Centre
The Moose Jaw Events Centre is a multi-purpose 210,000 square foot 
facility that opened in 2011 and serves an essential role in increasing 
tourism and traffic to historic downtown Moose Jaw. The facility which 
features an entertainment/sports bowl, an 8-sheet curling club, and 
banquet rooms capable of holding up 900 patrons. The Centre is the 
home of the Western Hockey Leagues’ Moose Jaw Warriors as well as 
the Moose Jaw Male U18 Warriors and hosts a wide range of events 
from family shows to large concerts, sporting events to trade shows, and 
charity galas.

The arena bowl includes seating for 4,465 hockey spectators and 5000+ 
for events & concerts including 21 private suites and 132 club seats. The 
Moose Jaw Curling Centre features locker rooms and a spacious seating 
area overlooking the ice surface. The Original 16 Founder’s Lounge and 
Restaurant is situated on the second floor and overlooks the Curling 
Arena.

The Moose Jaw Events Centre was operated by the Downtown and 
Soccer/Field House Facilities board of directors from 2011 to 2018. In 
September of 2019, the city hired Spectra Venue Management (now OVG 
360) to privately manage and oversee the operations of the facility.  The 
Centre receives annual funding support from the City of Moose Jaw to 
help support recreational opportunities, concerts and community events 
offered by the facility.

Projects currently identified and funded in the City’s 5-year capital plan 
include: 

• Sound System Upgrades
• LED Lighting Upgrades 
• Upgrades to Live Event Rigging
• Repairs and Covering of Structural Steel for Fire Rating
• Repairs to Building Envelope and Sidewalk Slumping
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Outdoor Parks & Open Space
The City offers a range of outdoor parks and open space, from wild and 
natural areas of Wakamow Valley to formal facilities such as the Crescent Park 
Amphitheatre and skate park. The following provides a high-level overview of the 
assessment of outdoor parks and open space in Moose Jaw:

1. Crescent Park is the City’s marquee park, centrally located near the 
heart of downtown and flanked by key amenities such as an outdoor 
pool and the library. The Park has a large number of over-mature trees, 
and a long-term forest canopy renewal program may be needed to 
ensure the character of the Park is maintained. Some features such 
as the serpentine are in need of renewal. The walking trails require 
improvements surrounding accessibility. While some are excellent 
condition, others require considerations such as the replacement of 
stairs with accessible ramps or paving to allow for winter maintenance. 
The park offers good light quality at night allowing for safe use of the 
Park during operating hours. There are many areas of the Park that are 
protected from the elements that allows for wind protection during cold 
winter days and also ones that offer full sun exposure to gain solar heat;

2. Crescent Park, Happy Valley, Elgin Park and tatawâw Park host numerous 
community events throughout the year. The City should explore ways 
to further encourage community gathering and event-hosting;

3. The Wakamow Valley Authority Park System is an exceptional 
urban retreat that provides a range of opportunities for people to enjoy 
a variety of natural areas. This open space network provides interpretive 
learning and wildlife viewing opportunities, places for day use picnicking 
and gathering, walking trails and some formal recreational amenities 
such as a winter skating oval and washrooms. On the other hand, this 
area is deficient in signage and wayfinding features that would improve 
visitor experience and better promote what the park has to offer;
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4. The City offers a diverse set of outdoor amenities, such as the 
bike park, skate park and Wakamow Valley Disc Golf Course. The 
City should continue to explore accommodation of emerging 
sports to attract new and retain existing residents. For example, 
a great deal of interest has been expressed in playing cricket in 
the City. The City should explore installing a pitch dedicated to this 
sport and begin testing interest in other emerging sports;

5. While there is a diversity of amenities in the City, much of 
the infrastructure is aged. For example, outdoor skating rinks are 
available however the perimeter boards and fencing are in poor 
condition. There are also limited modern amenities at these skating 
rinks such as heated change areas or quality lighting systems 
for night-time use. On the other hand, there were no aspects of 
outdoor amenities that appeared unsafe or dilapidated;

6. The quality of maintenance of greenspace is excellent. 
The City has strong expertise in horticulture and is very capable in 
managing trees, shrubs and groundcovers. Staff have a very strong 
understanding of ways to mitigate for disease and pests and to 
manage vegetation;

7. The quality of programmed sports fields is overall fairly 
good, and play amenities are in good condition. There are, 
however, numerous ball diamonds that require significant lifecycle 
improvements. The City is currently creating a renewal plan to 
address these required improvements – this initiative is strongly 
supported by user groups. The maintenance of City-owned open 
spaces for programmed sports is excellent thanks to partnerships 
between the City and strong support from the various user groups 
who utilize these fields. Some amenities have minimal dedicated 
parking which may be an impediment to sports fields during 
scheduled events;
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8. Memorial Field and Ross Wells Stadium are historic ball parks that 
require significant investments in the coming years;

9. The City is generally segregated into three sectors, with the most 
prominent division being the east-west rail yards passing through the 
City. All sectors of the City include outdoor parks and amenities of varying 
scales and intensity of use, and no single sector is significantly deficient. 
The distribution of available parks and open space within 
walking distance of major residential areas is very good;

10. Parks in the City lack a brand – there is little consistency such as a 
standard park name sign (which the City is in the process of rectifying), 
trails signage or a standard colour scheme for park elements such as 
benches or fencing. While celebrating the diversity of park spaces and 
their function is important, some unity of all parks and open space 
throughout the City is important;

11. The City is reliant on joint use agreements with schools that define 
how space is shared. The level of maintenance of school property that 
is used by local sports groups for activities such as baseball and softball 
appear very good; 

12. Connectivity of City-owned assets, parks and open space is not 
well-planned and needs improvement. Discontinuous trails and many 
amenities not being well connected by means other than roadways can 
limit access and require vehicle use, thus increasing parking requirements 
reliance on vehicles. The use of trails is in high demand in communities 
alike Moose Jaw and work needs to be done to improve on the network 
of trails for active transportation;

13. There are three golf courses in the City, two of which have land  lease 
agreements with the City (Hillcrest Golf Club and Lynbrook Golf Club), 
all of which are non-profit enterprises. These golf courses are fantastic 
recreational amenities;
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14. Overall, the City has a very wide range of parks and open 
space inventory – from wild and natural areas with a high 
prominence of wildlife to urbanized open space that serve 
high traffic and intensive use. There needs to be a stronger 
understanding of how to ensure the protection of natural assets of 
the City and an inventory of the sensitive natural areas that may be 
impacted by recreational use.
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Urban Forest Management Plan
Trees are an important part of a vibrant, liveable 
city. Growing research supports the many benefits 
of an urban forest on the environment, economy 
and human health. Moose Jaw’s publicly owned 
and managed urban forest has an estimated 
population of fifteen thousand (15,000) trees with 
an estimated collective value of $90-$100 million.  
Like many other City assets, the City’s urban forest 
requires annual maintenance funding to ensure it 
remains healthy, safe and valuable into the future.  
The recently implemented urban forestry program 
looks at implementing a year-round urban forestry 
crew that can actively maintain the existing urban 
forest. Initial steps include inventorying the existing 
urban forest and assessing the condition of each 
tree. This program is a fantastic step in the right 
direction towards a prosperous urban forest in the 
City. Having a program in place such as this gives 
the City the information and background research 
needed to apply for numerous grants that could 
provide funding for future urban forest projects.

7.1.2 Facility Usage
Kinsmen Sportsplex Pool Attendance
Pool attendance was trending up since 2017 (115K 
attendees) until the start of COVID-19 in 2020. 
2020 had the lowest attendance of 51K as a direct 
result of Public Health Restrictions that were in 
place until February 2021. Attendance has been 
rising since then, however, they are still below 
2017 levels, due to the separate school stopping 
the Learn to Swim Lessons, with 2021 having 78K 
attendees.  

GROUP

Flying Fins

Private Rentals

Rural/Private Schools

Prairie South Schools

Holy Trinity Schools

Learn to Swim

Public Swimming

Morning Swim

Noon Swim

Adult Swim

Family Swim

Evening Lap Swim

Free Swims

Free Teen Swims

Toddler Time

Women & Children Swim

In-service

Parties

Aquatic Fitness

TOTAL

9,197

1,364

1,453

8,481

2,385

20,388

65,054

n/a

3,811

2,526

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

99

n/a

n/a

114,758

13,047

3,368

336

8,460

156

21,658

67,690

n/a

4,066

2,798

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

157

n/a

n/a

121,146

14,010

2,921

0

7,653

151

21,321

56,354

n/a

4,124

1,353

n/a

n/a

15,553

1,597

n/a

n/a

109

n/a

n/a

125,146

6,284

309

0

1,967

76

4,164

23,353

3,188

3,848

176

466

368

2,373

411

102

75

117

230

3,934

51,441

5,055

25

0

5,275

164

12,791

21,395

0

5,752

0

10,459

3,982

5,706

581

0

72

132

140

6,582

78,111

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Figure 32: Kinsmen 
Sportsplex Pool 
Attendance

Figure 33: 
Kinsmen 
Sportsplex Pool 
Attendance
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Kinsmen Sportsplex Pool Hours
From 2017 to 2019 the pool hours 
in each category did not follow the 
overall pool attendance trends in 
that same period. While attendance 
increased by roughly 5K annually, over 
half of the programs saw a decrease 
in program hours (private rentals, 
rural/private schools, Prairie South 
Schools, Holy Trinity Schools, learn to 
swim, public swimming, and adult 
swims). This is mostly due to shorter 
visits and a decrease in larger parties 
that have many attendees such as 
rural/private schools. In 2017, private 
rentals and rural/private schools had 
similar attendance at 1364 and 1453 
respectively. However, rural/private 
schools booked less than half the 
hours compared to private rentals.

After 2020 and amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic, there was a significant 
overhaul of user groups. Most of the 
new programs that emerged have 
been successful. The standouts are 
family, evening lap swim, and aquatic 
fitness. Flying Fins, noon swim, and 
in-service have all exceeded 2017 
hours in 2021, although Flying Fins is 
still well below 2017 attendance levels 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

GROUP

Flying Fins

Private Rentals

Rural/Private Schools

Prairie South Schools

Holy Trinity Schools

Learn to Swim

Public Swimming

Morning Swim

Noon Swim

Adult Swim

Family Swim

Evening Lap Swim

Free Swims

Free Teen Swims

Toddler Time

Women & Children Swim

In-service

Parties

Aquatic Fitness

TOTAL

516.50

105.50

45.50

301.75

103

1,605.75

3,322

n/a

339.25

219.25

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

11.75

n/a

n/a

6,570.25

727

136

12

303.25

24

1,498.50

3,371

n/a

337.50

234

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

16

n/a

n/a

6,659.25

709.75

105

0

279.50

17.50

1,535

3,106.25

n/a

357.50

149

n/a

n/a

119.75

66.50

n/a

n/a

15

n/a

n/a

6,460.75

475.25

22.25

0

76.50

8

317.75

896.75

442.50

274.25

19

22

93

27

17.50

12

4

18.50

14

278

3,018.25

570

2

0

186.25

13

772.25

856

0

450

0

629.75

613

181.25

31.50

0

7

13.75

7

732

5,064.75
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Figure 34: Kinsmen 
Sportsplex Pool Hours

Figure 35: 
Kinsmen 
Sportsplex Pool 
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Arena Attendance (All Arenas)
Arena attendance decreased from 
2017 (59K attendees) to 2020 (28K 
attendees). This drop was largely 
caused by public schools no longer 
using the arena due to rising 
transportation costs.  A significant 
drop between 2019 and 2020 was 
seen due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, 2021 saw an increase in 
arena attendance of 34% from 2020. 
Compared to pool attendance, arena 
attendance had a faster recovery back 
to pre-COVID-19 attendance.  

GROUP

Minor Hockey

Figure Skating

Speed Skating

South Sask. Academy

Private Minors

Private Rentals

Public Skating

Free Skate

Drop-In Shinny

Drop-In Figure Skating

Sticks and Pucks

Prairie South School

Holy Trinity School

Rush Ice

Lacrosse

In-line Hockey

In-line Public Skating

Other

TOTAL

32,732

8,168

1,376

n/a

419

1,615

3,535

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

6,310

787

609

1,676

2,067

0

123

6,570.25

26,790

7,473

1,035

n/a

311

1,516

4,538

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

2,077

696

422

3,183

1,633

0

800

6,659.25

27,905

6,743

639

n/a

157

1,619

2,512

788

557

98

681

535

848

327

1,577

1,657

3

87

6,460.75

17,063

3,792

623

n/a

1,358

2,077

1,324

594

425

14

280

0

144

156

0

0

0

0

3,018.25

24,398

4,367

1,814

4,367

791

1,267

1,695

778

177

0

173

0

0

161

1,142

768

0

60

5,064.75
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Figure 36: Arena 
Attendance (All 
Arenas)

Figure 37: Arena 
Attendance
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Yara Centre Turf
 All turf hours and attendance 
decreased by roughly 50% from 2019 
to 2020. Usage continued to drop at 
a similar rate between 2020 to 2021, 
which contrasts with other facilities- 
pools and arenas which have seen 
strong growth in that period. This 
drop was caused by turf usage being 
geared toward team sports, which are 
more difficult to participate in due to 
COVID-19. Additionally, the inability 
to have games or tournaments 
was a contributing factor to lower 
attendance numbers during this time. 

GROUP

Football

Soccer

Baseball

Misc. Groups

TOTAL

Attendance Hours Attendance Hours Attendance Hours

11,003

11,306

6,214

10,496

39,019

878.50

898.50

548.00

457.00

2,782.00

5,135

7,262

3,783

20,260

20,260

370.50

431.50

309.50

1,294.00

1,294.00

2,244 192.50

3,712 302.00

1,777 294.00

8,731 890.50

8,731 890.50

2019 2019 2021

Figure 38: 
Yara Centre 
Attendance

Figure 39: Yara 
Centre Drop-In 
Attendance, 
2019
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Yara Centre Drop-In Attendance, 2019
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the years 2020 and 2021 experienced 
reductions in participation and drop-in attendance. Therefore, this plan also 
looks at statistics from 2019. There is a large portion of senior and adult drop-
ins. Low children and youth drop-in could be attributed to the availability of 
these sports in school, such as track. The higher turnout for adults could be 
due to not having enough scheduled programming for seniors and adults.

DROP-IN

Seniors Programming Drop-In

Senior Track Drop-In

Adult Track Drop-In

Adult Turf Drop-In

Toddler Turf Drop-In

After-School Drop-In

Gym Drop-In

Family Turf Drop-In

Frisbee Friday League

Fitness Class Drop-In

Student Track Drop-In

Child Track Drop-In

Youth Track Drop-In

Family Track Drop-In

TOTAL

4,063

4,044

3,165

2,660

1,241

639

574

497

115

106

87

51

47

43

17,332

23.44%

23.33%

18.26%

15.35%

7.16%

3.69%

3.31%

2.87%

0.66%

0.61%

0.50%

0.29%

0.27%

0.25%

100%

YTD %

Figure 40: Yara Centre 
Drop-In Attendance, 2019
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Yara Centre Drop-In Attendance, 2020 vs 2021
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the years 2020 and 2021 experienced 
reductions in participation and drop-in attendance. Therefore, this plan also 
looks at statistics from 2019. There is a large portion of senior and adult drop-
ins. Low children and youth drop-in could be attributed to the availability of 
these sports in school, such as track. The higher turnout for adults could be 
due to not having enough scheduled programming for seniors and adults.

DROP-IN

Seniors Track Drop-In

Adult Fitness Centre Drop-In

Senior Fitness Centre Drop-In

Adult Track Drop-In

Senior Fitness Class Drop-In

Adult Fitness Class Drop-In

Youth Fitness Centre Drop-In

Adult Turf Drop-In

Toddler Turf Drop-In

Youth Track Drop-In

Youth Turf Drop-In

Child Turf Drop-In

Senior Turf Drop-In

Child Track Drop-In

Youth Fitness Class Drop-In

Child Fitness Centre Drop-In

Child Fitness Class Drop-In

Adult Group Drop-In

Child Group Drop-In

Seniors Programming Drop-In

After School Drop-In

TOTAL

5,340

2,529

1,581

3,556

390

360

444

413

402

429

457

133

65

85

17

4

1

0

0

1597

110

17,913

14,237

12,424

6,939

6,496

2,537

2,061

1,307

679

442

365

308

302

100

26

26

0

0

0

0

0

0

48,249

2020 2021

Figure 41: Yara Centre 
Drop-In Attendance, 2020 

vs 2021
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CITY OF MOOSE JAW 
RECREATION PROGRAMMING

ART

SPORTS

FITNESS

PLAY

SKILL DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

GENERAL INTEREST

TOTAL PROGRAMS:

PROGRAMS PER PAGE GROUP:

29

Fine Arts

Music

Craft

Culinary Arts

268

Swimming

Pickleball

Badminton

Martial Arts

84

Cardio

Cycling

Pilates

Strength Training

Yoga

Gentle Fitness

37

8

5

16

Babysitters Training

CPR

Clubs & Socials

Summer Camps

447

Active Play

Games

Educational Play

Nature Exploration

1 1 2

12 7 6 12 13

1 1 2

47 14 41 33 51 84

21 21 42 84

23 23 46

1 1 1 3

12 12

12 12

12 12

8 20 28

4 4

12 4 16

4 4

4 4

5 5

8 8

32 180 66 108 61 320 125

16

7% 40% 15% 24% 14% 72% 28%

20 20

4 4

11 1 1 13
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Figure 42: Recreation 
Programming Assessments

7.2 Programs and Events
7.2.1 Recreation Programs
The City of Moose Jaw provides programming for their residents and 
is promoted through their Stay Notoriously Active recreation guide. 
The recreation programs are provided in several subject areas like skill 
development, play, sports and fitness. Each program is marketed to a 
diverse age range of participants. The total number of programs being 
offered during the summer is 447, split between each subject area. 

Municipalities provide recreation programming to the residents 
typically higher in the sport and fitness subject areas. When swimming 
is removed from the sport program subject area, it adjusts the 
programming mix to art (9%), sports (43%) and fitness (27%). The 
difference between drop-in (86%) and registered programming (13%) 
is that most of the fitness (100%) and sport programming (68%) are 
drop-ins only. Programs per age group have less programming being 
offered to seniors (10%), teens (17%), and preschool (9%).
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7.3 Connectivity
Connectivity of parks, open space and various public facilities and amenities 
is important. Having an active transportation network in a community 
allows for better access for people less reliant on vehicles, reduces parking 
requirements at facilities and offers residents a more active means of 
getting place to place. Overall, connectivity in Moose Jaw is limited, with 
some significant impediments for active transportation around the City. 
The City should conduct a City-wide trails master plan to better understand 
impediments to the movement of people beyond roadways, to mitigate for 
any challenges posed on active transportation and to identify future trail 
connections necessary to best improve on connectivity.

7.4 Inclusivity
Inclusion is essential. Parks, open space and recreational amenities should be 
for all people, regardless of their age and abilities. While specific amenities 
are developed with a particular use or age range in mind, a well-planned 
recreational system should be inclusive of opportunities for all people. 
Inclusivity can include a number of factors, some including:

• Providing access to recreation for all economic classes – providing 
a range of opportunities that may require special fees or costs while 
also ensuring there are a range of low- to no-cost opportunities for 
all people;

• Ensuring all people have access to programs and activities and feel 
comfortable and welcome in City parks and recreation facilities;

• Understanding how different cultures use parks and open space 
differently and ensuring there are no barriers to the use of public 
amenities due to cultural background, gender, age or religion. We 
need to celebrate the cultural diversity of our community and allow 
for a range of programs and events that reflect our diversity; and

• Parks and open space need to respect the needs of people as 
well as wildlife. Particularly in those spaces with natural habitat, 
protection of natural features is very important. Considering the 
needs of wildlife and including natural assets in planning and 
maintaining recreational amenities is very important.
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Kinsmen Sportplex
1 Ice arena

1 Pool

Moose Jaw Events Centre
1 Ice arena

1 Curling rink

Yara Centre
Fitness centre
Running track

Turf field 
(baseball/batting cage, frisbee, football, 

lacrosse, rugby, soccer)
 

4 Private fitness centre
1 Karates studio

1 Taekwondo studio

Golden Ticket Sports Centre
Baseball training centre
3 Basket ball courts
1 Tennis court
2 Volleyball court

Cosmo Senior Centre
Cultural Centre
Museum & Art Gallery
Moose Jaw Exhibition Association
5 Private fitness centre
Public Library
1 Spin cycle centre
Western Development Museum
3 Yoga studio

Palliser Regional Library

PlaMor Palace
2 Ice Arena

1 Jiu Jiitsu
1 Private fitness centre
1 Pilates studio
1 Yoga studio

Northwest Sector

Northeast Sector

South Sector

Open Space Area

Trail

Road Network Major/Minor

Rail line and lands

Water bodies

INDOOR AMENITIES

Kinsmen Sportplex

Golden Ticket Centre

Yara Centre

Moose Jaw Events Centre

Pla Mor Palace

Moose Jaw Cultural Centre

Moose Library & Museum / Art Gallery
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Figure 43: Distribution of 
Indoor Amenities by District

7.5 City-Wide Distribution
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8 Soccer fields
1 Batting cage

5 Baseball diamonds
9 Basketball courts

1 Bike park
1 Community orchard

1 Crokiurl
2 Dog park large & small

2 Fastball diamonds
3 Football fields

1 Golf course
9 Ice rink outdoor

25 Playground locations
Outdoor fitness equipment

1 Running track
1 Skateboard park

12 Slo-pitch diamonds
1 Spray park
26km of Trail

1 Amphitheater
1 Batting cage
6 Baseball diamonds
3 Basketball courts
1 Golf course
2 Ice rink outdoor
1 Lawn bowling
1 Mini golf course
1 Outdoor fitness equipment
1 Pool - outdoor    
7 Playground locations
3 Ball diamonds
2 Spray Park
1 Tennis courts
17km of Trail

1 Cross Country Ski Trails
1 Batting cage
4 Baseball diamonds
4 Fastball diamonds
5 Basketball courts
5 Soccer fields
1 Football field
1 Golf course
3 Ice rinks outdoor
1 Ice rink Oval
1 Paddling pool
18 Playgrounds locations     
1 Running track
1 Spray park
31km of Trail

OUTDOOR AMENITIES
Northwest Sector

Northeast Sector

South Sector

Open Space Area

Trail

Road Network Major/Minor

Rail line and lands

Water bodies
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Figure 44: Distribution 
of Outdoor Amenities by 

District
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Sunningdale Nature Park
Sunningdale School

Vanier Collegiate
Veterans Peace Park

VLA Gate Park
Wenmen Ball Diamond

West End Park
William Grayson School

Wood Lily Park
26km of Trail

Lynbrook Golf Course
McCullough Field

Moose Jaw Police A Bike Park
Moose Jaw Skate Park

Moose Square Park
Regal Heights Park
Rosedale Cemetery

Spring Creek Park
St. Agnes School

St. Michael School
Sunningdale Athletic Park

Hamilton Flats
 Henleaze Park

Hopkins Crescent Park
Iron Bridge Park

John Chisolm School    
King George School   
Kinsmen West Park

Kiwaniland Park
Knights of Columbus Park

Lindale School

15th Ave NW & Athabasca St W Park
2005 Canada Games Field

4th & Oxford Park
Adams Baseball Diamond

Caribou Heights Park
Central Collegiate

Community fruit tree forest
École Ducharme

École Palliser Heights School
Elgin Park

Elks Field (football)
Fastball (senior)

Peacock Collegiate
Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool
Prairie Oasis Mini Golf Course
Prince Arthur Community School 
Ross Wells Ball Park
Town and Country Park
WDM Ball Diamonds
17km of Trail

Bell Park
Clark Gillies Park
Crescent Park
École St. Margaret
Happy Valley Park
Hillcrest Park
Hillcrest Golf Course
Kinsmen East End Park
Memorial Field
Moose Jaw Cemetery

1996 Summer Games Park
Belmont Park 
Buffalo Shell Park
Connor Park
Cornerstone Christian School
Deer Ridge Golf Course
Empire Community School
Guthridge Field
Keith Crescent Park
Kinfield Park
Kinnette Peter Pan Park
Kinsmen Wellesley Park
Kiwanis River Park
MacDonald Athletic Fields
New Rock Park 
Optimist Park
Paashkwow Disk Golf
Parkhill Park
Rotary Park
Sacred Heart School
Smith Park
St. Mary School
tatawâw Park
Wakamow Valley
Westheath Park
Westmount School
31km of Trail

Northwest Sector

Northeast Sector

South Sector

Open Space Amenity Area

Trail

Road Network Major/Minor

Rail line and lands

Water bodies

OPEN SPACE AMENITIES

Lynbrook Golf Course

Sunningdale Nature Park

Spring Creek Park

Hillcrest Golf Course

Crescent Park

Deer Ridge Golf Course

Kiwanis River Park

Kinsmen Wellesley Park

Hamilton Flats Park

Paashkwow Park

tatawâw Park

Lions River Park

Rotary Park

Wakamow Valley

Connor Park

Kingsway Eco Zone
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Figure 45: Distribution of 
Open Space Amenities by 

District



7.6 Benchmarking
Benchmarks are used to understand what other communities have based on their 
population. Using benchmarks on their own isn’t valuable. However, being another lens 
to look at the service delivery of parks and recreation is important. The benchmarks for 
the indoor and outdoor facility usage for the City of Moose Jaw were chosen because of 
their ability to give an accurate picture of the state of recreation amenities compared to 
areas of similar size. In addition, the National Parks and Recreation Association (NRPA), 
from USA, updated their national benchmarks in 2022. Using these allows us to see how 
Moose Jaw’s recreation facilities rank on a national scale as well. The first metric will 
enable us to see how much of the population is served by a given facility type within the 
community. At the same time, the second benchmark shows us how the number of each 
kind of facility compares to other communities.

7.6.1 Indoor Facilities

TOWN / CITY

Moose Jaw

Lloydminster

Brandon, MB

Prince Albert

Leduc

NRPA

8,416

5,051

10,262

4,719

8,523

24,413

33,665

36,508

25,656

18,878

34,094

31,230

0

10,102

51,313

0

0

n/a

33,665

5,051

8,552

18,878

6,819

n/a

33,665 33,665

12,169 12,169

25,656 25,656

37,756 37,756

17,047 17,047

n/a n/a

ARENA
INDOOR 

POOL

INDOOR 

SQUASH / 

RACKET BALL 

COURTS

GYMNASIUMS
INDOOR 

TURF
FITNESS 
FACILITY

Figure 46: Population per indoor facility across comparable communities

The City of Moose Jaw has many available indoor parks and recreation facilities 
compared to communities of similar size: Moose Jaw’s average population per indoor 
arena is 8,416; this is better than the NPRA at 24,413. Racquet sports are not available 
at the same rate as in other communities due to the lack of indoor racquetball/squash 
courts. Indoor Aquatic facility per population is near the NPRA average of 31,230.  
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TOWN / CITY

TOWN / CITY

Moose Jaw

Facility Average

Lloydminster

Moose Jaw

Brandon, MB

Outcome

Prince Albert

Leduc

NRPA

935

8,416

2,282

5,051

2,851

10,262

3,775

3,788

4,858

11,222

33,665

18,254

36,508

25,657

25,656

18,878

34,094

19,351

6,733

0

9,127

10,102

3,665

51,313

5,393

11,364

7,674

2,244

33,665

4,056

5,051

8,552

8,552

18,878

11,364

13,123

6,733

33,665

5,610 33,665 16,833 - 11,222 33,665 6,733

33,665

9,127

12,169

9,127 20,204 20,204 20,204 10,102 20,204 20,204

12,169

8,552

25,656

16,500 51,313 51,313 17,104 17,104 51,313 10,263

25,656

9,439 9,439 37,756 18,878 37,756 18,878 37,756 4,720

5,682 5,682 34,094 34,094 34,094 6,819 34,094 20,204

5,000 8,143 26,281 n/a n/a 6,839 32,335 n/a

BALL 
DIAMONDS

ARENA

FOOTBALL 
FIELDS

INDOOR 
POOL

SOCCER 
FIELDS

INDOOR 

SQUASH / 

RACQUET 

BALL COURTS

OUTDOOR 
ICE 

SURFACES

GYMNASIUMS

OUTDOOR 
TENNIS 
COURTS

INDOOR 
TURF

OUTDOOR 
PICKLEBALL 

COURTS

OUTDOOR 
POOL

RUGBY 
FIELDS

RUNNING 
TRACK

OUTDOOR 
BASKETBALL

SKATE 
PARKS

SPRAY 
PARKS

FITNESS 
FACILITY

Figure 48: Population per outdoor facility across comparable communities

Figure 47: Number of indoor facilities across comparable communities

The number of indoor facilities in Moose Jaw compared to communities of similar size; 
Moose Jaw’s number of arena facilities available is comparable to other areas. In Moose 
Jaw, indoor aquatic facilities are available at the same rate of comparable communities. 
Indoor racquet sports area availability is less than that of other places as well, with no 
indoor squash and racquetball courts available.

7.6.2 Outdoor Facilities

Outdoor amenities population averages are lower than in surrounding areas. Ball 
Diamonds fields rank first, with just 935 people per facility, lower than the NRPA average 
of 4,858. Outdoor ice surface averages come in second at 2,244, lower than the NPRA 
average of 13,123. Outdoor pools are higher than the NPRA. The national average is 
26,281, while Moose jaw is 33,665.
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Moose Jaws’ number of baseball facilities is far greater than that of comparable 
communities, with 16 more facilities than the average. Likewise, the supply of outdoor 
soccer fields is significantly higher than the average of surrounding communities. 
There are ten more outdoor ice surfaces available in Moose Jaw than in communities 
of comparable size, putting the city far above the average. The only area Moose Jaw 
falls below average is outdoor running tracks, as there are no City-owned tracks in the 
community.

TOWN / CITY

Facility Average

Moose Jaw

Outcome

14

36

16

2

3

1

5

13

9

5

15

10

4 3 1 1 2 3 1 4

5 6 1 2 - 3 1 5

1 3 - 1 -2 - - 1

BALL 
DIAMONDS

FOOTBALL 
FIELDS

SOCCER 
FIELDS

OUTDOOR 
ICE 

SURFACES

OUTDOOR 
TENNIS 
COURTS

OUTDOOR 
PICKLEBALL 

COURTS

OUTDOOR 
POOL

RUGBY 
FIELDS

RUNNING 
TRACK

OUTDOOR 
BASKETBALL

SKATE 
PARKS

SPRAY 
PARKS

Figure 49: Number of outdoor facilities across comparable communities
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A common challenge that municipalities face is classifying parks and 
recreation amenities for something other than they services that they provide. 
This system of classifying these spaces looks beyond the particular services 
or activities that they provide and instead looks at the overall characteristics 
and value it brings to the community.

Attributes that are investigated as part of this classification system include:
• land size needed to accommodate the amenity;
• location in reference to the overall community;
• the size of audience it serves; and
• value brought to the community.

The following lists five types of public open space, and briefly outlines their 
role within a community’s open space network:

• Type 1: City-Wide Destination Nodes – often host large scale 
events and activities that bring together large groups of people, and 
often attract tourists of the community to visit. These venues often 
require booking to avoid scheduling conflicts;

• Type 2: Neighbourhood Hubs – provide communities with 
places for neighbourhood-scale activities and day-to-day interaction 
between people for socialization, recreation and other enjoyment. 
These venues host events for medium to small groups of people and 
often do not require booking;

• Type 3: Local Amenities – support small scale activity 
of relatively small groups or individuals, with a focus on 
unprogrammed and sporadic activities;

• Type 4: Urban Experiences – primarily within the commercial 
core of the downtown, provide people with opportunities such 
as dining, shopping learning of community history and people 
watching; and

• Type 5: Nature Retreats – primarily naturalized or in-tact 
natural areas within the City limits that allow for passive recreation, 
interpretive programming, nature education and play, nature 
appreciation and other unstructured recreation.

As parks and recreational amenities are developed, it is important to ensure 
a balance of available amenities from each of these five typologies. A diverse 
offering of these typologies makes for a more inclusive network of parks 
and open space, offering people of all interests, ages, abilities and economic 
means.
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8.1 City-Wide Destinations
City-wide parks and recreation destinations are amenities that serve the City 
and sometimes even the surrounding region. These amenities are core leisure 
destinations within a community and often provide numerous indoor and/or 
outdoor recreational opportunities, community services, institutional services 
and commerce in one hub location. City-wide destinations often play host to 
large gatherings, festivals and events, and sport tournaments. 

Some examples of indoor elements often found in city-wide destinations are:
• fitness / wellness centres (including indoor walking / running 

tracks); 
• multi-use / gymnasium / court sports; 
• ice arenas / pads (regulation and leisure); 
• indoor field facilities; 
• aquatics (program tanks and leisure); 
• social facilities (banquet, dance); 
• community resource center (operations for groups and 

associations); 
• retail; 
• meeting / multi-use programs; and 
• curling rinks. 

Some examples of outdoor elements often found in city-wide destinations 
are:

• Class “A” Ball diamonds; 
• golf courses; 
• Class “A” Rectangular fields; 
• skateboard parks (large); 
• artificial turf field; 
• water spray parks (large); 
• major playgrounds; 
• BMX / off road bicycling areas; and 
• tennis courts. 
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Land Requirements: 
• between 5 and 30 hectares depending upon spatial requirements of included 

facilities and / or spaces.

Examples of city-wide destinations in Moose Jaw are:
• Crescent Park;
• Yara Centre; and
• Kinsmen Sportsplex.

When planning for a community-wide destination, location is key. One must consider land 
parcel size, planned community future growth areas, accessibility of location and the desired 
use of adjacent land. This type of community amenity tends to stimulate adjacent residential 
and commercial development. It has also, in some cases, been known to increase adjacent 
land values. These facilities tend to attract large groups and have longer hours of operation. 
For that reason, it is important to appropriately buffer these facilities from adjacent 
residences. 

When looking at the geographic context for such facilities, it is important to consider that 
they will serve both local residents and visitors. For that reason and the amount of space 
these amenities require, they are traditionally located on the outskirts of a community. 
However, while these facilities are commonly “drive-to” facilities, it is imperative that they 
are accessible by means of public and/or active transportation.

In order for city-wide destinations to be successful it is important that they include an array 
of both indoor and outdoor amenities and offer activities, programs and services for people 
of all ages and abilities. The phrase there is something for everyone should hold true for 
amenities such as this.

The financial investment to create a city-wide destination is significant. For that reason, 
it is strongly encouraged to pursue partnerships or developing and operating these 
facilities. Joint facility arrangements can be successful through a variety of avenues such 
as surrounding municipalities, health service providers and school boards. All of these 
avenues provide the opportunity to leverage community services investments with other 
complimentary areas.
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8.2 Neighbourhood Hubs
Neighbourhood hubs are facilities that serve neighbourhood populations 
within the larger community. These facilities provide localized access to multi-
use programming spaces and social gathering spaces. Typically, these hubs 
include an outdoor park space of some kind and are frequently adjacent to 
neighbourhood parks or schools to tie into the outdoor recreation offerings 
they provide. Neighbourhood hubs are commonly used for small-scale 
community programming that are tailored to the immediately surrounding 
residents. An example of a neighbourhood hub in Moose Jaw is Moose 
Square.

Some examples of indoor elements often found in neighbourhood hubs are:
• multi-use program / gathering space; 
• games room / neighbourhood drop-in; 
• warm up shelters; 
• change rooms; and 
• community kitchens. 

Some examples of outdoor elements often found in neighbourhood hubs are:
• recreational play fields and ball diamonds; 
• picnic areas; 
• playgrounds (minor); 
• barbecues; 
• outdoor rinks; 
• toboggan hills; 
• community gardens; 
• water spray parks (small); and 
• outdoor fitness equipment. 

Land Requirements: 
• 1 to 5 hectares 

Examples of neighbourhood hubs in Moose Jaw are:
• Bell Park;

• Smith Park;
• Optimist Park;
• Caribou Heights Parks;
• Park Hill Park;
• Kinsmen Regal Heights Park;
• Kiwanis River Park;
• Veterans Peace Park;
• Sunningdale Athletic Park;
• Kinsmen West Park;
• Iron Bridge Park;
• Kinsmen East End Park;
• Moose Square;
• Happy Valley;
• Elgin Park;
• 1996 Summer Games Park; and
• Clark Gillies Park.

These hubs provide a base level of parks and recreation offerings for a 
neighbourhood. The facility sets a standard for what is an expected level of 
service for taxpayers. The goal is to ensure these facilities are located in an 
equitable fashion, dispersed throughout the city to ensure that every resident 
has a hub within walking distance of their residence. 

In some cases, where these neighbourhood hubs are located in an area slated 
for future growth and development, they have the potential to expand and 
become city-wide destinations. When this is the case, the neighbourhood 
hubs are introduced as a first phase of development to meet the immediate 
recreational needs of existing residents, with future plans for expansion to 
serve the growing local population. 



8.3 Local Amenities
When classifying parks and recreation amenities, it is important to remember 
the local amenities. These may be as simple as a cluster of benches, a 
conveniently placed picnic table, or an informal gathering area that has 
significance to residents as a place to relax, socialize and play. While this 
plan does not inventory these special places, they are crucial to a wholesome 
parks and recreation system. From our engagement, it became evident that 
Moose Jaw is lacking in these types of amenities.

When looking at these amenities from a spatial context – they are the 
features that bridge the gap between the formalized classifications of 
parks and recreation amenities. For example, a node of benches may be 
an important resting place for a senior traveling from their home to their 
neighbourhood hub. These amenities are also important markers in the 
community; for example, children may use these nodes as an afterschool 
meeting location. 

Some examples of local amenities are bench nodes, picnic tables outside of 
parks, landscaped entrance feature to a community, amongst others.

Land Requirements:  
• less than 1 hectares 

Examples of local amenities in Moose Jaw are:
• 15th Avenue NW & Athabasca St W Park
• 4th & Oxford Park
• Belmont Park;
• Buffalo Shell Park
• Henleaze Park
• Hillcrest Park
• Hopkins Crescent Park
• Keith Crescent Park
• Kinfield Park;
• Kiwaniland Park;

• Knights of Columbus Park;
• New Rock Park;
• Kinette Peter Pan Park;
• Town & Country Park;
• VLA Gate Park;
• West End Park;
• Wood Lilly Park; and
• Westheath Park.
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8.4 Urban Experiences
There is a common misconception that parks and open spaces are only inclusive of green spaces 
with grass and other vegetation. An often overlooked, yet key component of this network for 
a City like Moose Jaw are called urban experiences. This typology includes streetscapes, urban 
plazas, privately owned patio spaces and other urban spaces where people gather. There are 
numerous urban experiences that exist within Moose Jaw and that offer informal recreation 
opportunities. One fantastic example is the downtown streetscape. The downtown frequently 
comes alive to host festivals and community celebrations while also offering private spaces to 
gather and socialize such as restaurant and coffee shop patios and benches along the street. 

Land Requirements: 
• no size minimum or maximum 
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8.5 Nature Retreats
Parks and recreation systems should seek to find balance between passive and active offerings, programmed 
and unprogrammed spaces. At one end of the spectrum, we have nature retreats – spaces that provide 
an escape from the hustle and bustle of daily life and allow you to disconnect and recharge. These nature 
retreats can be a variety of grasslands, forests, riverbanks or any other locally distinct geographic or 
ecological feature. Characteristically, nature retreats are unprogrammed natural spaces that are still safe, 
accessible and enjoyable spaces. While previously mentioned classifications can accommodate active 
recreation in a responsible way, nature retreats require a more sensitive approach. Active recreation has the 
potential to cause damage to the sensitive environments that are present. Any environmental degradation 
to these retreats can adversely affect wildlife and detract from the natural beauty and experience that 
people enjoy. It is common for nature retreats to have no name, but rather to be identified by nicknames 
given my locals. These retreats are often seen as local secrets and are not openly advertised to maintain 
their tranquility. The City should explore the integration of the protection of these natural assets in statutory 
planning documents. 

Examples of nature retreats in Moose Jaw are:
• Wakamow Valley;
• tatawâw Park;
• Happy Valley;
• Sunningdale Nature Park; and
• Spring Creek Nature Park.

Land Requirements:  
• no size minimum or maximum 

Recommended Actions:
• ensure that a balance of each of the five open space typologies is available, accessible to people 

and publicized for both residents and visitors to the City to enjoy;
• ensure that local amenities such as sporadic seating areas are available in all residential areas of 

the City, offering small and intimate locations for small groups to gather or for individuals to enjoy 
the outdoors;

• continue to promote urban experiences as places for people to gather and put on events; and
• ensure that use of natural areas respect ecological carrying capacity and do not cause degradation 

of natural resources including water quality, wildlife, vegetation and other habitat.
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9.1 Promoting Parks & Recreation
Parks and recreation is an essential service and is often considered the most important factor in 
determining livability of a community. Physical health of individuals in a community is directly related 
to access to places to recreate, whether it be through passive recreation, structured and active play 
or anywhere in between. Parks and recreation has a variety of economic, environmental, social and 
health benefits for people.

• Economic – recreation can generate revenue for a municipality or third-party operators. 
Parks and open space nearby another property can increase property values, and therefore 
increase assessment value. Many new businesses choose to set up in a new community 
knowing that its perspective staff will have a higher quality of living with greater access 
to parks and recreation. Amenities can also provide significant direct and indirect revenues 
from sports tournaments and special events. In fact, Sport Tourism is one of the largest 
economic drivers in the City of Moose Jaw. Almost every weekend of the year, there is a 
sporting event that brings visitors to the City who use hotels, restaurants and access local 
amenities.

• Environmental – parks and open space are proven to help improve quality of urban 
runoff water, protect groundwater, reduce flooding by managing stormwater, and be a 
place for wildlife to live.

• Social – parks and open space are directly related to a community’s quality of living. They 
oftentimes provide a community’s identity, sense of place, pride and belonging. Parks and 
open space are some of the most common places for people to gather, socialize and enjoy 
the company of others. 

• Health – parks and recreational amenities are the most common places for people to 
improve physical health and stay fit.

City Council should be made aware of the multitude of benefits that parks and recreation brings to a 
community. Promoting parks and recreation will help encourage stronger political support for parks 
and recreation, increase opportunities for outside funding such as grants or corporate sponsorship 
and will draw closer attention of taxpayers in encouraging their tax dollars to be allocated toward 
recreational amenities, programs and events.
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9.2 Fiscal Responsibility
Municipalities have a responsibility to its taxpayers to remain fiscally responsible, 
and to manage civic assets in a way that is sustainable over a long-term. Over 
the past number of years there is growing pressure from municipal councils for 
its administrative staff to constantly refine the various costs of maintaining a 
network of parks and open space. Cities should be constantly exploring methods 
of innovating how parks and open spaces are designed, built, operated and 
maintained. 

9.3 Adaptable, Flexible and Resilient Infrastructure
As infrastructure is developed, it is important that it maximizes its potential and 
allows for adaptable and flexible use. Amenities that can accommodate a range 
of activities for longer durations of the day, during any season of the year and for 
a multitude of activities will take full advantage of built infrastructure, operations 
and programming compared to amenities of singular use. Adaptable, flexible and 
resilient infrastructure helps to optimize the cost benefit of investing in parks and 
recreation.

9.4 Technology & Innovation
There is a growing number of ways to innovate how facilities, parks and open 
spaces are built, maintained and programmed. User experience can be greatly 
improved through the use of technology:

• more efficient ways of booking venues, signing up for activities, learning 
about what is going on or even what amenities are available at each 
venue can be improved through online based systems;

• state of the art equipment such as electric lawn mowers allow for 
comparable levels of service, and reductions in pollution from gasoline 
powered mowers;

• promoting events using online tools such as social media, email and 
e-newsletters allow for quick and efficient relay of information;

• automated lighting systems and irrigation can reduce maintenance costs 
by refining energy consumption and reducing water use; or

• the use of facial recognition to speed up facility entry and sign-in, and to 
reduce unnecessary physical contact between people.



9.5 Partnerships
Moose Jaw has a variety of third-party agreements and partnerships. 
Although most agreements are based on recreation, there are opportunities 
beyond that. For example, the 15 Wing Agreement-Yara and Pool provides 
Canadian Forces families access to the facility. The Cosmo Senior Citizens 
Centre Agreement offers facilities and programs to senior citizens of Moose 
Jaw and the surrounding area. A number of agreements exist between 
various sports organizations and the City that give access to the facilities 
in exchange for helping to maintain and manage the facilities. Moving 
forward it is imperative that the City continue to explore and maintain such 
partnerships. 

The agreements with school boards, such as the Holy Trinity School Joint Use 
Agreement and the Prairie South School Division Joint Use Agreement, give 
access to the other party’s facilities, and to organize and administer public 
recreation programs. Agreements with school boards broaden the recreational 
offerings for both parties without an increase in maintenance and operational 
obligations and are a cornerstone in a thriving recreational network. The City 
should work to ensure that these partnerships are fostered and that open 
conversations are regularly had to identify any areas of improvement for both 
parties.

9.6  Volunteerism
The global COVID-19 pandemic impacted many facets of parks, recreation, 
and culture, and volunteerism was no exception. As we come out of the 
pandemic, getting volunteer numbers back to pre-pandemic levels has 
been the focus of many communities and organizations. One trend that has 
emerged during this time is the focus on active recruitment of volunteers. 
Communities have been learning more about how they will approach 
recruitment using online marketing strategies to reach volunteers where they 
are. Another emerging trend is virtual volunteering, which allows anyone with 
internet access to contribute time and expertise to non-profit organizations, 
land management agencies, and other entities that utilize volunteer services.

Creating and implementing a volunteer management plan is an effective tool 
in helping municipalities support volunteerism. Having a plan in place will 
allow for volunteer goals to be determined, a staffing plan to be put in place, 
and recruitment strategies to be developed. Ultimately this will lead to better 
participation and retention of volunteers, which allows for smoother events 
and program facilitation and will ensure the community’s continued growth 
and support.

The City of Moose Jaw also has a hand in fostering volunteerism within the 
community. Providing more support to community groups in both governance 
and training are two of the areas that would benefit the community. A clear 
governance structure will provide a strategic direction with measurable goals 
and priorities, ensuring groups can maximize their effectiveness. Offering 
community groups, a workshop on boards and governance is one possible 
way to address this area. Providing other training opportunities means 
volunteers and organizations will have an added level of expertise that will 
help contribute to the effective facilitation of programs and events.    

9.7  Fees and Charges
Recreation facilities within Moose Jaw have a variety of options for use. 
Membership models include drop-ins punch cards, semi, monthly, and yearly 
options. The facilities cater to all age groups and families are also encouraged 
to sign up together with discounted rates. It is important to note that 
admission for children under the age of three is free. As of October 2022, the 
City has a new Parks and Recreation Fees Policy. The provides a framework 
which guides the establishment of rates and fees for facilities, programs, 
and services provided by the Parks and Recreation Department, exclusive of 
Cemetery services.

Yara Center rentals for turf fields and running track are divided into the 
regular and summer seasons, with summer seeing a reduction in price due 
to decreased use. Both amenities are available for daily and hourly rentals. 
Patrons can utilize the turf field by booking by 1/4, 1/2, or full field options.
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Members of adult and youth groups and 
organizations can book ice arenas and indoor courts 
at the various facilities. Prime time slots are 4:00 
pm-11:00 pm during the week, and 6:00 am-11:00 
pm on the weekends. Non-prime time slots are 9:00 
am- 4:00 pm, and 11:00 pm-12:30 am during the 
week. Patrons will see discounts during the non-
prime time and no-show slots.

GST INCLUDED

RECREATION FACILITIES ADMISSION & MEMBERSHIP RATES
Yara Centre, Kinsmen Sportsplex, Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool & Pla-Mor Palace

YARA CENTRE RENTALS

Yara Centre OR Aquatic (Kinsmen Sportsplex & Phyllis Dewar 
Outdoor Pool) Membership

Recreation Pass Membership 
(All Facilities Access and Drop-In Fitness Classes)

Daily Rates are for weekends only
PRIME TIME:

Weekdays 4:00pm - 10:00pm
Weekends: 8:00am - 9:00pm

NON - PRIME TIME:
Weekdays 6:00am - 4:00pm

Facility Drop-In Rate Turf (1/4 Field)

Turf (1/4 Field)

$4.25 $132.00

$132.00

Hourly

$2.00
$264.00

$264.00

$3.00

$528.00

$528.00

x

$25.00

$25.00

$17.00

$29.75

$29.75

$34.75

$86.88

$278.00

$26.00

x

$74.38

$238.00

x

x

$6.25 $1,056.00

$1,056.00

Daily

$4.00
$2,112.00

$2,112.00

$4.00

$4,224.00

$4,224.00

x

$500.00

$500.00

$25.00

$43.75

$43.75

$48.75

$121.88

$390.00

$31.25

x

$109.38

$350.00

x

x

$8.00 $102.00

$102.00

Hourly

$6.00
$204.00

$204.00

$5.25

$408.00

$408.00

x

$20.00

$20.00

$32.00

$56.00

$56.00

$61.00

$152.50

$488.00

$40.00

x

$140.00

$448.00

x

x

$6.25 $816.00

$816.00

Daily

$4.00
$1,632.00

$1,632.00

$4.00

$3,264.00

$3,264.00

x

$400.00

$400.00

$25.00

$43.75

$43.75

$48.75

$121.88

$390.00

$31.25

$25.00

$109.38

$350.00

x

x

$16.50 $90.00

$90.00

Hourly

x
$180.00

$180.00

$11.25

$360.00

$360.00

$7.75

$20.00

$20.00

$66.00

$132.00

$115.50

$130.50

$326.25

$1,044.00

$92.00

x

$288.75

$924.00

$31.00

$62.00

Group Drop-In Rate
(10+ people, 1 payment)

Turf (1/2 Field)

Turf (1/2 Field)

Yara Centre Track or Public
Skating Drop-In Rate

Turf (Full Field)

Turf (Full Field)

Toddler Turf Time Drop-In

Track (Per Lane)

Track (Per Lane)

Facility Punch Cards (5)

Facility Punch Cards (10)

Monthly Membership

Monthly Recreation Pass

3-Month Recreation Pass

Annual Recreation Pass

Public Skating Season Pass

Seniors Walking Program 
Monthly Membership

3-Month Membership

Annual Membership

Toddler Turf Time Punch 
Cards (5)

Toddler Turf Time Punch 
Cards (10)
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Figure 50: 
Recreation Facilities 
Admission & 
Membership Rates 
(left)

Figure 51: Yara 
Centre Rentals 
(above)
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WINTER SEASON
Kinsmen, Wally Boshuck, and Bert Hunt Arena

AQUATICS

OPEN SPACES

SPRING/SUMMER SEASON
Kinsmen Arena - Sport Court Floor

PRIME TIME:
Weekdays 4:00pm - 11:00pm    |    Weekends: 6:00am - 11:00pm

NON - PRIME TIME:
Weekdays 9:00am - 4:00pm & 11:00pm - 12:30am

Minor Organizations
Early Morning 
Single Lane
Weekdays – prior 
to 8:00 am

All Parks & Open 
Spaces

Minor
x

$51.00

Minor Teams (Prime 
Time)

Adult

Adult (Prime Time)
Three (3) Lane 
Rental or
Leisure Pool Rental

Commercial

Adult (Non-Prime 
Time)

Unused Time
(No Show)

Early Morning
Per Lane (25 metre)

Unused Time 
(No Show)

Rush Ice
Kinsmen Sportsplex
(entire pool 
facility)

$132.00
Hourly

Per Hour

$142.00

$203.00
Hourly

Full Day

$152.50

$66.00
Hourly

$223.00

$66.00
Hourly

Daily

Hourly
$19.20

Hourly

Hourly

Hourly

Hourly

Hourly

Hourly
$98.01 $57.58

$204.00

$67.58

Hourly

Hourly
$32.67 $19.20 $22.53

Hourly

Hourly
$348.17 $278.46 $288.46

$1,343.75 $1,343.75 $1,343.75

$51.00
x

$61.00

$203.00

$81.00

Rate
Rate Type

Rate Type

Rate
Private MinorMinor Group

Rate

Rate Type
Resident

Rate Type

Figure 52: Groups and organizations ice arena and indoor court booking rates Figure 53: Aquatic facility booking rates and types

Figure 54: Parks and open spaces booking rates and types

Members of adult and youth groups and organizations can book ice arenas and 
indoor courts at the various facilities. Prime time slots are 4:00 pm-11:00 pm 
during the week, and 6:00 am-11:00 pm on the weekends. Non-prime time slots 
are 9:00 am- 4:00 pm, and 11:00 pm-12:30 am during the week. Patrons will see 
discounts during the non-prime time and no-show slots (see figure 52).

Aquatic facilities can be utilized by booking individual lanes, three lanes, or the 
entire pool. Time slots are available in hourly or daily increments. Residents and 
groups are each provided rates (see figure 53).

Rentals for open spaces and parks are available in hourly or full-day options (see 
figure 54).
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OUTDOOR SPORTS FIELDS & DIAMONDS

Event Rental (2 hours max.)

League Registration Fee

Regular Tournament Fee

Non-League Rate

Lights
(Caribou heights & Elks Field)

Per Event

Per Participant

Daily Per Pitch/
Diamond

Daily Per Pitch/
Diamond

Per Use

$67.50

x $31.00

$202.00 x

$202.00 $93.50

Actual Cost Actual Cost

$31.00

Rate Type MinorAdult

Figure 55: Outdoor sports fields and diamonds booking rates and types

The City should continue to undertake a fees and charges assessment on an annual 
basis to evaluate willingness to pay, to benchmark fees and charges against comparable 
amenities and services in other comparable communities, and to ensure costs of 
recreation do not become a barrier to participation for a larger population of people.

Recommended Actions
• actively promote parks and recreation and ensure people are made aware of 

the economic, environmental, social and human health benefits that it brings to 
a community;

• continually explore new technologies in how parks and facilities are operated 
and maintained in order to create economic efficiencies while maintaining or 
increasing level of service;

• as new recreational activities are being programmed, first look at ways of using 
existing amenities that are adaptable and can be transformed to be multi-use 
in order to optimize existing infrastructure and operation costs;

• continue using joint use agreements that allows the City and its residents to 
leverage facilities and amenities that are owned and operated by third parties, 
opposed to building duplicate facilities and amenities; and

• continue to conduct an annual review of fees and charges.



10.0 IMPLEMENTATION 
AND MONITORING PLAN

10.1 Decision-Making Framework
The demands for parks and recreation support are increasing, and a decision-
making framework will help guide City Council and administration to 
evaluate future parks and recreation requests. This framework is a tool to 
analyze and evaluate decisions systematically. The recommendations outlined 
in section 10.2: Implementation Plan were scored against this framework to 
determine their priority level.
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5 3 1 0

1

TRENDS

How does it address 
national, provincial or 

local trends

Fills a community need 
while fully addressing a 
national, provincial, or 

local trend

Fills a community need 
while partially addressing 
a national, provincial, or 

local trend

Fills a need for the 
community but does not 
full address a national, 

provincial, or local trend

Does not fill a community 
need and does not address 

trends at any level

Fits the profile of the 
community and fully 

supported by demographic 
data

Fits the community 
profile and demographics 

somewhat support the 
need

Somewhat fits the 
community profile but no 

demographic support

Does not fit the 
community profile and no 

demographic support

Present through all 
engagement opportunities

Present through 75% of 
engagement opportunities

Present through 25% of 
engagement opportunities

Not present through any 
engagement opportunities

100% primetime and 50+% 
non-prime time use

Primetime availability is 
100% booked and 25% 

non-prime time use.

There is primetime 
availability/ program 

registration has more than 
50% available

100% needed from the 
Municipality

+50% of the population 
of the community will be 

served

25% of the population 
of the community will be 

served

10% of the population 
of the community will be 

served

Less than 10% of the 
population of the 

community will be served

Is identified by the Parks 
and Recreation Master 

Plan, City Strategic Plan 
and other planning 

documents

Is identified only by the 
City Strategic Plan and 

other planning documents

Is identified by planning 
documents

Not identified by any 
planning documents

Will move the community 
significantly closer to 

actualization of the vision 
statement

Will move the community 
moderately closer to 

actualization of vision 
statement

Has minimal relevance to 
overall vision

No relevance to vision 
statement of the 

community

Fully and completely 
addresses a current 

physical infrastructure or 
programming gap

Moderately addresses 
a current or future 
infrastructure or 

programming gap

Addresses a future gap in 
facilities or programming 

(5+ years)

Does not address a current 
or future gap within the 

community

Partnership or project-
specific grant opportunities 

exist in the development 
or operating, equating to 

50% or more of the overall 
project cost

Partnership or project-
specific grant opportunities 
exist in the development or 
operating, equating to 25% 
– 49% or more of the overall 

project cost

Partnership or project-
specific grant opportunities 
exist in the development or 
operating that equates to 
10% – 24% or more of the 

overall project cost

No potential partnership 
or project specific grant 

opportunities exist

How does it meet the 
current demographic 

profile?

Was the request 
present through 

engagement?

How much of the 
community will be 

served?

What is the current 
capacity of the 

programs or facilities?

How does it relate 
to the master plan 
or other planning 

documents?

Does it meet the 
vision of this Parks 

& Recreation Master 
Plan?

Are there partnerships 
or project-specific 
grants to fund it?

Will it fill an immediate 
program or facility 

gap?

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Figure 56: Recommendation scoring matrix
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10.2 Implementation Strategy
The phased implementation strategy is 
divided into four phases; continued, near-
term 0-2 years, medium-term 3-5 years and 
long term (5-10 years). At the end of the 5 
years, this plan recommends a “gut check” 
to see where we are at. At this 5-year mark a 
full review of the plan should be completed. 
Implementation should be tested against 
a report card to assess progress made thus 
far and identify where there are gaps. At 
the 5-year check-in thorough community 
engagement is recommended to determine 
if community priority has changed at all. At 
this time, recommendations may need to be 
re-prioritized and scored against the decision-
making framework. A copy of the decision-
making framework and scoring can be found 
in Appendix C.

Continued priorities are tasks, initiatives or 
projects that the City is currently actively 
undertaking in the parks and recreation 
sector that are making a significant positive 
impact. This master plan lists these continued 
priorities as a way to draw attention to some 
of the fantastic work the City is already 
executing. These items should continue to 
be top priority for the City to ensure the 
continued success of parks and recreation in 
the City. 

SERVICE DELIVERY:

PROGRAMMING

CONTINUED PRIORITIES

Continue to monitor barriers to recreation that impact people’s participation in recreation 
and use of parks.

Continue to support major event hosting opportunities by reviewing opportunities to 
better support major sporting event bids, festivals and events that bring significant 
economic activity to the community.

Continue using joint use agreements that allow the City and its residents to leverage 
facilities and amenities that are owned and operated by third parties, opposed to building 
duplicate facilities and amenities.

Continue to explore private partnership and sponsorships for funding new facilities and 
operation of existing amenities.

Continually explore new technologies in how parks and facilities are operated and 
maintained in order to create economic efficiencies while maintaining or increasing level 
of service.

Continue to monitor barriers to 
recreation.

Continue to support major event 
hosting opportunities.

Continue using joint use agreements.

Continue to explore alternate funding 
sources.

Continue to explore new technologies.

Figure 57: Continued priorities in Parks & Recreation
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PRIORITY 
RANKING
(Score, 
Maximum 
45):

RECOMMENDATION: DESCRIPTION:

10.2.1 Development & Infrastructure Priorities

NEAR TERM (0-2 YEARS):

MEDIUM TERM (3-5 YEARS):

1

Score 43

8

Score 39

9

Score 39

10

Score 39

11

Score 38

2

Score 43

3

Score 41

4

Score 41

5

Score 41

6

Score 41

7

Score 40

Improving the trail system is a high priority, not just for recreation, but for creating interconnectivity in the City that does not require vehicle transport. 
This involves paving existing and new trails, installing lighting, ensuring there is adequate signage, and having public washrooms available until later in 
the evening. Trails are an inclusive amenity with high reward and satisfaction if done well.

Improve Crescent Park, Wakamow Valley, Happy Valley Park, tatawâw Park and other passive parks, while creating new parks, designed in such ways 
as to make them passive. This requires little maintenance and users can utilize the space in ways they see fit such as having large spaces to play ball, 
natural areas, picnic areas, etc. 

Encourage a New Master Plan for Wakamow Valley Authority - that balances scientific assessment of natural systems and carrying capacities to support 
passive recreation and better human-nature connections. Feasibility should also be explored for turning Wakamow Valley Authority into a winter 
wonderland destination.

Establish a documented renewal plan for the City’s aging outdoor rinks and skating oval, while continuing to explore partnership opportunities for the 
ongoing maintenance of these sites. It is also essential to ensure these sites have summer functionality so they can be used year-round.

Inventory sensitive areas (such as wetlands, river valleys, riparian areas, urban forests, etc.) in the City to help determine ways to improve our 
environmental ethic.

Conduct an accessibility assessment of all parks and all recreation facilities to ensure they are up to the modern standard. People with disabilities visit 
parks much less frequently than abled people due to accessibility issues. It is very important to provide this marginalized group with opportunity to 
enjoy parks and recreational facilities and programming. This assessment will also look at ability for the public to get to each facility, including available 
sidewalks and public transportation routes.

Implement the Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool Replacement Program.

Continue to work with external agencies on the transformation of the Golden Ticket Sports Centre into a multi-purpose community recreation facility.

Explore protecting the City’s natural spaces on a statutory level (special protection area overlay). This should be explored as part of the current Official 
Community Plan update. 

The Memorial Field Grandstands should be investigated, and a repair, replacement or upgrade strategy should be developed. Work with local 
stakeholders to determine what is required to host tournaments, etc.

Follow the trend of planting native flowers, shrubs, and trees in parks as well as allowing there to be natural areas. This can help strengthen the local 
ecosystem and abate some climate change impacts as well as reduce the cost of lawn maintenance. Planting trees and shrubs that produce edible fruits 
in parks and creating community gardens to increase food security awareness and availability of local food.

Active Transportation Strategy (Trails 
Master Plan)

Develop & Improve Existing Passive 
Parks

Encourage New Master Plan for 
Wakamow Valley Authority

Outdoor Rink Renewal Plan

Sensitive Areas Inventory

Parks & Recreation Accessibility 
Assessment

Replace Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool

Golden Ticket Sports Centre Renewal

Protect the City’s Natural Assets

Upgrade Memorial Field Grandstands

Native Planting & Food Sustainability

Figure 58: Development and infrastructure priorities in Parks & Recreation
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PRIORITY 
RANKING
(Score, 
Maximum 
45):

RECOMMENDATION: DESCRIPTION:

10.2.1 Development & Infrastructure Priorities

MEDIUM TERM (3-5 YEARS):

LONG TERM (5-10 YEARS):

19

Score 31

13

Score 37

12

Score 37

14

Score 35

15

Score 35

16

Score 35

17

Score 32

18

Score 31

20

Score 31

21

Score 30

22

Score 27

23

Score 24

A non-statutory document that outlines standard details, construction methods, procedures, approval processes and other aspects of developing and 
maintaining parks and open space within the City.

Improving and creating new wheel parks in the south sector for a variety of ages to participate in. Having less risky options for younger children, and 
larger options for older kids and teens can separate the age groups and reduce conflict between teens and younger children trying to use the same 
space.

Continue to implement and explore sustainable energy management practices to align with the City’s Climate Action Plan emission reduction goals.

The Yara Centre Facility is being utilized differently from its original design. Because of this, the second-floor space will require renovation and 
reconfiguration so it can accommodate desired uses in the near future.

Create chances for people to work together and socialize on projects or events such as community gardens, community block parties, barbecues, or 
picnics, outdoor skating with a warm-up shack. The entire point of recreation is to nurture the community.

Upgrades to Crescent Park – serpentine water feature, tree renewal program, explore opportunities to enhance winter activities, upgrade to lawn 
bowling green, etc.

Develop or utilize existing software to categorize, keep inventory of, and monitor the conditions of infrastructure within the community. This creates 
an easy way to keep track of issues that arise as well as allowing you to prioritize changes. Will also look at improving existing amenities that can be 
transformed to host new recreational activities and programming.

Create and maintain fields to proper standards. Have a variety of options for service and maintenance levels of sports fields (this can be dependent on 
number of users and demand). Ensure that allocation policies are in place for use and that booking is fair. Explore ways to increase major event hosting 
capabilities.

Explore opportunities to add an additional dressing room at the Kinsmen Arena to better support multi-gender sport activities and event hosting 
capabilities.

Conduct public engagement to determine desired enhancements to the existing dog park and supported location/size/available amenities to be 
considered in the addition of a new City Dog Park.

Collaborate with the community to research, develop and implement opportunities to make it a year-round facility.

Cemetery Master Plan for the Rosedale and Moose Jaw Cemeteries.

Open Space Development Standards

Improve/New (South Hill) Outdoor 
Wheel Sports Parks

Energy Management Plan

Yara Centre Facility Reconfiguration

Increase Community Gathering 
Opportunities 

Upgrades to Crescent Park

Infrastructure Asset Management 
Strategy 

Enhance Existing Sports Fields

Kinsmen Arena Dressing Rooms

Dog Park Enhancements & New Dog 
Park

Pla-Mor Palace Improvements

Cemetery Master Plans

Figure 59: Development and infrastructure priorities in Parks & Recreation (continued)
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9

Score 29

10

Score 27

Create a Parks Branding Strategy that is ensures consistency amongst City-owned parks, open space and facilities.

Review opportunities to implement sustainable pesticide and pest management practices that lead to reductions in human health and environmental 
risks.

Branding Strategy for Parks

Pesticide & Pest Management Plan

PRIORITY 
RANKING
(Score, 
Maximum 
45):

RECOMMENDATION: DESCRIPTION:

10.2.2 Service Delivery Priorities

NEAR TERM (0-2 YEARS):

MEDIUM TERM (3-5 YEARS):

LONG TERM (5-10 YEARS):

1

Score 43

4

Score 39

5

Score 36

6

Score 35

7

Score 35

8

Score 32

2

Score 41

3

Score 40

Introducing a strategy to increase equality, inclusion, and diversity within the City to better reflect the demographics of the community. This will allow 
for decisions being made with the input from a variety of backgrounds to better serve the needs of the population. It also introduces commitment to 
public good in delivering parks and recreation services. An example of this is accessibility of our changeroom spaces when it comes to gender inclusion.  
The City must develop policies & proper signage, as well as educational opportunities provided to staff and general public.

Create a Signage and Wayfinding Program for recreation facilities, parks, trails and open spaces.

Creating a standardized way to communicate with users and stakeholders of parks and recreation facilities so that there is consistency across the board. 

Create an Annual State of Parks & Recreation Report / Business Plans to track progress, cost recovery, investments, staffing, etc. for all parks and 
recreation amenities This will also create consistency in the management of the assets which will be easier for new employees to grasp and will help the 
facilities and parks run more smoothly.

Volunteerism is falling at rapid rates across Canada largely due to burnout and lack of time. However, many programs are run by volunteers, so the 
city needs to come up with a way to attract volunteers and keep them by providing volunteer appreciation incentives, better time availabilities, more 
support, a volunteer database, etc. Look at organizations with high levels of volunteer retention for best practices.

Explore a Recreation Fee Subsidy Program to help enhance access for all community members.

Develop a comprehensive Urban Forest Management Strategy that focuses on maintaining and protecting the City’s urban forest.

(Annually) - Develop a policy that streamlines how rates & fees are reviewed and updated using a benefits-based 

Parks and Recreation Equality, 
Inclusion & Diversity Strategy 

Signage & Wayfinding Strategy

Engagement & Communications 
Strategy

Annual State of Parks & Recreation 
Report and Business Plans

Volunteer Management Plan

Recreation Fee Subsidy Program

Urban Forest Management Strategy

Conduct Regular Review of Fees & 
Charges

Figure 60: Service delivery priorities in Parks & Recreation
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Score 26

12

Score 24

13

Score 18

14

Score 12

Develop a program of inspecting parks and open spaces on a minimum yearly basis to identify invasive species and create plans to eradicate or manage 
them to allow native species to thrive. Educate staff on local invasive species and the threat they pose to native environments. 

Complete regular Sports Tourism Economic Impact Report (minimum every 3 years).

Explore new Parks full-time position specific to marketing, grants, & cultural initiatives/events.

Explore changing the Department Name - Parks, Recreation and Culture to better reflect services provided.

Invasive Species Management 
Program

Sports Tourism Impact Report

New Parks FTE

Change Department Name

PRIORITY 
RANKING
(Score, 
Maximum 
45):

RECOMMENDATION: DESCRIPTION:

10.2.2 Service Delivery Priorities

LONG TERM (5-10 YEARS):

104

Figure 61: Service delivery priorities in Parks & Recreation (continued)
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Score 21

Create a Parks Branding Strategy that is ensures consistency amongst City-owned parks, open space and facilities.
Branding Strategy for Parks

PRIORITY 
RANKING
(Score, 
Maximum 
45):

RECOMMENDATION: DESCRIPTION:

10.2.3 Programming Priorities

NEAR TERM (0-2 YEARS):

MEDIUM TERM (3-5 YEARS):

LONG TERM (5-10 YEARS):

1

Score 43

3

Score 39

4

Score 38

5

Score 35

6

Score 32

7

Score 32

2

Score 41

Offer more drop-in options allowing for spontaneous participation at all recreation facilities including the Library and Museum / Art Gallery.

People want more access to the Yara Centre, especially spontaneous drop in-programs. To help create interest, physical literacy programs could be 
offered, as well as programs that follow themes of reconciliation.

Explore partnership opportunities to offer nature-based programming focused on the importance and benefits of human connection to nature.

Expand early years education (EYE) programming and activities within parks, open spaces and facilities. Work with local experts to develop critical 
thinking, physical literacy and nature-based educational programs.

Actively promote parks and recreation and ensure people are educated on the economic, environmental, social and human health benefits that they 
bring to a community.

Increasing the “rentable” recreation kits for physical literacy to allow for residents to get access to, pickleball kits, ultimate frisbee and other activities.

Children and youth programs are highly demanded, so we should explore funding programs for user groups that provide children and youth programs 
that can provide drop-in or non-organized sports, art classes, etc. 

Drop In & Spontaneous Recreation & 
Leisure

Yara Centre Programming

Nature-Based Programming

Early Years Education Programming 
& Activities

Benefits of Parks & Recreation 
Education Program

Increase “rentable” recreation kits 
for physical literacy

Funding for Children & Youth 
Programs
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Figure 62: Programming priorities in Parks & Recreation
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10.3 Measures of Success (Monitoring)
There are four key ways to measure the successful implementation of this 
Recreation Master Plan:

1. Completing all the continuous to medium recommendations 
within the first five years and ensuring the long recommendations 
potential are not funded but are scheduled in work plans. While 
every year, the team reviews whether or not each recommendation 
has been addressed or is still needed;

2. The achievement of the quantitative goals, both target and stretch 
goals, are set by the team in their mini business plans. For example, 
these could be cost recovery rates or number of programs offered, 
number of participants, number of grants provided and impacts and 
the number of residents accessing assistance programs;

3. Work with broader community partners, including enforcement 
services, medical associations and others, to identify and create 
goals. These community partners have the ability to help measure 
the community well-being indicators (i.e., crime rates, rates of 
activity-related disease, measures of social cohesion, etc.); and

4. By meeting annually with your user groups, both spontaneous and 
programmable users and doing a yearly survey to test program 
times, available rental times, partnership opportunities and getting 
a pulse check on the community and how users are changing.

10.4 Assessing Parks & Recreation Requests
Moving forward, the City of Moose Jaw seeks to create and follow a standard 
for receiving and responding to parks and recreation requests from internal 
bodies, individuals and user groups to ensure a consistent response pattern 
and overall level of fairness. Figure 63 (right), graphically demonstrates this 
process.

Figure 63: Funding request matrix

Is it an initiative that is accessible to all Moose Jaw 
Residents and anyone can be part of the entity? (not 

private, limiting, etc.)

Has substantial community support for this initiative 
been proven?

Is there an appropriate site available for this initiative? 
(Does the proposed site, if any, suit the function of the 

desired amenity/initiative?)  

If there are financial needs involved in this request, are 
they reasonable and within the means of the City?

If all of the above questions are answered “YES” - the 
City shall pursue endorsement of the initiative.
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11.0 CLOSING
The vision of this Parks and Recreation Master Plan is to foster a system that allows all 
residents and visitors of Moose Jaw to both continue to be and become Notoriously 
Active, however they wish to do so. This parks and recreation master plan has been 
developed to be used as a key tool for ensuring people’s current and future needs are 
being met, while optimizing service delivery and a community’s ability to offer the 
highest quality of service possible. Through rigorous public engagement, background 
research, benchmarking and the review of trends and leading practices, this plan has 
developed numerous strategic recommendations for development and infrastructure, 
service delivery and programming that seek to satisfy that vision. 

This master plan provides a ten-year perspective on recommendations to meet the needs 
to our residents, to help attract new investment and people to the City and to encourage 
new partnerships to see various groups collaborate in service provision. However, this 
report recommends a revisit of its recommended action in approximately five years to 
determine if influencing factors lead to the need to recalibrate any proposed actions.
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APPENDIX A:
WHAT WE HEARD



What We Heard
Household Survey Summary and

Group Workshop Summary



What We 
Heard

Household Survey Summary 

April 2022

Household Survey
This survey was designed to capture a glance into how local citizens use and 
experience the parks and recreation facilities Moose Jaw currently has to offer.  
All age groups were targeted from 0-65+, see the pie cart to the right, that 
represents how ages 6-17 and 35-44 were the highest percentage of survey 
respondents.  A link to the survey was available to the general public through 
the Parks and Recreation Master Plan project website (parksmasterplan.com/
moosejaw).  There was a total of 317 surveys filled out with 100% completion 
rate.  The survey was active from April 5-25th, 2022.

Response Demographics
• 98% of respondents have not immigrated to or resettled in Canada within 

the past 3 years;
• 11% of respondents identify as an Indigenous person in Canada; and
• 95% percent of respondents are residents of Moose Jaw, and of them, 74% 

have lived in Moose Jaw for over 10 years and 89% plan to still be living in 
Moose Jaw 5 years from now.

Age Groups
Age group breakdown on 317 
households who submitted a survey:

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

PARKS & 
RECREATION

Moose Jaw, SK

Master 
Plan

6-17

0-5

18-24

25-34
35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

20%

7%

11%
22%

12%

10%

7% 12%
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Current Use of Recreation, Arts, Culture and Parks Facilities
The survey recorded that 100% of respondents currently make use of facilities in Moose Jaw. 
The top three reasons their household uses these facilities are for health benefits / physical 
activity (87%), to be outdoors/get fresh air (85%) and for their own personal enjoyment (78%).  
Below is the break down of all reasons recorded.

Overall Satisfaction
The majority of respondents are either somewhat or very satisfied with the parks and recreation 
programs and services currently offered in Moose Jaw (86%).  This means that only 14% of 
respondents are dissatisfied or unsure.

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

87%

54%

37%

34%

32%

21%

66%

85%

80%

Socializing

Pass the time

Improve skills/be creative

Learn new things

Enjoy a challenge

Relaxation/stress relief

To be outdoors/fresh air

Enjoyment - because it's fun

5%Other (please specify)
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Overall utilization of both indoor and 
outdoor venues are represented 
graphcially to the right via font sizing.  
The larger the font size, the more 
frequently respondents noted using 
the facility, and vice versa.
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Indoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility)For each listed 
below, please indicate how many times your household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the 

past 12 months.Notes

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ Uses
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Indoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility)For each listed 
below, please indicate how many times your household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the 

past 12 months.Notes

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ UsesIndoor Facility Utilization

Indoor Facility Utilization
To the right is a list of Moose Jaw’s most and least utilized 
indoor facilities according to the graph below that was 
created from the question where respondents were asked 
to indicate how many times their household actively utilized 
indoor facilities in the past year.  It is important to note that 
97% of respondents did not use 15 Wing Pool in the past 
12 months, while 26% of respondents reported using the 
Kinsmen Sportsplex Indoor Pool more than 21 times in the 
past 12 months. 

 Top 5 most utilized facilities: 
1. Kinsmen Sportsplex Indoor Pool
2. Moose Jaw Public Library
3. Yara Centre
4. Mosaic Place
5. Kinsmen Sportsplex Arena

Top 5 least utilized facilities: 
1. Thunder Creek Archery Club
2. 15 Wing Pool
3. 15 Wing Community Fitness Centre
4. Music Studios
5. Performing Arts Studios

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility

*Moose Ja
w Ev

ents 
Centre

Moose Jaw Events Centre
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Outdoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, 
or funded facility)For each listed below, please indicate how many times your 
household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the past 12 

months.Note

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ Uses

Outdoor  Facility Utilization
To the right is a list of Moose Jaw’s most and least utilized outdoor 
facilities according to the graph below that was created from the 
question where respondents were asked to indicate how many times 
their household actively utilized outdoor facilities in the past year.  By 
far respondents utilize Moose Jaw’s trails, parks and playgrounds the 
most. Specifically, Crescent Park seems to be most utilized park in 
the City.  Only 5% of respondents did not use the City’s pathways 
and trails on a regular basis.  The lawn bowling amenity at Crescent 
Park and the Moose Jaw tennis club only had an average of 5% of 
respondents using these facilities. 
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Below is a list of Moose Jaw's Indoor Facilities (* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility)For each listed 
below, please indicate how many times your household has actively participated or utilized these facilities in the 

past 12 months.Notes

1-5 Uses

6-20 Uses

21+ Uses

Top 5 most utilized facilities: 
1. City of Moose Jaw Pathways/Trails
2. City of Moose Jaw Parks & Playgrounds
3. Wakamow Valley Pathways/Trails
4. Crescent Park
5. Wakamow Parks and Playgrounds

Top 5  least utilized facilities:
1. Lawn Bowling (Crescent Park)
2. Moose Jaw Tennis Club
3. MacDonald Athletic Field
4. Kinsmen Sportsplex Crokicurl
5. Memorial Field Outdoor Facility 

Outdoor Facility Utilization

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

* Indicates City owned, operated, or funded facility
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Amenity Priorities
Respondents were asked to indicate their top 5 priorities for recreation 
for both indoor and outdoor facilities.  Below are the top 10 facilities that 
were chosen as having the highest priority.  In both categories indoor 
and outdoor pools came in as the number one priority.    

Amenity Overall Improvements
Overall respondents seem to be happy with the condition of the indoor 
amenities with the higher percentages leaning to the side of no improvements 
necessary.  In regards to indoor facilities, there was a strong desire that stood 
out from the rest to see improvements to Phyllis Dewar outdoor pool at 57.8%.   
In total there were 125 comments in regards to improvements needed to indoor 
facilities and 181 comments in regards to improvements respondents feel are 
needed to outdoor facilities.

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

OUTDOOR AMENITIES

Outdoor Pool

Natural Areas / Open Spaces

Multi Use Trails (Non-motorized)

Playgrounds

Baseball Diamonds

Basketball Courts

Softball/Slo Pitch Diamonds

Outdoor Rinks

Cross-country Skiing/Running Trails

Artificial Turf Fields (Soccer, football, etc..)

PRIORITY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

INDOOR AMENITIES

Aquatic Facilities (Indoors)

Fitness/Wellness Facilities

Indoor Walking/Running Tracks

Arena Sport Facilities (Ice and dry floor use)

Library Spaces

Cultural/Ceremonial Spaces

Child Care Facilities

Multi-use Gymnasium Spaces (e.g. basketball)

Playgrounds (Indoors)

Indoor Turf Facilities (soccer)
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EXISTING OUTDOOR AMENITIES IN 
NEED OF IMPROVEMENTS:

EXISTING INDOOR AMENITIES IN 
NEED OF IMPROVEMENTS:

AMENITIES IN NEED  
OF IMPROVEMENTS:

AMENITIES NOT IN NEED 
OF IMPROVEMENTS:

Moose Jaw
Cultural Centre

Ford Curling Centre

Kinsmen Sportsplex
Indoor Pool

Yara Centre

52.2%

18.0%

34.7%

26.7%

29.5%

the majority of 
survey respondents 

feel indoor amenities 
are in good shape

Mosaic Place

the majority of survey 
respondents feel the 
Phyllis Dewar Outdoor 
pool has the greatest 
need of improvements

Moose Jaw Curling Centre

Moose Jaw 
Events Centre
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Community Programming
Respondents were asked 3 questions in regards to community programming.  The three questions 
touched on adequate/inadequate supply of programming across all age groups (0-55+ years of 
age), what barriers exist that prevents involvement and what are improvement and/or changes that 
would increase participation and overall enjoyment of new and/or existing programs.  Across all 
questions an overall lack of public awareness seemed to be a common thread.  

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

Preschoolers
(Aged 0-5)

Children
(Aged 6-12)

Teens (Aged
13-19)

Young Adults
(Aged 20-30)

Middle Aged
Adults (Aged

31-54)

Seniors/Elders
(Aged 55+)

Families
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Please provide your opinion regarding the current 
supply of community programs within the following 

age demographics.

Adequate

Inadequate

Unsure

Supply of Community Programs:
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No time

Too expensive

Unaware of the opportunities

Crowded facilities

27%

23%

46%

60%

27%

Barriers to Participating in Recreation: 

Desired Improvements to Programming:

Improved marketing/awareness

Greater variety

Better instruction

More convenient schedules

Enhanced content

Accommodate more participants

87%

54%

37%

34%

32%

32%

32%

32%
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Rentable Park and Recreational Facilities:
Along with programming, the City of Moose Jaw offers rentable facilities 
and outdoor spaces so residents can reserve areas for recreational 
purposes.  Overall, 40% of the respondents have rented facilities in the 
past, leaving 60% not having done so.  Of the respondents that have rented 
facilities, 65% were satisfied with the overall experience.  Respondents 
were asked why they had never rented park space, 65% felt they have 
“never had the need to” and 20% “did not know how” to book a site. 

Below are a few of the roughly 82 comments received on how their personal 
experience was with renting a facility and how the City could improve the 
rental experience.  Even though the previous question represented overall 
satisfaction with the rental process, it seems a number of the comments 
referred to the process being outdated, rentals being too costly and it being 
hard to find current information.  

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

Less expensive, 
nickel & dimed to 

death!

Rented at the 
MJCC. The staff 

there were 
fantastic and 

accommodating 
but the lack of 
cleaning staff, 
in other years 

it wasn’t an 
issue, but now 

it seems the city 
just doesn’t care 
about the facility 

anymore.

At the time, the 
insurance cost 

prohibited using 
the facility.

 Thought it was 
fine. Maybe more 
online booking 

options?

I was given the 
wrong code 

to disable the 
security alarm at 

the pavilion above 
the oval. I had to 
call the office to 
inform them and 
have the alarm 
turned off.....

knowing what is 
available - create 
packages to allow 
people to see what 

is available

I used to rent 
Rush Ice for my 
preschooler for 
10$/person to 

teach her to skate 
but this year it 
went up to 70$ 

which is way too 
much money to 
bring a young 

child just to learn 
to skate.

We have rented 
space at Yara for 

a kids party and it 
was great

It was a hassle to 
rent and the cost 

is ridiculous.

I rented canoes at 
Connor park and 
both were great

Indoor facilities 
should have a 

higher standard 
for cleanliness.

Everything 
was good.

It was really good.

Better lighting in 
Yara

If scheduling was 
simpler.

$10

$70
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Under -Served Populations:
Below is a list of specific groups that were mentioned when respondents 
were asked to provide specific groups of the population they feel 
are under-served when it comes to recreation. There were over 85 
comments captured by the survey on this topic.  To the right are a few of 
the personal opinions found in the comments.  

• new comers - ESL people
• neuro-diverse / sensory families 
• 25-30 year olds
• special needs 
• low-to-mid income families
• disabled people, particularly aged 18-64
• mothers with small children
• youth/ teenagers
• kids with disabilities
• large families with lower income
• people with mobility issues, especially children

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

I think there are 
ample opportunities 
if people just make 
the effort. Outdoor 

activities are usually 
not as expensive

The under 16 
teenage crowd 

can’t always get 
to places where 

programs are 
offered. The bus 
service needs 
improvement

Yes. People with 
disabilities. Thank 
you for having bus 

services to Yara 
Centre. Good start!

I think the East 
side gets ignored

Adults aged 25-50. 
I am 30 and I would 
love something like 

a climbing wall. 
Disproportionately 
focused on young 

families and 
seniors.

Newcomers 
to Canada. 

Transportation is 
often a significant 
barrier, as well as 
unfamiliarity and 

language.

Kids between 
12-15, I struggle 

sometimes to 
find appropriate 
activities for my 
granddaughter

neuro diverse / sensory sensitive families

people with a disability, particularly aged 18-64

people requiring enhanced accessibility support

children with a disability

newcomers / newcomers whose second language is English
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Future Funding:
When funding potential parks and recreation infrastructure and community 
programming 68% of respondents agreed that community fundraising is the 
best way to raise funds.  A close second and third choice was to increase 
municipal taxes (29%) and increasing rental fees at community facilities (28%).   
In a follow up question, roughly 32% felt they would be comfortable spending 
an increase of up to $50 annually, and 30% were happy to contribute over $50 
annually to directly fund Parks and Recreation Services.  

When asked to consider City of Moose Jaw programs and facilities, 
respondents showed an overall support to increase property taxes to support 
each of the following areas:

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

Recreation services your household uses

Recreation services that are important to the broader 
community but that your household members may not use. 

(youth programs/facilities, seniors programs/facilities, etc.)

New Parks & Recreation facilities that 
are prioritized through public consultation

Upgrades to existing Parks & Recreation facilities 
that are prioritized through public consultation

support 53%

oppose 26%

support 48%

oppose 28%

support 53%

oppose 21%

support 62%

oppose 18%
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Communication of Recreation Programs and Services:
The top 3 preferred lines of communication of recreation programs and 
services are via social media (69%), city website (57%) and the printed 
recreation guide (55%).

Pandemic Response:
There is no doubt recreation has been impacted by COVID-19.  Many 
people have had to change the way in which they use recreational 
facilities.  When asked to choose how respondents will participate in 
recreational activities following the pandemic, the majority feel they will 
continue to participate in the same way they did prior to the pandemic, but 
24% think they will participate more and 13% less, post-pandemic.  This 
could lead to a 11% increase in the participate rate.

Future Pandemic Planning:
Looking into the future after experiencing a pandemic, it will be important to 
have a plan in place for facilities and amenities that considers the possibilities 
of future pandemics.  Below are a few of the 185 comments captured from 
respondents when asked this:  How can we better plan facilities and amenities 
to be more resilient should a similar pandemic ever happen again?

• Focus on outdoor options for fitness, like the 50m outdoor pool;
• more consistency in restrictions over the life of the pandemic. Have 

established operating procedures and contingency plans in place ahead 
of time;

• continue online booking/cleaning of equipment at Yara and other facilities/
touch free soap and towel dispensers;

• I think you did the best you could do. I believe you were complying with 
AHS rules;

• everyone went outside so more areas for ourdoor sports and improving 
trails;

• reduce City-owned facilities that constantly require city subsidies such as 
Mosaic Place;

• design for natural one-directional flow (people don’t typically have to 
backtrack through a facility) antimicrobial surface, open space, easier to 
have your own defined space in areas like change rooms; and

• better air exchange / filtration systems. Use materials that are conducive to 
cleaning with antiseptic cleansers. Extend indoor spaces into the outdoors 
with shelter from wind and precipitation to allow some activities such as 
classes to move outside when personal distance spacing makes indoor 
activities impractical.

Household Survey Summary - Moose Jaw

Participate less

Participate the same

Participate more

63%

13%
24%

Moose Jaw Events Centre;
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Group Workshop Summary

PURPOSE:
To inform users of the planning process.
To engage users to help with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

DATE:    April 27, 2022
LOCATION:   Mosaic Centre
FACILITATORS:  Jason Simituk, Quantum Recreation, (QR)
   Gary Debney, Quantum Recreation,
SET-UP:  PowerPoint was created by QR and  
   supplied to the City
ATTENDANCE:  31 people attended

QUESTIONS

1. Do you feel the field and facility booking process is adequate, fair and easy 
to manage?

2. Are there any fields or other facilities you would like to book/rent but don’t? 
Why?

3. What kind of improvements to fields or other facilities are needed most?

4. What improvements are needed to meet local demands vs. tournament 
opportunities?

5. How do you communicate and collaborate with the City currently? What is 
working well, and what could be improved?

6. After reviewing the findings and feedback we gathered, are there any 
recommendations you feel will effectively support recreation and sports in 
Moose Jaw within the City’s service delivery framework?

7. Based on what you’ve learned today, what do you like most about the 
preliminary findings? Is there anything missing? 

8. Based on the improvements required (question 3) what would you choose 
to be the number 1 improvement?

9. What Social Media Platform do you use?

16Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw

PARKS & 
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FINDINGS

 Do you feel the field and facility booking process is adequate,  
 fair and easy to manage?

• during Covid (peak) booking walk/swim times was at times 
complicated or inconvenient.

• Adequate
 ○ online has made ease of use for individual and 

family bookings simpler but has not helped 
address user group challenges.

• Availability
 ○ limited

• Fair 
 ○ first come first serve (Pros/Cons with this system)
 ○ Indoor rinks (spring/summer) - equitable/equal

• Group
 ○ easy if in person, know who/have a relationship 

with the booking Rep and user group
 ○ program registration (multi child family)
 ○ web system is user friendly
 ○ enough programs available
 ○ if contact is known, use rgroup easier than 

booking through City
• Process 

 ○ fair and easy
• Youth vs Senior Activities

 ○ age, time, and cost being considered?
• indoor rinks $$$-ice rental is high
• indoor rinks not fair (winter booking) question equity in access
• it exists. Lack of awareness for how to book. Unaware of 

facilities available
• online hiccups (covid?) - swimming?
• outdoor fair - lots of fields/option - easier access
• outdoor $$$-cheap
• private booking easy

KEY TAKEAWAY

The booking process is moderately easy if you are familiar with the 
system. It seems easy if you have a contact with the City to help.

1.
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 Are there any fields or other facilities you would like to  
 book/rent but don’t? Why?

• cost of rentals (Yara/Mosaic)
• otherwise empty
• access to outdoor ice difficult  to get-conflict with outdoor 

hockey, Westpark
• City requirements: insurance, permits, answers
• we have not booked city facilities for personal not sure how
• facilities available for teams and user groups
• poor upkeep/condition of facilities deters rentals

 ○ hardball diamonds rents fastball diamonds due 
to condition

 ○ sponsorship is now required to upgrade 
or expense is pushed on to user group 
organizations

• Elks Field
 ○ condition of grass (weeds)

• Yara
 ○ large events impact users i.e. selects football
 ○ too expensive compared to outdoors, number of 

participants sharing cost
 ○ parking lot is insufficient for space/activities
 ○ outdoor fields is in incorrect position compared 

to road; multiple balls lost on busy road

2. KEY TAKEAWAY

Mosiac: is expensive
Yara (indoor): is expensive
Yara (outdoor): fields are incorrect position and parking lot is too small 
Elks Field: needs maintenance based on weeds
Westpark: conflict of users for outdoor hockey
Overall concerns with price and requirements of insurance and permits 

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw

Yara Centre / Moose Jaw Events Centre) Moose Jaw Events Centre: is expensive
Yara Centre (indoor): is expensive

Yara Centre

Yara Centre (outdoor): is fields are incorrect position and parking lot is too 
small
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 What kind of improvements to fields or other facilities are  
 needed most?

• need more indoor opportunities
• Crescent Park - cleaning serpentine
• Hamilton Flats - H20, Lights
• Library Dated Last in 90’s
• Memorial Field - Grandstand - Whole thing replace
• Sunningdale Spray Park
• Veterans Park - Gabezo, Walking Track, Wheel Chair Access
• wheel chair access in City
• like to see more sport activities in Yara Centre

 ○ Tennis court, carpet bowling mat. (Only 1 in 
Canada/BC, Vancouver)

• gopher holes, some need grass work, outdoor pool needs 
lots of work

• bathroom facilities - upgrade and manage
• dog park - too muddy, track not dog park, no wind break, 

poop bags outside fence
• general upkeep of facilities is poor: it’s built then forgotten
• heat Kinsmen pool
• insulate/heat Kinsmen rink/Bert Hunt
• lawn bowling drainage improvements needed
• many private/school owned facility/property needs 

improvement, but all costs are on the private/school to incur
• more garbage cans on paths
• more groomed x-country ski trails
• more maintenance on trails, diamonds, fields, parking lots, 

Playmore
• pool scheduling for access is inconvenient - process to get 

into the pool is time consuming
• wheel chair accessibility

3. KEY TAKEAWAY

New outdoor pool
Cleaning Crescent Park serpentine
Memorial Field grandstand
Upgrade outdoor pool
More bathrooms
Library upgrade
More groomed x-country trails
More maintenance on trails
More accessibility in City facilities
Lawn bowling drainage
Heat Kinsmen Rink/Brent Hurt

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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What improvements are needed to meet local demands 
vs. tournament opportunities?
• Local Demands

 ○ Bert Hunt-cement floor
 ○ local Lawn Bowling - Drain system needs improvement
 ○ need moving daily/unable to hold sanctioned 
 ○ communication with city
 ○ new and emergency activities
 ○ promotion of local events
 ○ field expert to notify user groups post rain etc. to avoid 

damage to fields
 ○ general ongoing care (would increase desire to host 

tournaments)
 ○ Parks and Recrecreation crew (similar to Roads crew)
 ○ standard procedure for users to notify of issues and 

consistent response from City
 ○ diamond lights open so much more time to utilize 

facilities
 ○ ice in the summer months
 ○ local lawn bowling  - heavy rains takes 2-3 days to dry
 ○ maintenance-facilities
 ○ more awareness
 ○ park program staffing/funding
 ○ youth spaces (teens) all activities
 ○ more community programs (maybe with incentives for 

coaches/teachers)
 ○ more opportunities to use schools (badminton)

4.

KEY TAKEAWAY

Local:   More use of schools for things like badminton 
  Requirements of maintenance (lawn bowling,    
  diamonds, funding and better communication with the City)
  Improvements: Bert Hunt-cement floor, diamond lights
  Advertising of local events

Tournament:  Need larger facilities (swimming, ball diamonds,    
             Yara running track, soccer) 
             Cross promotion of activities and more promotion
             Consolidation of facilities so you don’t have to go all over town
          

• Tournament Opportunities
 ○ cross promotion with city and chamber and clubs - visit MJ
 ○ maintenance-facility upgrades
 ○ tournament destination radio announcements
 ○ size of facilities - pool/track
 ○ accommodations
 ○ restaurants
 ○ tennis courts need new lightning. LED
 ○ Kinsmen Pool Size, YARA running track, ball fiamonds (too small of fields)
 ○ shortsighted city planning
 ○ size of facility inadequate for regulation
 ○ 2 Facilities close together Mosaic ice - similar don’t need the seating but 

need the large skating
 ○ concrete in B.H. So spring/summer indoor sport could host tournaments in 

the City
 ○ hardball needs to use 3 locations to host a tournament
 ○ regulation specs for: indoor and outdoor soccer pitch, running track, 

swimming pool, dive tank

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw

2 Facilities close together Moose Jaw Events Centre Ice - similar don’t 
need the seating but need the large skating
concrete in Bert Hunt - so spring/summer indoor sport could host 
tournaments in the City

Moose Jaw

Yara Centre running track, ball diamonds (too small of fields)

Yara Centre running track)
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 How do you communicate and collaborate with the   
C City currently?  
 What is working well, and what could be improved?

• adult versus youth or size of user group impacts city 
response -some get support more than others and the 
“squeaky wheel” mentality

• appreciate the surveys they are sending out now
• difficult to advocate for a need; can’t get an opportunity to 

speak to people what will listen
• email correspondence - a regular meeting in person at facility 

location to review: plans, goals, aspirations, agenda
• email or message - head of Parks & Recrecation
• more prompt responses - via email or phone
• some user groups have had very quick and productive 

meetings and correspondence
• yearly meetings prior to season start

5.

KEY TAKEAWAY

Email is the best way to communicate. Yearly meetings are 
necessary and looking for faster responses.

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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 After reviewing the findings and feedback we gathered,   
 are there any recommendations you feel will effectively   
 support recreation and sports in Moose Jaw within the   
 City’s service delivery framework?

• cost effectiveness for all users - affordability
• maintain + upgrade current facilities
• awareness + communication - What is there?
• address the fact that information only flows based on the ‘who you 

know’ relationships
• better usage of facilities we have i.e. Old Wild Animal Park - 

revitalize fields/diamonds
• closure or results from feedback that has been given to the city
• communication is hot/cold
• easy to communicate with city, hard to get a response
• more communication with users around what they need
• more indoor rink facilities
• no/limited face-to-face interaction with city of Moose Jaw staff
• one contact for an issue snowballs to 8+ and none have an answer
• others require more effort to work things out with the city

6. KEY TAKEAWAY

Communication needs to be improved, more face to face and reduce 
the who you know mentality to communication
Cost effective facilities 
More indoor rinks facilities
Maintain and upgrade current facilities

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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 Based on what you’ve learned today, what do you like most  
 about the preliminary findings? Is there anything missing?

• plan bigger - plan for growth (in programs, tournaments, city 
population, etc.) vs. planning for current capacity needs

• feels like City’s goal is to do minimum customer service and 
doesn’t want programs to succeed

• one stop shop approach to family (of any size/make up) to 
participate in a variety of activities under one roof

• more communication when large events are being brought in
• treating our assets like the critical infrastructure like it is! 

pool, rinks, ball diamonds are important to kids/families and 
bringing in sporting tourism

7. KEY TAKEAWAY

More communication from City regarding large events and  
customer service 
Treat Park & Recreation assets like critical infrastructure

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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 Based on the improvements required (questions 3) what  
 would you choose to be the number 1 improvements:

 What Social Media Platform do you use?8. 9.

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

Facility/item Total 
new outdoor pool 20
cleaning Crescent Park serpentine 13
Memorial Field grandstand 9
upgrade outdoor pool 8
more bathrooms 7
Library upgrade 6
more groomed x-country trails 6
more maintenance on trails 6
more accessibility in City facilities 6
lawn bowling drainage 3
heat Kinsmen Rink/Brent Hurt 2
Sunningdale Spray Park 2
Veterans Park gazebo walking track 2
Hamilton Flats H20, lights 1
heat Kinsmen Pool 0
Dog Park Mud upgrade 0

Snapchat
Instagram
Facebook
TikTok
Twitter

Group Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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What We 
Heard

School Workshop Summary

PURPOSE:
To inform the students of the planning process.
To engage the students to help with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

DATE:    April 27, 2022
LOCATION:   Palliser Hights School & Westmount School
FACILITATORS:  Jason Simituk, Quantum Recreation
  
SET-UP:  Workshop with children

QUESTIONS

1. What activities do you do after school? 

2. What are your favorite activities?

3. Which parks and recreation facilities in the City do you visit? 

4. What do you look forward to the most in the summer months?

5. What do you not look forward to about the summer?

6. What do you think the City could do to make the summer more 
amazing?

7. What do you look forward to in winter monts?

8. What do you not look forward to about winter?

9. What do you think the City could do to make the winter more amazing?

10. What new programs or activities do you think would help improve youth 
recreational programming in the City of Moose Jaw?

11. What would be a great way for the City of Moose Jaw to communicate all the 
different recreation opportunities to you?

26School Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw

PARKS & 
RECREATION

Moose Jaw, SK

Master 
Plan



School Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw27

FINDINGS
Westmount school required a change of engagement due 
to enthusiasm of students.

 What activities do you do after school?1. 2.

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

video games 
dance 
piano 
martial arts 
programed sports
 baseball
 football
 hockey 
 cricket
non-propgramed sports
 biking
 wheeled sports
 swimming
 hanging out
 

video games - 8 
dance - 2 
piano 1  
martial arts - 2 
programmed sports
 baseball - 2
 football - 0
 hockey - 5 
 cricket - 0
non-propgrammed sports
 biking - 5
 wheeled sports - 4
 swimming - 5
 hanging out - 12
 

What are your favorite activities?
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4.3.

KEY TAKEAWAYKEY TAKEAWAY

Doris Sitter School of Dance
Dance Images
The Kinsmen Park
Basements / Back Yards
Kinsmen Pool
Kinsmen Ice Rink
Wakamow Valley
The Nat
The Plamore Palace
Crescent Park
The Golden Ticket
Elgin Park
Kim’s Tae-Kwan-Do
Control JuJitsu
Lil’ Chicago
Mosaic Place
Yara Centre
Monkey Bars
McDonalds Play Place

whittling
camping
baseball
biking
paintball
in-line hockey
dirt-biking
mini golf
motorized watersports
full golf
soccer
walking on trails
volleyball

Which parks and recreation facilities in the City do 
you visit? 

What do you look forward to the most in the summer 
months?

School Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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5. 6.

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

sunshine
mosquito
not spending time with family
heat
wasps 
ticks
fires

live outdoor concerts
access to art supplies
camping
biking
swimming (indoors or outdoors)

What do you not look forward to about the summer? What do you think the City could do to make the summer 
more amazing?

School Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw 30

9.

8.

10.

7.

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

ski slope
waterslide park 
trampoline park 
ninja park
zip-lining 
go-karting
turfed baseball diamonds
skydiving 
indoor skate park 
community kitchen
extreme sports park
Joes’ Place Larger
wheeled sports (south side)
 

ski slope - 0
waterslide park - 3 
trampoline park - 4
ninja park - 2
zip-lining - 3 
go-karting - 12
turfed baseball diamonds - 1
skydiving 0 
indoor skate park - 3 
community kitchen - 0
extreme sports park - 1
Joes’ Place Larger - 2
wheeled sports (south side) - 3
 

skating
sledding
snowmobiling
hockey both indoors & outdoors
speed skating
curling
crokicurl

cold
snow
ice
family stuff

What do you look forward to in winter monts? What do you not look forward to about winter?

What do you think the City could do to make the 
Winter more amazing?

What new programs or activities do you think would  
help improve youth recreational programming in the  
City of Moose Jaw?

School Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw
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9.

8.

10.

7.

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

KEY TAKEAWAY KEY TAKEAWAY

ski slope
waterslide park 
trampoline park 
ninja park
zip-lining 
go-karting
turfed baseball diamonds
skydiving 
indoor skate park 
community kitchen
extreme sports park
Joes’ Place Larger
wheeled sports (south side)
 

ski slope - 0
waterslide park - 3 
trampoline park - 4
ninja park - 2
zip-lining - 3 
go-karting - 12
turfed baseball diamonds - 1
skydiving 0 
indoor skate park - 3 
community kitchen - 0
extreme sports park - 1
Joes’ Place Larger - 2
wheeled sports (south side) - 3
 

skating
sledding
snowmobiling
hockey both indoors & outdoors
speed skating
curling
crokicurl

cold
snow
ice
family stuff

What do you look forward to in winter monts? What do you not look forward to about winter?

What do you think the City could do to make the 
Winter more amazing?

What new programs or activities do you think would  
help improve youth recreational programming in the  
City of Moose Jaw?
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11.

KEY TAKEAWAY

Poster Boards – 0 
Flyers – 0
Print Media – 0 
Discover MJ - 0
Snapchat - 29
Twitter - 0
Facebook - 0
YouTube - 0
TikTok – 10
Instagram – 3 

What would be a great way for the City of Moose Jaw to 
communicate all the different recreation opportunities  
to you?

School Workshop Summary - Moose Jaw



What We 
Heard

Staff Interviews Summary

PURPOSE:
To inform the staff of the planning process.
To engage the frontline staff to help with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.   

INTERVIEWEES:   
   Director of Planning & Dev, Manager of Economic Dev
   Recreation Services Supervisor – Kinsmen Sportsplex
   City Horticulturalist
   Recreation Program Supervisor
   Parks Supervisor
   Recreation Services Supervisor, Recreation Program  
   Supervisor
   Facilities & Buildings Supervisor
   Parks and Rec - Clerk Stenos
   User Group Meeting
   SLEEP
 
FACILITATOR:  Jason Simituk, Quantum Recreation
SET-UP:  Interview with staff

Staff Interviews Summary - Moose Jaw 32

QUESTIONS

1. What are you anticipating in this plan?

2. What are the changes you have noticed in the past 5 years?

3. What are some of the City’s achievements? 

4. What are the City’s strengths? 

5. How do you feel the City is resourced? 

6. What are your top three issues?

7. If you had a magic wand what would be your BIGGEST idea for the City of 
Moose Jaw?

8. How can YOU make it happen?  

PARKS & 
RECREATION

Moose Jaw, SK

Master 
Plan



Staff Interviews Summary - Moose Jaw33

FINDINGS
Summary of Questions and Staff Responses

1.

2.

3.

4.

What are you anticipating in this plan?
• have a plan set as vision
• great opportunities and ideas, golf course in River 

Valley, attract people to the City 
• planning and recreation programing, and funding 

programming and community programs and projects
• communicate what the City employees do, RFS 

system, communicate the plan to the public – asset 
management portion

• clear direction from users
• positive change

What are the changes you have noticed in the  
past 5 years? 

• huge staff change but management through the 
change is good

• throughout the City: membership passes using at 
every facility, new spray parks

• streamlining process (reduce paperwork)
• added more buildings, increase capital projects, and 

no extras staff
• accountability issues - delegation from other 

departments being passed
• City council more progressive, successful programs – 

free swim and skate
• needs for programs increased (covid)
• facilities needs upgrading

What are some of the City’s achievements? 
• main park down Crescent Park. Fair number of parks, 

green space, lots of soccer fields and ball diamonds 
are excellent

• communication
• industrial park, new school, tunnel expanding, 

concept plan for valley view, residential subdivision
• Yara Centre, new outdoor pool plan
• provide good services and clean well-kept facilities
• good community development process

What are the City’s strengths? 
• City cares about the community and everyone works 

collaboratively
• good communication
• passionate employees, well-kept and great services
• strength of department---> strive to do things better or 

quickly as possible
• volunteers
• senior management
• joint use agreement with schools
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5.

6.

7.

8.

How do you feel the City is resourced? 
• staff, 10% of the people do 90% of the work
• no tax increase for many years
• conservative cautious approach needs to change to 

investing in infrastructure

What are your top three issues? 
• tree protection bylaw, no urban forestry plan
• temporary staff/staffing/staff issue-need more open 

door policy
• roles and responsibilities, teamwork between 

departments
• tourism
• wear a lot of hats
• not enough pay
• aging facilities
• connectivity for trails/around the city
• partnership with Sask polytec
• new community centre
• need full time marketing and communications person
• infrastructure, preventative maintenance and life cycle 

program

If you had a magic wand what would be your BIGGEST 
idea for the City of Moose Jaw? 

• more trails... wild animal park trail from 9 east to 
bell park.

• happy valley things to happen
• communication and education of bylaws
• community investment fund
• indigenous tourism
• more teamwork for all departments
• City--> Like to see bench and memory program 

around the city
• one big facility
• better understanding for what the Recreation 

department does
• two supervisors for recreation and third-party 

buildings
• good leadership (training)
• community centre with a multipurpose space

How can YOU make it happen?   
• economic development model for the community 

investment fund
• communicate with departments friendly and 

frequently
• more promotion… putting stuff online connect with 

people from different cities.
• City to invest in more training at all levels                

 

Staff Interviews Summary - Moose Jaw
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KEY TAKEAWAY

Most of the interviewees identified a lot of staff turnover 
as one of the changes in the past five years. However, 
there were also successful city programs, more buildings, 
capital projects and processes streamlined through digital 
transformation.

For City’s achievements, Yara Centre and the new outdoor 
pool plan gained the top votes from the staff. They 
also identified a lot of soccer fields and ball diamonds, 
communication, a good community development process, 
good services and well-kept facilities as part of the City’s 
achievements.

Staffing is one of the top three issues for most of the 
participants. Two interviewees also mentioned the need for 
an urban forestry plan and connectivity around the City.

Staff Interviews Summary - Moose Jaw
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APPENDIX B:
EXISTING AMENITIES



Existing Facilities
Ball Diamonds

• Adams Baseball Diamond: 700 Block MacDonald Street
• Bell Park Baseball Diamonds: 800 Block Caribou Street E.

• Baba Diamond
• Gamble Diamond
• Montgomery Diamond
• Mortensen Diamond
• Swarbrick Diamond

• Blackwell Baseball Diamond: 1400 - 13th Avenue N.W.
• Caribou Heights Ladies Fastball Diamonds (2): 1500 

Caribou Street West
• Hamilton Flats Slo-Pitch Diamonds (12): 1100 Manitoba 

Street W.
• McCullough Field Baseball Diamonds: 4th Avenue N.W. & 

MacDonald St.
• Dayton Diamond
• Heisler Diamond

• Memorial Field Fastball Diamond: 300 Caribou Street E.
• Lyle Helland Ball Diamond

• Optimist Park Girls Fastball Diamonds: 500 Iroquois Street 
W.

• Harris Diamond
• Luft Diamond
• Sanderson Diamond
• Wright Diamond

• Parkhill Park Baseball Diamonds: 1000 Block Duffield Street 
W.

• Andrie Diamond
• Gattinger Diamond
• Smith Diamond
• Vanstone Diamond

• Ross Wells Park: Caribou Street E. & Ross Cres.
• WDM Ball Diamonds (2): 100 Diefenbaker Drive
• Wenman Baseball Diamond: 2nd Avenue N.W. & Laurier St.

Football Fields

• Elks Athletic Field - 1600 Caribou Street West
• MacDonald Athletic Fields (2) - 1200 Manitoba Street West

Soccer Fields

• 1996 Summer Games Park (2): 16th Avenue S.W. & Coteau 
Street W

• 2005 Canada Games Fields (2): 1220 High St W
• Regal Heights: 1400 Block 13th Ave. N.W.
• Smith Park (3): 1300 Block Hastings Street
• Sunningdale Athletic Park Fields (2): Daffodil Drive
• Veterans Peace Park (3): 1604 Admiral Crescent

Outdoor Courts

• East End Basketball Courts: 800 block Caribou St E
• Iron Bridge Multi-Purpose Courts: Iron Bridge Drive
• Kinsmen West Park Basketball Courts: between 11th Ave NW 

and Meier Drive
• Moose Jaw Pickleball Courts (6): Elizabeth St. W. and 9th Ave 

NW
• Moose Jaw Tennis Courts (5): Fairford St E & 3rd Ave NE

Bike/Skate Parks

• Moose Jaw Police Association Bike Park: 1200 block High St 
W 

• Moose Jaw Skate Park: MacDonald St and 9th Ave NW

Outdoor Pools

• Phyllis Dewar Outdoor Pool: 163 Fairford St E



Spray Parks

• 1996 Summer Games Spray Park: 16th Ave SW
• Co-op Community East End Spray Park: 9th Avenue & 

Ominica Street East
• Crescent Park Spray Park: 200 block Fairford St E
• Elgin Park Spray Park: 1000 block 8th Ave NW
• Kinsmen West Park Spray Park: between 11th Ave NW and 

Meier Drive

Parks with Playgrounds

• 15th Avenue NW & Athabasca St W
• 1996 Summer Games Playground: 16th Ave SW
• 4th & Oxford: 400 Block Oxford St W
• Caribou Heights: 1500 block Caribou St W
• Clark Gillies Park: Ross Crescent
• Crescent Park: 200 block Fairford St E
• Elgin Park: 1000 block 8th Ave NW 
• Happy Valley: 1200 block of Wolfe Ave
• Henleaze Park: 1100 block Henleaze Ave
• Hillcrest Park: 1200 block Willow Ave
• Hopkins Crescent: 1060 Hopkins Crescent
• Iron Bridge: Iron Bridge Drive
• Keith Crescent Park: Keith Crescent
• Kinette Peter Pan Park: 265 Coteau St W
• Kinfield Park: 100 block Grandview St W
• Kinsmen East End Park: 9th Ave. N.E. & Ominica St. E
• Kinsmen Regal Heights Park: 1400 block 13th Ave NW
• Kinsmen West Park: between 11th Ave NW and Meier Drive
• Kiwaniland: 3 Dogwood Road
• Knights of Columbus: 1100 block Clifton Ave
• Moose Square: 600 block Stadacona St. W
• New Rock Park: Bradley St and 10th Ave SW
• Optimist Park: 5th Ave SW & Lillooet St W 
• Parkhill Park: 10th Ave SW & Duffield St W 

Parks with Playgrounds  (continued)

• Smith Park: 1200 block Hastings St
• Spring Creek: Thatcher Dr and Simcoe St
• Sunningdale Athletic Park: Daffodil Drive (off of Dogwood 

Road)
• Veterans Peace Park: 1604 Admiral Crescent
• VLA Gate Park: west end of Normandy Drive
• West End Park: 10th Ave NW and Athabasca St W
• Wood Lily Park: Kalmia Crescent 
• Westheath Park: Wellington Dr and Spadina Dr

Additional Parks and Open Spaces

• Belmont Park: Belmont Crescent
• Buffalo Shell Park: 9th Ave SW and Keith St
• Spring Creek Park: 10th Ave. N.W. & Laurier St.
• Sunningdale Nature Park: Corner of Avens Rd. & Thatcher Dr.
• tatawaw Park: 7th Ave S.W.
• Town and Country Park: Town and Country Drive

Outdoor Rinks/Skating Surfaces

• Clark Gillies Rink: Ross Crescent & Oxford Street East
• Crokicurl: 855 MacDonald St
• Elgin Park skating pad: 8th Avenue & Hall Street West 
• Henleaze skating pad: 1100 Block Henleaze Ave 
• Kinsmen East End Rink: 9th Avenue & Ominica Street East
• Kinsmen West Park Rink: between 11th Ave NW and Meier 

Drive
• Kinfield Rink: 100 Block Grandview Street West
• Kiwanis River Park Skating Oval: River Park Drive (Wakamow 

Valley)
• Moose Square Rink: 600 Block Stadacona Street West
• Regal Heights Rink: 1400 Block 13th Avenue Northwest



Outdoor Rinks/Skating Surfaces (continued)

• Smith Park Rink: 1200 Block Hastings Street
• Sunningdale Rink: Daffodil Drive
• Veterans Peace Park Rink: Admiral Drive
• West End Rink: 10th Avenue & Athabasca Street West
• Westheath Rink: Wellington Dr. & Spadina Dr.  
• Wood Lily Rink: 466 Wood Lily Drive 

Golf Courses

• Hillcrest Golf Club: 1599 Main St N
• Lynbrook Golf Club: 1525 4 Ave NW

Trails

• 10 km trail from Coteau St E. & 8th Ave. S.E. to Connor Park
• Devonian Trail: 4.2 km trail 5th Ave S. E. & Fairford St. E.
• Rotary Trail: 32.3 km. trail around Moose Jaw
• Story Trail: travel along the path and read one page at 

a time at different stops along the Story Trail. Story Trail 
starts at the corner of Coteau St W and 16th Ave SW.

• Trans-Canada Trail
• Wakamow Ecological Trail: 1 km trail 7th Ave. S.W.

Indoor Pools

• Kinsmen Sportsplex Pool: 855 MacDonald St

Indoor Arenas

• Kinsmen Sportsplex Arena: 855 MacDonald St
• Moose Jaw Events Centre: 110 1 Ave NW
• Pla-Mor Palace: 855 Lillooet St W

Curling Rinks

• Moose Jaw Curling Centre: 110 1 Ave NW

Recreation Centres

• Golden Ticket Sports Centre: 1599 Main St N
• Yara Centre: 1220 High St W

Arts & Culture Centres

• Moose Jaw Cultural Centre: 217 Main St N
• Moose Jaw Museum and Art Gallery: 461 Langdon Cres

Libraries 

• Moose Jaw Public Library: 461 Langdon Cres
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APPENDIX C:
DECISION - MAKING 
FRAMEWORK & 
SCORING



Active Transportation 
Strategy (Trails 

Master Plan)CATEGORIES DESCRIPTION

DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Parks & Recreation 
Accessibility 
Assessment

Replace Phyllis Dewar 
Outdoor Pool

1
TRENDS 5 5 5

5 5 5

5 5 5

5 5 3

5 5 5

5 5 5

5 5 5

3 3 3

5 5 5

43 43 41

How does it address national, provincial 
or local trends

How does it meet the current 
demographic profile?

Was the request present through 
engagement?

How much of the community will be 
served?

What is the current capacity of the 
programs or facilities?

How does it relate to the master plan 
or other planning documents?

Does it meet the vision of this Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan?

Are there partnerships or project-
specific grants to fund it?

Will it fill an immediate program or 
facility gap?

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9



Native Plantings and 
Food Sustainability 

Opportunities 

Upgrade Memorial 
Field GrandstandsCATEGORIES

DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Develop & Improve 
Existing Passive Parks

Encourage New Master 
Plan for Wakamow 

Valley Authority

Golden Ticket Sports 
Centre Renewal

1
TRENDS 55 5 55

53 5 55

55 5 53

05 5 55

53 5 53

55 5 35

55 5 55

53 3 35

55 1 15

4341 43 3941

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9



Energy Management 
Plan

Sensitive Areas 
InventoryCATEGORIES

DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Improve/New (South 
Hill) Outdoor Wheel 

Sports Park

Yara Centre Facility 
Reconfiguration

1
TRENDS 55 5 3

15 5 5

13 3 5

50 5 3

55 3 5

55 3 3

55 5 5

53 3 1

55 5 5

3738 37 35

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Outdoor Rink Renewal 
Plan

5

5

5

3

3

5

5

3

5

39



Infrastructure 
Asset Management 

Strategy

Upgrades to Crescent 
ParkCATEGORIES

DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Enhance Existing Sports 
Fields

Open Space 
Development Standards

Increase Community 
Gathering 

Opportunities

1
TRENDS 55 3 35

15 3 35

35 3 11

03 3 13

53 3 55

55 5 55

55 3 55

31 3 33

53 5 53

3235 31 3135

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9



Pla-Mor Palace 
Improvements

Cemetery Master 
Plans

Restoration of the 
Natatorium Building

Dog Park 
Enhancements & New 

Dog Park CATEGORIES

DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

TOTAL SCORE /45:

1
TRENDS 5 5 33

3 5 35

3 0 05

3 3 05

3 5 13

1 1 51

3 3 53

1 1 30

5 1 35

27 24 2330

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Kinsmen Arena 
Dressing Rooms

5

5

1

5

3

3

3

1

5

31



Signage & 
Wayfinding StrategyCATEGORIES

DEVELOPMENT & 
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICE DELIVERY

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Parks & Rec Equality, 
Inclusion & Diversity 

Strategy
Addition of a Cricket 

Pitch
Urban Forest 

Management Strategy

Conduct Regular 
Review of Fees & 

Charges

1
TRENDS 555 5 5

353 5 5

351 3 5

550 5 5

550 5 5

553 5 5

555 5 5

331 3 0

555 5 5

394323 41 40

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9



Branding Strategy for 
ParksCATEGORIES

SERVICE DELIVERY

TOTAL SCORE /45:

1
TRENDS 1

1

1

5

5

5

5

1

5

29

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Explore a Recreation Fee Subsidy 
Program to help enhance access 

for all community members.

5

5

3

5

1

3

5

0

5

32

Engagement and 
Communications 

Strategy
Annual State of Parks 

Report & Business Plans
Volunteer Management 

Plan

5 5 5

5 5 5

5 0 3

0 5 1

5 5 3

5 5 5

5 5 5

1 0 3

5 5 5

36 35 35



Pesticide & Pest 
Management Plan

Winter Activity 
StrategyCATEGORIES

SERVICE DELIVERY

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Invasive Species 
Management Program

Complete regular Sports 
Tourism Economic Impact 

Report

Implement Skating 
Trails

1
TRENDS 35 5 35

35 3 15

10 1 01

30 0 50

55 1 35

13 1 31

35 1 33

30 5 31

55 5 55

2728 26 2426

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9



Offer More Drop-In 
Options and Spontaneous 

Recreation

Explore changing the 
Department Name - Parks, 

Recreation and CultureCATEGORIES

SERVICE DELIVERY PROGRAMMING

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Explore Funding of User Groups 
that Provide Programs for 
Children & Youth Programs

Yara Centre 
Programming

Explore new position specific 
to marketing, grants, & cultural 

initiatives/events.

1
TRENDS 51 5 51

53 3 53

50 5 50

50 5 31

50 3 30

50 5 51

53 5 55

30 5 31

55 5 55

4312 41 3918

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9



Benefits of Parks & 
Recreation Education 

Program

Expand EYE (Early Years 
Education) Programming & 

ActivitiesCATEGORIES

PROGRAMMING

TOTAL SCORE /45:

Increase “rentable” 
recreation kits for 
physical literacy

Develop a partnership 
framework to guide how 
the City works with other 

organizations in the delivery of 
Parks and Recreation services

1
TRENDS 55 5 3

13 3 3

13 0 0

03 3 0

53 3 3

53 5 3

55 5 3

55 5 1

55 3 5

3235 32 21

UTILIZATION

COMMUNITY
PROFILE /

DEMOGRAPHICS

PARTNERSHIPS OR 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC 

GRANTS

PROGRAM OR 
FACILITY GAP

RELEVANCE TO 
MASTER PLAN / 

OTHER PLANNING 
DOCUMENTS

CONTRIBUTES TO 
OVERALL VISION OF 
RECREATION IN THE 

COMMUNITY

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNITY
BENEFIT

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Nature-Based 
Programming

5

5

3

0

5

5

5

5

5

38
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